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ADMINISTRATION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Week Ending Friday, October 17, 1980 


Tri-City Municipal Airport, 
Tennessee 


Remarks at a Carter /Mondale Rally. 
October 9, 1980 


I am glad to be home in the South. 


Thank you, Jim Sasser—a great Sen- 
ator, right? [Applause] Thank you very 
much. 

Senator Jim Sasser, Congressman 
Gore, Congressman Ford, Congressman 
Jones, Congressman Bouquard, Con- 
gressman Boner, Speaker Ned Mce- 
Wherter, Lieutenant Governor John 
Wilder, Mayor John Love, Mayor Eas- 
ley, Mayor Pyree, and all my good 
friends in Tennessee: 

You’ve got more people than I 
thought you had in the Tri-City area. 
Four years ago Tennesseans helped to 
get me a good job in the city and to keep 
me in the White House for this last 4 
years. You came in second to Georgia in 
the strength of the vote that I got here 
in the general election, and I’d like to 
know if you think you might even beat 
Georgia in 1980. How about that? [Ap- 
plause| I'd like to have that job in the 
city just 4 more years and then come 
back south to home, because it’s hard to 
know until you’ve been away a while 
how strong our feelings are for the South 
and what it stands for. 

For generations my people have lived 
here in the South near Tennessee, in 
Georgia. We share the same basic com- 
mitments to what a great nation. means. 
We have a conviction that a better life 
must depend on hard work, on a belief 


in God, on strong families, on farming 
the land, on giving people the chance for 
a job, on taking care of those who can’t 
care for themselves. We believe in a 
strong nation, a nation whose military 
strength is second to none on Earth. And 
that’s the way we are keeping and will 
keep the United States of America. 

We also believe in peace, and we 
know that our country, as powerful as 
it is, the most powerful nation on Earth 
militarily, the most powerful nation on 
Earth economically, the most powerful 
and influential nation on Earth politi- 
cally—can stay that way and keep the 
peace if the people of this Nation are 
united in common commitment. The 
South has never forgotten those very im- 
portant and enduring values. 

This year, as you all know, is a very im- 
portant election year. This year the peo- 
ple will make a judgment, not just be- 
tween two candidates, not just between 
two parties, the Democratic and Repub- 
lican Party, but between two futures. 
And I would like to ask you in this next 
4 weeks to think about what this elec- 
tion will mean to you, to your family, to 
the people that you love, and to the 
status of the Nation which we love. 

A campaign is a good opportunity in 
a democracy to spell out the specific is- 
sues so that our people can make the 
right judgment on election day, Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November. It’s 
incumbent on a candidate, each candi- 
date to stick to the issues, to analyze one’s 
own record, what has been said, what 
has been done, what has been accom- 
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plished in the past; also, and secondly, 
to spell out one’s vision for the future, 
what we have in mind for the months 
and the years and the generations ahead ; 
and third, to compare one’s record and 
one’s plans for the future with the rec- 
ord and the plans for the future of one’s 
opponent. This is not only the right of 
a candidate, it’s the duty of a candidate. 

We have had to address in the last 4 
years many very difficult issues which 
have no easy answers and which are pro- 
foundly important to the people of this 
Nation. On energy, this has been our 
most serious domestic threat. Last year 
alone, the OPEC nations increased the 
price of oil more in one year than the oil 
prices had increased since oil was first 
discovered back in the 1800’s. Our Na- 
tion has addressed this question coura- 
geously, and with the help of the Ten- 
nessee delegation, we’re making good 
progress now. This year our country is 
importing from foreign countries, every 
day, 2 million barrels of oil less than we 
did in 1977. That’s a great credit to you, 
to the Congress, and to this adminis- 
tration. 

This year the United States will have 
more oil and gas wells drilled than any 
year in history, and this year—and this 
may be a surprise to you—our country 
will produce more coal than any year in 
the history of our Nation. My hope is 
that in years ahead on the energy market 
we will replace OPEC oil with Tennes- 
see coal. It'll be good for the whole world. 

I might point out to you that the future 
is bright if we manage our affairs sound- 
ly. The OPEC Arab nations all put to- 
gether only have 6 percent of the world’s 
energy resources. The United States alone 
has 24 percent of the world’s energy re- 
serves. We’ve made a good progress now 
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in this first 3% years in laying a basis 
for future progress. But it’s important for 
you to realize that my opponent against 
whom I’m running on November 4 would 
change all this. He would reverse the 
progress that we have made. 

He says that his energy policy, and I 
quote, is to repeal the energy legislation 
that has been passed, to abolish the De- 
partment of Energy, and to turn the oil 
companies loose to manage the energy 
affairs of this country in the future. That 
would be a very serious judgment for you 
to make and for your neighbors to make 
on November 4. 

The economy of our country is also 
very important. We’ve had shocks, yes, 
in the last 3% years with this unwar- 
ranted increase in the price of oil. But 
our country has made steady progress. In 
this last 3% years we have had a net 
increase of 8% million jobs in the 
United States. Today, in Tennessee alone, 
compared to 1977, when I was sworn in 
as President, 144,000 more people have 
full-time jobs. Our cities have been put 
back on their feet. Farmers will have the 
highest gross income, the highest net in- 
come, of any administration in the history 
of this Nation, and we are increasing agri- 
cultural exports far beyond what anyone 
dreamed would be possible just 4 years 
ago. 

We’ve set world records on agricul- 
tural exports in 1977, 1978, 1979, and 
1980. This year we'll have the biggest 
increase in history, $8 billion more in 
agricultural exports this year than last 
year, $40 billion in all. The American 
farmers, in spite of droughts, have a great 
prospect ahead. This cannot be undone. 
As a farmer I am determined that Amer- 
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ican agriculture will continue to be the 
world’s greatest resource for peace and 
Americas’ greatest resource for econom- 
ic progress, and you can depend on that. 

I might add about the economy very 
briefly that now that we have an energy 
policy in place, it can serve as a founda- 
tion for the entire revitalization of the 
American industrial economy. This is im- 
portant, because American workers now 
are the most productive on Earth. But 
we’ve not been increasing our produc- 
tivity enough in recent years. This must 
be continued. 

The South suffered many generations 
from wages that were too low to finance 
the affairs and the needs of a family. I 
remember the first proposal for the mini- 
mum wage was for 25 cents an hour. The 
Democrats supported that minimum 
wage; the Republicans were against it. 
My first job as a high school senior was 
for the minimum wage of 40 cents an 
hour. The Democrats supported that 
minimum wage; the Republicans were 
against it. Now we have a sound mini- 
mum wage program in our country, and 
my Republican opponent says that there’s 
been more hardship and suffering brought 
about by minimum wage than we got 
from the Great Depression. He also says 
that unemployment compensation, so 
vital to a nation when temporary unem- 
ployment comes, my opponent said that 
unemployment compensation is just a free 
paid vacation for freeloaders. This is the 
kind of attitude toward working people 
that’s contrary to the basic concepts of 
the South and contrary to the basic con- 
cepts of our Nation. And that’s the kind 
of choice that will be made on Novem- 
ber 4 by this Nation. 

The last point I want to make this 
morning is about our Nation’s defense 
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and about peace. Eight years before I was 
President, we had Republicans serving in 
the White House. Seven of those years 
American Government budget for defense 
went down—7 out of 8 years, down. Since 
I’ve been in office we’ve had a steady, 
predictable, deeply committed, orderly, 
and fruitful increase every year in our 
Nation’s commitment to defense in real 
dollars above and beyond inflation. 


We must have a strong defense in or- 
der to keep our Nation at peace. We also 
know that it takes two wings on an air- 
plane for that airplane to fly. You can’t 
just have massive armaments, which we 
do have, and depend on that to keep our 
Nation at peace. You’ve got to have arms 
control, you’ve got to have sound relation- 
ships with our allies, and you’ve got to 
have a steady course and a willingness to 
settle major differences around the 
world, which are inevitable, with diplo- 
matic means, and not by American sol- 
diers and sailors and airmen in a time 
of crisis. 

This is what we’ve done. We have 
worked hard for peace, and we’ve kept 
our Nation at peace. I have not ordered 
a single American soldier into combat in 
the last 3/2 years, and I pray to God that 
when I go out of office at the end of 4 
more years we'll still have a record of 
peace intact. 

Every President since Harry Truman 
has known the extreme importance of 
controlling nuclear weapons, to negotiate 
SALT treaties with the Soviet Union so 
that we could have a balanced, con- 
trolled, predictable, known, and reducing 
level of atomic weapons. It would be a 
mistake for us to forget the horrible 
worldwide destruction that could come 
from abandoning nuclear arms control. 
Every President has worked on this. I 
concluded SALT II treaty terms with 





Oct. 9 


the Soviet Union following the work that 
had been done by President Ford and 
President Nixon. That’s crucial to every 
family, every life in this Nation, and to 
everyone in the entire world. 

Just recently my opponent said that 
he would withdraw SALT II, not ask 
the Senate to ratify it, that he would 
launch a nuclear arms race, and play a 
trump card against the Soviet Union. 
This would be the end to any fruitful ef- 
fort to negotiate control of nuclear arms 
and would be a destabilizing factor in the 
entire world that would shake the founda- 
tions of our alliances and create unwar- 
ranted tensions among nations that either 
have or do not have atomic weapons. 

In the last few years myself and my 
predecessors have had to deal with a con- 
stant stream of potential crises. If they 
are handled properly you may not ever 
know about them. But if a President 
makes a serious misjudgment, a small 
crisis can become a major one and can 
affect every life represented here. Time 
after time after time my opponent in the 
last few years has called for the injection 
of American military forces into diplo- 
matic troubled regions of the world—in 
Korea, Ecuador, Cuba, the Middle East, 
Pakistan, Angola. Time after time after 
time when there was a problem my op- 
ponent has said, “Let’s send American 
military forces there to settle the dispute.” 
Fortunately, Democratic and Republican 
Presidents have not done that. We’ve tried 
to ease those tensions and resolve those 
differences in a peaceful way, letting the 
influence of our Nation be strengthened 
by strong military forces. That is the kind 
of judgment that American voters will 
make on November 4. 

I'd like to close by saying this: Amer- 
ica’s defense will be kept strong, but the 
best weapon is the weapon that’s never 
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fired in combat, and the best soldier is the 
soldier that never lays down his life or 
sheds his blood on the field of battle. 
That’s what sound judgment and proper 
leadership can do. 

Let me close by saying we’ve got less 
than 4 weeks to go. This is a very close 
election. Major issues are at stake. I’ve 
only outlined two or three of them, but 
the sharp differences that exist between 
me and my opponent are perhaps un- 
equalled in the recent political history of 
this country. Think very seriously about 
the consequences of your vote and the 
decision that America will make on 
November 4. 


I want a nation strong and at peace. 
I want a nation where people have a 
chance for a better life. I want a chance 
to see Americans at work with a good 
education. I want to see the Nation 
united, North and South united, black 
and white united, rural and urban united. 
I want to make sure that our Nation 
moves forward with progress, predictable 
progress, steady, based on the great re- 
sources, human and natural resources 
that God’s given us. That’s the vision that 
I have for our country—a nation strong, 
confident, hopeful, at peace, filled with 
respect one for another, using our bene- 
ficial impact around the world to enhance 
human rights. 

If you’ll help me on November 4, we'll 
have a tremendous victory, we'll whip the 
Republicans again and keep this Nation 
on the proper road. 

Thank you very much. God bless you. 

This is a beautiful crowd, a wonderful 
welcome to Tennessee and the South, I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
God bless all of you. 

Go to work now for me, right? 


[Applause] 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. at 
the airport terminal building. 
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Blountville, Tennessee 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Fundraising Reception. 
October 9, 1980 


My friend, Jim Sasser, and my equally 
good friend Mrs. Cauldwell, and all my 
east Tennessee friends who’ve come here 
this morning to be with me: 


First of all, I want to thank Mrs. Cauld- 
well for making it possible for me to visit 
her beautiful home and to sign the door 
as Jimmy Carter, President of the United 
States. You don’t know how nice it is to 
sign something that I don’t have to get 
through Congress first. [Laughter] 

I notice in more ancient history there 
are few Republican names on some of 
those doors. I can tell they sign them in a 
hurry, because you know Republicans— 
once they get in, don’t stay in very long. 
[Laughter] And I hope from now on all 
those doors will be covered with Demo- 
cratic names. But, Mrs. Cauldwell, it is 
a delight and a pleasure and an honor to 
come here and to participate in part of 
the history of our Nation and the history 
of the South, the history of Tennessee, 
that makes all of us so proud. 

You’ve come here because of your 
confidence in our party, because of your 
respect for Jim Sasser, Ned McWherter, 
other Democrats who are here with me 
this morning, and also because of your 
respect for the Presidency itself and for 
your belief in the future of our country. 
I’ve never seen a more thrilling and ex- 
cited and supportive audience than I had 
at the Tri-Cities Airport a few minutes 
ago. It was a delight for me and a reas- 
suring thing for me to see the expectation 
and confidence in their faces. 


We face a very important election on 
November 4. I’m not going to repeat the 
issues that I discussed at the airport, but 
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I would like to say just in the quiet set- 
ting of this beautiful yard a few words 
about the Presidency itself. 


This is an office, as you know, with 
Andrew Johnson and with Andrew Jack- 
son and with other great Presidents of the 
past, that is revered by the American 
people, the office itself, because there is a 
realization that in a very strange but tan- 
gible and heartfelt way the President rep- 
resents what this Nation is. He represents 
the fears and concerns and troubles and 
problems and challenges that confront the 
American people and has to deal with 
them, and he also represents the hopes 
and the dreams and aspirations and con- 
fidence and a unity of our Nation as we 
look to the future. 

It’s a good job. It’s one that is gratify- 
ing for anyone interested in politics or 
government. It’s the greatest elective of- 
fice in the free world, certainly, perhaps 
the entire world. It’s an office that is not 
easy, sometimes a lonely job. In the con- 
fines of the Oval Office, in the privacy of 
the White House, major decisions have to 
be made concerning questions of unbe- 
lievable complexity and difficulty. The 
problems that come to my desk or the 
questions that come to my desk in the 
Oval Office can’t be solved in your own 
life or in your family or in a city hall or a 
county courthouse or a State legislature 
or the Governor’s office. And if they are 
that difficult, eventually they wind up on 
the desk of the President, and then the 
President consults very closely and works 
very closely with the Congress. And we’ve 
had extraordinary good relationships 
with the Congress the last 31 years. 

Many crises or potential crises come to 
that desk and to that one sometimes 
lonely man. If the issue is dealt with ef- 
fectively, with common sense and sound 
judgment, with the reminder of what this 
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Nation is and the principles that have 
always guided leadership in the White 
House, then those potential crises are 
never known by you. They simply pass 
into the history books, maybe the private 
memoirs of a President or his adviser. If 
a President makes a wrong judgment or a 
snap judgment or an ill-advised judg- 
ment or is unsure of the strength of our 
country or must test his bravery by mak- 
ing a rash statement or a rash action, then 
that potential crisis becomes a real crisis, 
and it can affect adversely the life of 
every person in this country or perhaps 
every person in the entire world. 

I’m not complaining about the job, 
because there’s a reassuring part of it too, 
in that although it’s a lonely job, the 
President is not alone. You have the real- 
ization of the strength of the ties that exist 
all the way from the grassroots precincts 
into the Oval Office itself, a kind of a 
structure or a stable organization, a rela- 
tionship or friendship or partnership that 
ties the people of this country together. 
And the thing that I recall most vividly 
now that I’m in the White House is that 
our Nation has faced much more difficult 
problems than we face today. 

We complain sometimes about interest 
rates—and they concern me deeply—or 
the level of unemployment—it concerns 
me deeply—or the threats to our peace 
and security in the Persian Gulf—ob- 
viously that’s a constant concern to me. 
But if you go back and analyze where we 
stand today, with the material blessings 
that God has given us, with a nation at 
peace, a nation that’s strong, a nation 
unified, a nation that’s not embarrassed 
anymore by Watergate and CIA revela- 
tions or divided by the Vietnam war, if 
you go back and compare the present cir- 
cumstances with the Great Depression, 
when I grew up, or the First World War, 
where my daddy went, or the Second 
World War or the Korean war or the 
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Vietnam war or the embarrassments that 
I’ve outlined previously, if you compare 
all those extreme difficulties with what 
we have today, indeed we are a blessed 
nation. 

The Revolutionary War, referred to 
earlier, the Civil War, that tore our 
Nation apart, those were tests of the 
American people. And the point to re- 
member in closing is that when we’ve 
been presented by those tests—in war, in 
depression, in the potentially divisive is- 
sue of the relationship in the South be- 
tween black and white citizens—our 
Nation has never failed, never failed to 
meet every challenge, to solve every prob- 
lem, to answer every question, to over- 
come every obstacle. And that inner 
strength, that’s easy to inventory when 
you think back through history, is still 
here. 

We're a nation of diversity. We’re a 
nation of immigrants. We’re a nation of 
refugees who’ve come here looking for a 
better life, keeping intact as best we could 
our religious convictions, our heritage, 
our family patterns, our attitudes, our 
friendship and blood ties with European 
and Asian and Latin American and Afri- 
can countries. But once we get here we 
know that the paramount consideration is 
the unity and strength of our country, be- 
cause that’s where lies the chance for our 
families to be closer, for our children to 
have a better life than we’ve got even, for 
our Nation to perpetuate peace, to 
strengthen human rights, to strengthen 
democracy all over the world. And we ex- 
tend a hand of friendship, not war, to 
those who are different from us. 


As our Nation stays at peace and strong 
we can help the Mideast be stable and at 
peace. We can see new nations formed, 
like Zimbabwe, where a large number of 
people who’ve always been deprived of 
even a chance to vote, now running their 
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own affairs very well. In the past we’ve 
never had, for many years, friendship or 
any relationships at all with the 1 billion 
people that live in China—now new 
friends, new opportunities for trade and 
for stability, strategic interrelationships, 
not based on war or threats to anyone 
else, but just based on a sharing of com- 
mon principles that do bind us together 
in many ways. 

So, the point I want to make is this: 
The issues that I outlined at the airport 
are crucial. We need confidence in our 
Nation. We need to emhpasize the unity 
that binds us together, and we particu- 
larly need to review in our own minds the 
importance of that partnership that I 
described, from the White House to your 
house. 

You are my partners in every sense of 
the word, whether you’re a United States 
Senator or the speaker of the house in 
Tennessee or a State senator or Member 
of the Congress or Mrs. Cauldwell, who 
has many visitors come to see her, or a 
farmer, maybe even unemployed. But 
we’re partners, and I have no doubt that 
this election will see the right judgment 
made, the principles of our Nation and 
our party preserved, and our Nation per- 
petuated as a strong nation at peace, a 
great nation to be even greater in the 
future. That’s my prayer, and I believe 
you'll help that prayer come true. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. 
outside the Old Deery Inn. 


Nashville, Tennessee 


Remarks and @ Question-and-Answer Session 
at a Townhall Meeting. October 9, 1980 


THE PresIvENT. It is really good to be 
back down home. You probably think I 
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came down here to campaign for Presi- 
dent, but I really came down here to hear 
Bill Monroe and his band. 

Not long ago Bill Monroe and his won- 
derful band were at the White House, on 
the South Lawn, playing some of the best 
music the White House has ever heard in 
200 years. And it brought back memories 
to me then, because, as you know, I grew 
up listening to that music and other like 
it coming from Nashville when I was a 
small boy on the farm. 

We didn’t have electricity, but we had 
a battery radio. And I had two ambitions 
then. My daddy said, “Forget it.” One 
was to be President of the United States 
and the other one was to stand on the 
stage at the Grand Ole Opry. I have to 
admit I never dreamed at the time that 
I’d have to be President in order to stand 
on the stage—{laughter|—at the Grand 
Ole Opry, but I’m really glad to be here 
with you. 

Unlike Georgia, as you know, Ten- 
nessee has been the home of great Presi- 
dents, not only Andrew Jackson, one of 
the fathers of the Democratic Party and 
a man who planted the big magnolia trees 
that are just outside the entrance of the 
White House, where Bill Monroe played, 
but Andrew Johnson, who had a lot of 
trouble with those radical Republicans in 
Washington, and also, of course, James 
K. Polk, was a Tennessean. In 1976 the 
only thing the press knew about James K. 
Polk or could remember, apparently, was 
that he was the last southerner to be 
elected President of the United States and 
that was in 1844. 

So, the chances of a southern boy be- 
coming President of this country at that 
time were very remote. And I have to say 
that I would not be in the White House 
had it not been for people like you who 
had confidence in me then. As a matter 
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of fact second only to Georgia, Tennessee 
gave me the biggest victory of any State 
in the Nation, and I want to thank you 
for it. 


We're going to spend an hour together. 
I’m going to spend almost all our time an- 
swering your questions, but before I do, 
there’s one particular issue that I would 
like to discuss with you that concerns me 
very much. It’s kind of a serious issue, but 
it’s been my custom to describe one before 
the question period at all my townhall 
meetings. 


CAMPAIGN IssuUES 


First of all, we have lived under the 
threat of war ever since World War II— 
under the terrible new threat of nuclear 
war, atomic weapons that could wipe out 
an entire city and destroy hundreds of mil- 
lions of people in our country in just a 
few hours if that kind of combat took 
place. We’ve said these words now and 
reminded ourselves of it for a full gener- 
ation. Yet, we’ve not yet learned how to 
deal with the real meaning of that serious 
threat. But we have learned one thing in 
the last 20 or 30 years, and that is that 
peace is no accident. 


I said those words on the front lawn 
of the White House not much more than 
a year ago when we signed the treaty be- 
tween Israel and Egypt, that peace and 
the maintenance of peace is not an acci- 
dent. War with all its horror can be an 
accident, a terrible misunderstanding, a 
critical miscalculation of intentions or will 
or capability or a misguided concept of 
what honor really is. But peace is no acci- 
dent. It has to be won every day, against 
all the forces willing to sacrifice others for 
their causes, against all who would gam- 
ble the fate of nations and the world. Peo- 
ple everywhere long for peace. But the 
peace of all nations is in danger. 
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We live in a troubled world and, as you 
know, in Iran, Iraq, other places, they 
don’t know peace today. The first respon- 
sibility of every President—Johnson, Jack- 
son, Polk, other Presidents—is for the se- 
curity of our Nation. It’s a responsibility 
that’s on my shoulder every moment. 

I was trained as a naval officer, later in 
the nuclear submarine force, trained for 
nuclear warfare, and I know what it can 
do. I chose a military career not because I 
loved war, but because I knew that a 
strong, well-trained, dedicated, and pre- 
pared military was the surest way to keep 
the peace. I’ve watched the awesome 
power of nuclear weapons grow all my 
adult life, and I’m not about to do any- 
thing that would risk letting that kind of 
devastation threaten to rain death on any 
American city. 

I’m not saying that we don’t face seri- 
ous challenges and that we don’t have 
serious problems, but the strength of the 
United States and of our allies is un- 
equaled, unsurpassed, and our strength is 
growing. That’s good for us. 

During the 8 years before I became 
President, in 7 of those years we had a 
decrease in budget commitment for ade- 
quate defense. Our expenditures on de- 
fense during the 8 years before I became 
President went down 35 percent. Since 
I’ve been President, we’ve had a steady, 
predictable, assured, effective increase 
every year in commitments for defense, 


in strategic weapons, nuclear weapons. 
Before I became President, the commit- 
ment had gone down steadily, 20 percent. 
Now, we’ve had a steady, predictable, 
wise increase. 


We’re overcoming the problems that 
I faced when I became President. The 
Trident submarine and its missiles were 
stalemated. We weren’t building any. 
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Now the first one’s getting its sea trial, 
the second one is ready for launching. 
There was no long-range cruise missile 
program; now we’ve got one, a good 
one. We had no main battle tanks to 
fight conventional war on the ground. We 
didn’t have any modern infantry fighting 
vehicle in production; now we do. 

I want to say that there is no solution 
to the problem without commitment. We 
didn’t have any way to solve the threat 
of vulnerability of our intercontinental 
ballistic missiles; now there is a mobile 
MX missile program. There was a grow- 
ing gap in the long-range missiles between 
NATO Europe and Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union; now we're closing that 
gap. There was no comprehensive plan 
for improving our military forces in Eu- 
rope. Now we’ve got a good, solid 15- 
year plan to build, steadily and predict- 
ably, strength for peace. All of us, all of 
our allies, are joining in the 
program. 


same 


This is an election year, and I have 
to say that the state of our defenses is a 
legitimate subject for political debate. 
But political candidates make a mistake 
when they run down America’s strength. 
When they say falsely that America is 
weak, it causes Americans ourselves to be 
concerned. It causes our allies to lose con- 
fidence in us. It gives our potential ad- 
versaries false hope that they might pre- 
vail against us in a showdown. 

In every campaign when a candidate 
charged that the Russians were ahead of 
us, after the campaign those charges were 
proven to be false. A perfect example is 
my Republican opponent’s recent sugges- 
tion that United States weakness is what 
caused us to stay neutral in the war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq. It’s a sign of weak- 
ness if you have to get involved mili- 
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tarily in a combat. It’s a sign of strength 
if you can protect our Nation’s interests 
peacefully. He also said that somehow or 
another, our Nation being weak, which 
it’s not, helped even to cause the war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq. That kind of state- 
ment doesn’t help. 

We’ve got two carrier battle groups and 
almost 150 aircraft in that region of the 
Persian Gulf. We have clear naval su- 
periority ; we’ve got clear air superiority in 
that whole region. These aircraft include 
F-14’s, which are capable of tracking six 
enemy aircraft at the same time and 
shooting them down. If candidates want 
to contribute to American security, the 
most important thing they can do is to 
talk accurately about our military 
strength in a more balanced and a more 
responsible manner. It’s a subject that’s 
too important to be discussed any other 
way. It’s a point I wanted to make to you, 
one of many important issues that face 
our country. 

Ours is such a strong country. It’s such 
a good country. It’s such a united country. 
And I just don’t like anybody to be saying 
that we’re weak or that somebody else can 
push us around, because it’s not true. 

Now, the first question. 


QUESTIONS 
PRESIDENT’ S FUTURE PLANS 


Q. My name is Linda Turner. I’m 
thrilled and honored to be here. Before 
I ask my cuestion I would like to tell you 
that I am a Democrat all the way. You 
have done a good job for the past 4 years, 
and you will continue to do the same good 
job in the next 4 years. 

THE Present. That’s enough already 
if you want to stop right there. [Laughter] 
Go ahead. 
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Q. Mr. President, you will be reelected 
in November, but what I would like to 
know, in case you are not reelected, what 
are your plans for the future? [Laughter] 

THe PresweENT. That’s one of the most 
hypothetical questions I ever heard. 
[Laughter] 

I am a southerner, a Georgian, and 
after I finish my service in the White 
House in January of 1985—{laughter|—I 
intend to go back and live in Plains, Geor- 
gia. My family’s been there for a long time. 
My own Carter ancestors, who were born 
in the 1790's, are buried right there near 
Plains. My wife’s ancestors, who were born 
in 1787, are buried right there in Plains. 
They’re the first people who lived on the 
farm we still own, after the Indians moved 
out back in 1828. 


So, my roots are deep in the South, and 
I look forward to coming back to the 
South after I get through being President. 


EDUCATION IN RURAL AREAS 


Q. Mr. President, before I ask my 
question I’d also like to say that I’m very 
definitely a Jimmy Carter supporter. 

THE PREsIDENT. Thank you. 


Q. Judging from the answer to your 
last question, I’ll take it for granted that 
you are from a rural background and 
that your roots do lie in rural communi- 
ties, and, being from a rural background, 
this question is twofold, Mr. President. 
How do you feel about smal! country 
schools, and the learning that takes place 
in these schools? And secondly, isn’t the 
present trend to consolidate these schools, 
to tear down the small country schools 
and build the large multimillion dollar 
building programs, isn’t this very infla- 
tionary and isn’t this bad for us at the 
present time? 

Tue Present. That’s a good ques- 
tion. It’s one that’s had to be faced every- 
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where. I think I know what answer you 
would prefer. 

I might say that in my own graduating 
class I had 23 classmates, and I went on 
to become Governor of Georgia and then 
become President of our country. Nowa- 
days, of course, the breadth of technologi- 
cal instruction, the need to study foreign 
languages, the enormous pressures on a 
person to compete in a world where a ca- 
reer or training is important, I think, are 
more significant than when I was a boy. 

As President my commitment has been 
to keep the Federal Government’s nose 
out of the affairs of the local school 
boards and the local schools. I think that’s 
extremely important. But let me say one 
more thing. 

If the local country school cannot pro- 
vide the curriculum and the background 
and the educational program that the 
children need, obviously sometimes they 
have to be consolidated to make the class- 
rooms adequate to provide a good staff 
and a good curriculum and a good offer- 
ing. But that’s just a judgment that has to 
be made locally. 

I’m not trying to avoid the answer to 
your question, but I wouldn’t want to 
comment, because you’re probably re- 
ferring to a local situation where you live, 
and I don’t want to say that it ought to 
be consolidated or not consolidated. I'll 
take the typical politician’s attitude. I’ve 
played it both ways. 

I was on the school board in Sumter 
County, and on occasion we had to con- 
solidate some schools. I might give you 
the reason why, and I’ll be very brief. 
This is a southern audience, and you’ll 
understand what I’m saying. 

I came out of the Navy in *53, and my 
first political job was the local school 
board. It was when we were going 
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through the years of school integration— 
difficult issue, difficult times for the South. 
I was a typical white, prosperous member 
of the community. It took me a long time 
on the school board before I realized that 
the white kids were riding buses to school 
and the black kids were walking. It took 
me a long time—and I was a member of 
the school board—to realize that the only 
schoolbooks the black kids had were the 
ones that were too dilapidated and worn 
out for the white kids to use anymore. 
And so, when it finally dawned on me 
after several months, I asked the school 
board members, the other four, to join 
me and go around and look at some of 
the schools in the county. 

The white kids were in pretty nice 
schools, some old; the black children were 
going to school in the back kitchen of 
houses and on the porches and in the 
basements of old dilapidated churches 
and so forth. We had 26 black grammar 
schools in that county, and the total 
population was about 30,000 total people. 
So, there was a case where we were cheat- 
ing the black children without realizing 
it, and so we made changes and had to do 
some consideration. 

And later the people in the South 
were very courageous in changing a way 
of life to give black children an equal 
chance. It’s one of the best things that 
ever happened to the South. And I would 
not be President if it hadn’t happened. 

So, I’ll let the local school boards decide 
about consolidation, but that’s a couple of 
experiences that I’ve had. I came from a 
tiny school and did okay in politics. But 
on occasion, consolidation is necessary. 


INTEREST RATES 


Q. How are you doing, Mr. President? 
THE PRESIDENT. Fine. 
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Q. My name is Jamie Lucas, and my 
question is on interest rates and on hous- 
ing. And I’d like to know what you and 
the Federal Government would do to 
lower these interest rates so the people like 
myself could afford to buy a home and 
the people in the construction industry 
and real estate can earn more money? 

Tue Presipent. Thank you, Jamie. 


For the last 3 months we’ve had a 
steady increase in the number of houses 
being built or begun in this country. We’re 
up now almost to 14% million homes per 
year as a rate. As you know, back in 
March—first of March and before that— 
the interest rates were up around 18 or 19 
percent. Now they’re down around 13 per- 
cent, which is still too high. 

We’ve taken several steps during that 
time to bring those interest rates down, 
and they went down, as you remember, 
about 1 percent per week for several 
weeks. We put some restraint on credit 
in order to encourage American people 
to save more money. We’ve got the lowest 
level of savings of perhaps any developed 
nation on Earth. We spend about 96 or 
97 percent of all we earn, and we save 
about 3 or 4 percent. In the other coun- 
tries, like, say, Japan or Germany, they 
save 15 or 20 percent and spend 80 or 85 
percent. So, how much people save and 
invest in savings and loan institutions and 
maybe put in savings accounts in banks 
and so forth determines how much money 
is available to be loaned. And also it takes 
money out of circulation in the country so 
that the price of products is not bid up 
with inflation. That’s one point. 

Another one is the policies set by the 
Federal Reserve Board. It’s a completely 
independent agency. I don’t have a thing 
in the world to do with how they function 
or what decisions they make. I have said 
that I think the narrow formula that they 





Oct. 9 


use—just measuring money supply and 
nothing else, almost nothing else—is not 
an adequate basis on which to make a de- 
cision about their policies that drive up 
interest rates on occasion. And I think 
recently, the Citibank in New York and a 
few others have raised their prime rate 
too much, more than the economic cir- 
cumstances in our country warrant. 

The other thing that we can do is to 
hold down unnecessary Government 
spending and make sure that our deficits 
are constantly reduced. We've had 
tremendously good luck since I’ve been 
in the White House in cutting out un- 
necessary expenditures and holding down 
the deficits. We’ve not yet reached a bal- 
anced budget, but that’s one of my goals. 
We've got 44,000 fewer Federal employees 
right now than we had the day I took 
office, and we’re giving better services, I 
think, to the American people. 

And the other thing is to provide feder- 
ally assisted homes, where the Federal 
Government supplements interest rates 
and monthly payments and also encour- 
ages under section 8 and other programs, 
the construction of homes available to 
people, keep the GI bill strong, and keep 
homes for the elderly being built. I just 
signed a bill day before yesterday that 
will provide about a 30-percent increase 
in this fiscal year, that started the Ist of 
October, compared to last fiscal year on 
federally assisted housing. 

Those are some of the things that can 
be done by the public, in saving more 
money ; by the Federal Reserve Board and 
the banks, in holding down interest rates; 
by myself as President and the Congress, 
in determining expenditures from the 
Federal budget; and in the housing in- 
dustry itself, helping people to buy homes. 

We’ve also raised the value on homes 
that can be subject to Federal assistance. 
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And another thing that we’ve done is on 
homes that are federally assisted when the 
husband or wife making the payments is 
temporarily ill or unemployed, then the 
Housing and Urban Development De- 
partment in the Federal Government now, 
HUD, can make those payments for the 
family for a few months until the husband 
or wife is well or back on the job so the 
family doesn’t lose a home where they’ve 
already bought a lot of equity in it. 

Briefly, those are a few things that can 
be done. The interest rates are too high 
now. I believe that you’ll see them com- 
ing down in the future. 


INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Suzanne Lowen- 
stein. Everyone makes mistakes. What do 
you think has been the greatest mistake 
you have made since you took office close 
to 4 years ago. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you a lot. 
That’s a great question. 

You're right. Everyone makes mistakes, 
even Presidents. It’s hard to know how to 
address that question, because looking 
back on history, if I had known 3 years 
ago what I know now and was a fortune 
teller, I could have made different judg- 
ments. 

I would say the most important one 
was the lack of adequate preparation for 
the enormous increase in oil prices last 
year. We were concentrating on putting 
American people back to work, because 
when I took office we had a very high 
unemployment rate, and the inflation 
rate was fairly low, because OPEC had 
not raised their oil prices all during 1976. 
It was a kind of a stable economy. So, we 
emphasized the first year I was in office 
jobs. In this first 3% years we have 
added 81% million net new jobs in Amer- 
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ica—never done before in the history of 
our country in wartime or peace. But in 
the process we didn’t adequately re- 
strain inflation. 

Last year, in °79, OPEC increased the 
price of oil more in 1 year than oil 
prices had increased since oil was first 
discovered back in the 1800's, and this 
enormous buildup in oil prices has driven 
inflation high and interest rates high all 
over the world. Had I known ahead of 
time that that would happen, I would 
have put much more emphasis the first 
couple of years on controlling inflation 
than I did. In retrospect it’s obvious, but 
no one, I believe, could have anticipated 
that enormous increase in OPEC oil 
prices. So, that’s the kind of thing that 
you can look back on and say, “I wish 
I had done it differently.” At the time 
we consulted and, I think, made good 
decisions. 

And I might point out too that we’ve 
come through it fairly well. You know, 
we still have very high employment. The 
unemployment rate is reasonably low. 
The housing industry is fairly stable. And 
we’ve made enormous progress now in 
cutting down our dependence on foreign 
oil. So, in the future, if OPEC should 
jack up its prices too high, we’re not im- 
porting nearly as much as we were. We’ve 
cut oil imports 24 percent since I’ve been 
in. office. This day and every day in 1980 
we are importing 2 million barrels a day 
less each day from overseas than we did 
the first year I was in office. 

We're making progress, but if I had it 
to do over again, I’d put more emphasis 
on inflation. 


PRIVATE EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Jerry 
Jarrett, and I’m a junior at Brentwood 
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Academy, and that’s a private high 
school outside of Nashville. And with the 
situation that public education is in to- 
day, a lot of people feel that they might 
not have any choice other than to send 
their children to private schools. But 
there’s been a lot of talk lately about the 
proposal by the IRS to take the tax-ex- 
empt status off of our schools, and I was 
wondering what your feelings are on this 
proposal and your feelings on private ed- 
ucation in general? 

Tue Presiwent. What's your first 
name? 

Q. Jerry. 

Tue Presivent. Jerry. Thank you. 

I think there’s a real important place 
in our Nation for both private and public 
schools at all levels, from kindergarten 
all the way up through graduate schools. 
This is important for our Nation to 
understand, that ever since the early 
1600’s we’ve had both private and public 
education on this continent. 

I’m not in favor of the IRS taking away 
the tax-exempt status for private schools. 
But—I’ve got to have a “but”—but if the 
private school is organized and designed 
and functions just to exclude children 
who are a certain race or have a certain 
religious belief, that’s a violation of the 
United States Constitution as interpreted 
by the court. And under that circum- 
stance, I think that the tax-exempt status 
should be withheld, but I also believe that 
the burden of proof that that is the case 
ought to be on the Government. So, if— 
with that one exception, I believe that the 
tax-exempt status ought to be retained, 
and if there is an allegation or a charge 
that the school is discriminating against 
the person because of their race or beliefs, 
then I think the Federal Government, 
IRS, ought to have to prove that the 
school is guilty before the tax exempt 
status is withheld. 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Christie Newkirk 
from Nashville, and I’d like to say I think 
you've done a tremendous job under very 
difficult situations. 

Tue Presiwent. Thank you. 

Q. I do have a question for you. In view 
of the inflammable situation in the Middle 
East, especially the prolonged Iran-Iraq 
conflict and the willingness of some Arab 
leaders to supply arms and other war ma- 
terials to these nations and the ever- 
present potentials for increased Soviet in- 
fluence in the situation, what specific role 
do you foresee for the United States to 
play in promoting peace in the area, end- 
ing the American hostage crisis, and 
checking Soviet influence and/or aggres- 
sion in the Persian Gulf area? 

Tue Preswent. Good question. That’s 
a very important and a very thoughtful 
question, Christie, and I thank you for it. 

In my opening comments, I tried to 
make clear that our Nation can only stay 
at peace if we are strong. That’s an impor- 
tant concept. But in order to fly an air- 
plane has to have two wings. You can’t 
just have a strong military in order to 
keep a nation at peace. You’ve got to 
also have a commitment of the American 
people to work for arms control and not 
to use our military forces around the 
world every time some troubled area 
develops. 

I've not been in office yet a single day 
when there wasn’t an intense focusing of 
trouble or problems somewhere in the 
world. And the best way I know how to 
deal with this is to keep our people aware, 
our allies knowledgeable, and also our 
potential adversaries knowing that we are 
there and that we are strong and we're 
going to protect American interests peace- 
fully—peacefully. 


I had a chance, as you know, in the 
Afghanistan situation, when the Soviets 
invaded Afghanistan, to either take mili- 
tary action or economic and _ political 
action. We decided to take economic and 
political action. It’s been very effective. 
Now in the Iran-Iraq war our country is 
staying neutral. We’re not going to inject 
ourselves into that combat, and we’re not 
staying neutral because we are weak. 

We do have, however, vital interests 
in the Persian Gulf region. From the 
Persian Gulf the rest of the world gets 
about 15 million barrels of oil per day— 
from Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab 
Emirates, and, primarily, from Saudi 
Arabia. If that Persian Gulf was closed 
and tankers couldn’t go in and out to 
load and bring their oil to us and to other 
nations, it would be a devastating blow 
to the rest of the world. Oil prices would 
skyrocket, nations would have to shut 
down their industrial plants, and we 
would be threatened. Our security would 
be threatened. So, I have announced that 
we will take action, if necessary, to keep 
the Strait of Hormuz open and to make 
sure that that Persian Gulf region is ac- 
cessible to the rest of the world. 

I can’t spell out to you this morning 
in public what I would do or will do. 
But we will take necessary action to make 
sure that goal is realized. We've also con- 
sulted very closely with our allies and 
friends to say, “What would you do to 
help us if the Strait of Hormuz is threat- 
ened to be closed and if the rest of the 
world is threatened with this deprivation 
of oil?” 

We’re working for peace between Israel 
and her neighbors. The peace treaty that 
was signed between Israel and Egypt is 
a major step forward in preserving a 
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democracy there, an ally of ours, a strong 
and staunch defender of freedom, and a 
stabilizing force. We’re going to do what 
we can. We'll do whatever is necessary 
to keep Israel secure and to keep Israel 
at peace. It’s a tiny nation, about 3 mil- 
lion people, surrounded by hundreds of 
thousands of Arabs. And we work very 
closely with some of her Arab neighbors 
as well. 


The biggest and strongest Arab nation, 
of course, in the world, is Egypt. And I’m 
very pleased that now, because of our in- 
fluence to some degree, instead of facing 
each other through barbed wire and with 
guns and ships and planes killing each 
other, they now face each other across a 
bargaining table, a peace table. So, we try 
to use our influence there, just to calm 
things down. 

One of the things that concerns me 
about Governor Reagan is that over the 
last few years in many instances when 
myself or President Nixon or President 
Ford or President Johnson were faced 
with one of these troubled times or 
places—we’ve tried to use diplomatic 
means to resolve the problems peacefully; 
but Governor Reagan on those occasions 
has called repeatedly for the use or injec- 
tion of American military forces there. I 
don’t know what he would do in the Oval 
office, but I know what he’s said as a can- 
didate or a potential candidate for Pres- 
ident. He has said, send American mili- 
tary forces to Ecuador, to Cuba, to the 
Middle East, to North Korea, to Pakistan, 
to Angola, and other places around the 
world when those areas were troubled. 
That’s not the way to deal through 
strength to keep peace. 

And the last thing is the Soviet Union. 
We have let the Soviet Union know very 
clearly that any encroachment on the 


Oct. 9 


Persian Gulf region by them would be a 
threat to our own security. I said this 
in my State of the Union speech last 
January, and the message went very 
clearly to them. I communicate on occa- 
sion with President Brezhnev. He writes 
me letters; I write him letters. We ex- 
change ideas also through normal diplo- 
matic channels. And so, the Soviets know 
very clearly that we would look upon this 
as a threat to our Nation’s security, if the 
Soviet Union should move into that Per- 
sian Gulf region with their military forces. 

So, just letting other nations, friends or 
potential adversaries, know clearly what 
we will do is a good way to restrain them 
from further threatening the peace. We'll 
also do all we can to end the Iran-Iraq 
war as quickly as possible, and if we can’t 
end it soon, to keep it confined just to 
those two countries. 


PRESIDENTS JOGGING HABITS 


Q. Mr. President, welcome to Ten- 
nessee and Nashville. 

Tue Presiwent. Thank you. 

Q. As a jogger I’d like to ask you some- 
thing about your jogging. [Laughter] 

Tue PresivenT. Okay. 

Q. How long, how much, and are you 
going to run in New York? [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. I’m going to run in 
the election in New York November 4. 
[Laughter] 

Last year I ran 6 or 7 miles a week—I 
mean, a day. Excuse me. I ran about 30, 
35 miles a week. This year I’ve cut that 
about half because of the extra duties 
that I have to perform during an election 
year, but I get exercise every day, and my 
wife runs a couple of miles, and I gener- 
ally run 3 or 4 miles. I’m not very fast. I 
generally, if I want to really try, I can do 
3 miles in about 20 minutes. That’s the 
best I can do. I’m 56 years old—not get- 
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ting any younger—and stay in good 
physical shape. 

My favorite pastime, though, is fishing. 
Whenever I get a chance I go fishing. I’ve 
been doing that ever since I was a little 
boy. But I would like to say that I think 
one of the best things that’s happened to 
our country in recent years has been the 
new interest in personal physical fitness, 
and around the streets in Washington 
and New York and San Francisco, ’!m 
sure Nashville, you can see a lot of people 
running or jogging and in the parks play- 
ing softball. I think that’s a very fine 
thing for us to continue to do. 

I stay in good shape, and jogging’s 
something that I do daily. 


EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Norma Walker 
from Gladeville, Tennessee, and my ques- 
tion is: For several years our Government 
has had programs providing public jobs. 
I'd like to know why these programs can’t 
be coordinated through State and local 
welfare offices and then those deserving 
people be given a job instead of a check? 

Tue Presipent. Thank you. We have 
a welfare reform bill before the Congress 
that I think has a good chance of passing 
next year, that will—I can’t say force, but 
will strongly encourage every able-bodied 
person to get off welfare and take a job. 
Under the present confused laws it some- 
times means that that person loses income 
if they take a full-time job. But with the 
combination of tax credits, the low-in- 
come tax credits, and the income that 
would come from a job under my new 
proposal, which is before the Congress 
now, it would always be attractive for 
that person to get a job. 

I don’t believe that it would be advis- 
able for the welfare department to 
handle, though, the public job business. I 
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think the Labor Department is better 
able to do that. We’re also now moving 
toward a new youth bill—which has al- 
ready passed the House of Representa- 
tives, has a good chance to pass the Sen- 
ate this year—that would tie together for 
the first time, much more closely, the 
Labor Department, that knows in an area 
where the jobs are available, and the 
Education Department, with all of its 
breadth of graduates from high school, 
vocational technical schools, and so forth, 
that want jobs. 

This would provide about $2 billion in 
training for young people from the junior 
high school, senior high school level, and 
on up, to get jobs not in the government, 
but in private industry. And during the 
first few weeks when that new jobholder 
is learning how to do simple arithmetic 
work and how to get there on time, how 
to punch a timeclock and so forth, the 
Government would help pay part of the 
salary. But the Government role would be 
phased out very rapidly, and then that 
person could stand on his or her own and 
hold that job. 

So, we are moving strongly, and as 
rapidly as the Congress will, to encourage 
people who are able to work to work, and 
at the same time, we are trying to tie to- 
gether an opportunity for everybody to 
have a job through cooperation between 
the Labor Department, the welfare de- 
partment, and also, of course, the Edu- 
cation Department. 


AMY CARTER 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Amy Jo 
Kee, and I am in the fifth grade at Wal- 
ton Ferry School in Hendersonville, 
Tennessee. Does Amy ever have any of 
her friends in Georgia to come and visit 
her at the White House? [Laughter] 
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THE Present. Your name is Amy Jo? 

Q. Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT. 
[Laughter] 


Yes, Amy’s a very active young girl. 
She’s 12 years old, as you know—soon be 
13. She has a lot of her classmates and 
friends come from—she goes to the public 
school in Washington, D.C.—to come to 
the White House often. And whenever 
possible, when anybody from Plains or 
that we’ve known in Georgia, comes to 
Atlanta [Washington],’ they come by to 
see Amy; sometimes they spend the night 
with her. Amy is a fairly good student, 
and she’s taking violin lessons, and she 
has a lot of outside activities. 


Beautiful name. 


Would you like to come and visit Amy? 

Q. Yes. 

THe PReEsweNT. Are your parents 
here, Amy Jo? Where are they? 

Q. Over there. 

Tue Preswent. If Amy invited Amy 
Jo to come and visit her, would you see 
that she gets there? [Laughter] I'll let one 
of my staff members get Amy Jo’s address 
and phone number, and Amy will give 
you a call before long. And you can come 
up and see us, Amy Jo. Okay? 


TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 


Q. Mr. President, my name is June 
Landers, and I’m delighted to see you 
in Nashville, Tennessee, today. My ques- 
tion is this: How do you feel about the 
decision of the TVA Board of Directors 
to finance construction of expensive nu- 
clear powerplants beyond its projected 
energy needs of the Tennessee Valley? 

THe Present. I don’t think the TVA 
ought to build plants above and beyond 
their needs. I think the hard question 
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that they have to answer, June, is what 
will be the needs 6 years from now, 8 
years from now, 10 years from now, when 
this entire region that depends on TVA 
continues to grow, with new industry and 
new jobs and a larger population and 
more need for electricity. That balance 
is a very difficult one to reach, because 
you have to guess what’s going to happen 
in the economy in the future. 

I’ve been quite disturbed lately and 
have talked to the Chairman of the TVA 
and also have talked to some of your con- 
gressional leaders that are here today with 
us about the recent rapid increase in 
TVA rates. And I’ve asked the TVA 
Board, over whom, as you know, I have 
no control, to make sure that they imple- 
ment the maximum amount of efficiency 
of operation to cut out waste; secondly, 
that they encourage the maximum 
amount of conservation in individual 
homes so electricity is not used and 
wasted, and also in factories and plants 
in the southeast where they serve to low- 
er the amount of electricity capacity that 
will be needed in years to come; and, 
third, that they minimize construction for 
future years and don’t build excessive 
capacity as you’ve described. I think that 
the TVA Board is now very much aware 
of my concern and your concern and that 
they will do all three of those things, and 
that in the future they'll be cautious like 
electric power companies all over the 
Nation in not building capacity that will 
not in the future be needed. 

It’s time for a reassessment, because 
Americans have much more commit- 
ment now to buying efficient automobiles 
and to keeping their homes insulated, 
cutting out lights when they’re not 
needed, and reducing the cost of their 
electricity each month because the price 
has gone so high. 
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I might add, though, just in fairness to 
TVA, that even with their projected rate 
increases you will still pay in the TVA 
region 30 percent less for electric power 
than the national average, so TVA has 
done a good job in holding Gown rates in 
years gone by. They’re going to be much 
more cautious in months ahead not to put 
additional plants in that are not needed, 
and my hope and I’m sure your hope is 
that any increase in the future in rates 
will be minimized. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Jim Hobson. 
And in the last year it’s become increas- 
ingly clear that foreign policy is playing 
a very big role in the United States. My 
question is, there seems to be a constant 
rivalry between Dr. Brzezinski and your 
Secretary of State, Edmund Muskie. Is 
this playing a very devastating role in our 
foreign policy, and how is it affecting our 
foreign policy? 

THE PRESIDENT. Jim, first of all that 
report is false. It’s an error. The Presi- 
dent is the one who makes foreign policy. 
I make the foreign policy. There have 
been Presidents in the past, maybe not 
too distant past, that let—{laughter|— 
their Secretaries of State make foreign 
policy. I don’t. I make my own decisions 
on foreign policy, and when there is a 
mistake made, now or in the future, as 
long as I’m in the White House, it would 
be wise and accurate for you to say, “The 
President made a mistake,” not “Ed Mus- 
kie made a mistake,” or “Dr. Brzezinski 
made a mistake.” It’s the President. 
Hopefully, if we have some successes in 
the future you can say, “The President 
made a good decision,” and not the others. 

Now, let me point out the need to have 


some diversity in advice. I meet 
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frequently—not every single day, but al- 
most every day—with the Secretary of 
Defense, Secretary of State, and my Na- 
tional Security Adviser, and the Vice 
President’s there, and a couple of other 
people, a very small group. We go 
through the broad range of foreign policy 
questions that I have to address. It’s ex- 
tremely complicated—150 or more na- 
tions on Earth. Each one of them has 
different desires and different neighbors 
and different problems and different 
kinds of people, different kinds of lead- 
ers, and I have to understand them. It 
takes a lot of homework and a lot of study, 
a lot of reading, a lot of prayer. 


I can’t just let the State Department 
give me advice on what to do in a time 
of trouble, because quite often the origin 
of the State Department opinion is a 
particular desk officer who has the re- 
sponsibility just for one nation or for one 
small part of the world. He concentrates 
on that nation or that little group of na- 
tions, and his prime interest is to have 
extra good relationships between our 
country and that particular nation of his, 
although he’s loyal to our country. But 
there’ll be 150 other nations involved and 
our allies and friends and the Soviet 
Union and troubled areas in the Persian 
Gulf. So, I have to make sure that I get 
a breadth of understanding and advice. 

I have to admit to you that sometimes 
there is a sharp division of opinion be- 
tween, say, the Vice President and the 
Secretary of State, or between the Secre- 
tary of State and the Secretary of De- 
fense, or between Dr. Brzezinski and Har- 
old Brown, the Secretary of Defense. I ad- 
mit that. And they present their conflict- 
ing views to me, and I make a decision. 

When I got ready, for instance, to go to 
Camp David with Prime Minister Begin 
and President Sadat, I believe it’s accurate 
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to say that none of my advisers thought I 
ought to go, because the prospects for 
success were so remote and the embarrass- 
ment to me of a failure was potentially so 
great, they thought I ought to be more 
cautious. I decided to go, and it worked 
out well. Other times I’ve used my own 
initiative and it hasn’t worked out nearly 
so well as that. 

But I can guarantee you, there’s no 
need for me to mislead anyone—I’m a 
man of honor and a man of truthfulness— 
I can tell you that there are no problems 
or differences between Brzezinski and 
Muskie that need cause you any concern 
or need be of any concern to the Ameri- 
can people. On 95 percent of the cases 
they agree completely, and when they do 
have a difference of agreement, they both 
present their case to me. I make the judg- 
ment, and I stand by it. I take responsi- 
bility for it. That’s the way it is. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Q. Hello, Mr. President, my name is 


Carol Boehms, and I’m a fourth grade 
public schoolteacher in Cheatham 
County. And I thought you’d like to know 
we held a Presidential election in our 
room, and you won. [Laughter] 

Tue PrEsIpENT. Very good. 

Q. You beat out Reagan and Anderson 
and your brother too. [Laughter] My chil- 
dren really want an autograph from you 
if I can get one. I am a nervous wreck. 

Tue Preswenrt. You'll get it. 

Q. My question is if you can tell me 
how the newly formed Department of 
Education will help the public school- 
teachers as well as the students? 

THE PReEsIDENT. All right. For too long 
in this country we’ve had education buried 
under health and welfare. I’ve said this 
many times, but when I was Governor, I 
probably spent at least 25 percent of my 
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time on education, trying to get a better 
system, private and public schools, in 
Georgia. 

When I got to be President, I was kind 
of taken aback by the fact that the only 
time I got involved in education was at 
a Cabinet meeting when there was some 
argument about a lawsuit or civil rights or 
how many players on a girls basketball 
team or something like that, and I feel 
that the Federal Government has a very 
important role to play in education. As I 
said earlier, in answer to Jerry’s question 
about—I think it was Jerry’s question—I 
think that the decision of our curriculum, 
the location of schools, consolidation of 
schools, the hiring of teachers, ought to be 
left completely to the local and State peo- 
ple. The Federal Government ought not 
to get involved in that. But we should pro- 
vide some aid in money to help, particu- 
larly the poorer districts and particularly 
the poorer children who would not other- 
wise have an adequate education. And 
when our country has a special need, like 
after the Soviets put up Sputnik, the Fed- 
eral Government provided under Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, a Republican President, 
some additional help for science and 
mathematics. So, these kinds of things the 
Federal Government ought to do. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that the 
new Department of Education, under 
Shirley Hufstedler, will now be able to 
concentrate its effort on better coopera- 
tion between the Federal, State, and local 
governments and the private sector if 
they choose. They'll be able to concentrate 
their efforts on experimentation, new 
ideas for teaching, new use of communi- 
cations. Also they'll be able to resolve the 
differences that arise before they get into 
the Federal courts. In the past if a school 
board member or a Governor had a prob- 
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lem with the Federal Government about 
education in Tennessee, there was 
nowhere to go. I mean if you went to 
the Secretary of HEW that Secretary 
was bogged down with health and wel- 
fare and all the thousands of things that 
they had to do. 


Now everybody in education knows 
you go to Shirley Hufstedler, the Sec- 
retary of Education. When we have a 
Cabinet meeting she’s there. She under- 
stands what all the other departments 
do, and I believe that through this proc- 
ess we'll have a much better chance for 
a problem that arises that involves the 
quality of life for teachers and how well 
you do your job, then we can resolve that 
problem through negotiation and under- 
standing and communication. She can 
come to Tennessee and meet with the 
Governor. She can meet with the local 
school board if necessary and keep these 
lawsuits from ever taking place and keep- 
ing the Federal Government’s nose out of 
local affairs and keeping us out of the 
Federal courts. 


So, I think in every aspect of educa- 
tion protecting the local and State rights 
to run the schools the Federal Govern- 
ment can do a better job now and make 
the teachers’ job more effective and avoid 
conflict that in the past has quite often 
debilitated the partnership that ought to 
exist in giving kids a better chance in 


life. 


PRESIDENTS CAMPAIGN STYLE 


Q. Hello, President Carter. My name 
is David Mangum, and I’m in an Amer- 
ican Government class at David Lips- 
comb High School. I have to say that 
Mr. Reagan and you have made my class 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


much more interesting. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very fine. 

Q. It would just be great to see you at 
a day at the office. 


I have read a lot of literature and 
watched many news shows. I believe that 
all Democrats agree that you are the most 
qualified for the 1980 Presidential elec- 
tion. Sir, why is it that if you are the right 
man for the job that you and your staff 
have to lower yourselves to the extent of 
slinging mud and making slanderous 
statements with your rival, Ronald 
Reagan? I’ve been brought up by being 
taught to respect other peoples’ ideas and 
beliefs, and if I disagree with them I 
should not cut down their program, but 
I should show the good of my own. 

Tue Present. Thank you, David. 
Good question. 


I think in the last few weeks, the 
campaign has gotten sidetracked on too 
many personal references between me 
and Governor Reagan and between Gov- 
ernor Reagan and me. I was interviewed 
yesterday by Barbara Walters on ABC, 
and I explained to her that in my judg- 
ment, it was much better for the Nation 
to devote its time to the proper conduct 
of a campaign that was suitable for can- 
didates for the highest office in the world, 
certainly in this land. 

I have never intended to criticize Gov- 
ernor Reagan personally. Some issues af- 
fect me very deeply, and there have been 
occasions when the press has not covered 
the issue at all, that I consider to be ex- 
tremely important. I’ll just give you one 
quick example, because we’ve run out of 
time. 

Not too long ago, last week, Governor 
Reagan said, for instance, that the SALT 
II treaty, which has been negotiated by 
President Nixon and Ford and me, ought 
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to be withdrawn from the Senate and not 
considered. And he expressed a belief 
that an arms race might be commenced 
as a trump card or card to be played 
against the Soviet Union. That may 
sound on the surface to be a reasonable 
approach, but when I read it, knowing 
the importance of this issue and how the 
American people have got to be commit- 
ted to nuclear arms control, and how our 
allies are depending on us to be the lead- 
ers in the world to prevent a nuclear war, 
and how a proper peaceful relationship 
between ourselves and the Soviet Union 
has got to be maintained, and how dis- 
turbing this would be to future negotia- 
tions on arms control, I felt motivated to 
speak out. And I got maybe overly en- 
thusiastic about it. 

Every President since Truman, Eisen- 
hower, all the way through Johnson, 
Kennedy, Ford, and Nixon, have worked 
for arms control, and to abandon that 
concept now would be a radical change 
from what we’ve had in the past. I felt 
that the press should have covered that 
issue. Do you agree? [Applause] 

That night I watched the evening 
news networks. ABC did not mention it. 
CBS did not mention it. NBC did not 
mention it. They covered the technique 
of the campaign and who was going to 
debate whom and all that kind of stuff— 
didn’t even give one word to this, per- 
haps the most important issue that a Pres- 
ident has to face. You know, when I 
decided to run for President, I had to 
make a decision: If I get in the Oval Of- 
fice and if I have to, could I use nuclear 
weapons? That’s the kind of issue about 
which candidates need to discuss. 

The last point I’d like to make is this: 
There are three things in a campaign 
that not only are a privilege, but a duty 
of a campaigner, a candidate. One is to 
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discuss my record, what I’ve done about 
education and about health and about 
peace and about war and about weapons 
and about defense and about jobs; sec- 
ond, to spell out what I’! do in the future, 
next 4 years; and third, is to point out 
the differences that exist between me and 
my opponents. That’s a legitimate role to 
play. 

I have accepted five or six invitations 
to debate Governor Reagan. He’s refused 
to debate me without other people on the 
platform. He wants to debate with Ander- 
son there, with others. I think that he and 
I, as the nominees of our two parties, 
ought to get on a platform like this, be 
questioned and question each other, to let 
the American people know these sharp 
differences between us. And if I have mis- 
interpreted what he says 

Q. It’s important that we get back to 
the basics. 


THe PRESIDENT. It is important. 


Q. If we can do that, maybe we can 
solve our problems easier. 

Tue Present. I’m determined this 
last 26 or 27 days, whatever it is, to be 
sharp in my accurate description of the 
differences between us and to spell out 
those issues. Yesterday, a television station 
in Tampa, Florida, invited me and Gov- 
ernor Reagan to a joint televised appear- 
ance tomorrow. The reason is, coincident- 
ally, that both of us will be in Tampa, 
same day. They invited us to be cross- 
examined by reporters, maybe even in 
separate rooms—TI don’t know the exact 
details. I accepted immediately, just like 
I accepted the League of Women Voters 
invitation to debate Governor Reagan 
and then later to debate him and Ander- 
son both. I understand that he’s turning it 
down. 


I hope that Governor Reagan will ac- 
cept the invitation of that Tampa TV 
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station to debate me tomorrow. I will be 
very eager to do it. It’s unfortunate that 
he has decided not to debate. You have 
probably noticed lately that he is very 
cautious. He doesn’t have townhall meet- 
ings like this. He doesn’t have press con- 
ferences anymore. He’s very cautious 
about what he says. So, I’ll have to reserve 
the right, even though I’m going to be 
very careful to be both accurate and not 
attack him as a person, to spell out the 
sharp differences between me and him, 
and I’ll try to do it in such a way that’]l 
make you proud of me, yes. 

Q. Thank you. I want to be. 

Tue Preswwent. Thank you all very 
much. Let me say one other thing, a brief 
l-minute statement. We’ve gone a little 
bit over time. 

Our country’s got problems. Our coun- 
try faces critical choices. One of the most 
critical will be on November 4. I’m not 
going to make a campaign request here, 
but let me point this out: The situation 
in our Nation now is much better than 
we generally are willing to acknowledge. 
God has blessed this country with mate- 
rial wealth, with strength, with unity, and 
with peace. 

Think back on the time when James K. 
Polk was running for President or An- 
drew Johnson was running for President, 
Andrew Jackson was running for Presi- 
dent. The Revolutionary War, the Civil 
War, World War I, World War II, the 
divisive Vietnam war, the civil rights 
revolution, you might call it, the embar- 
rassments of Watergate, the Great De- 
pression—a lot of you experienced some 
of those things. They were troublous 
times, much worse than the times we live 
in today. But in every one of those times 
when the country was challenged the 
United States of America never failed. 
We have never failed to resolve a difficult 
problem. We have never failed to answer 
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the toughest questions. We’ve never failed 
to overcome the most insurmountable ob- 
stacle. We have never failed to lead the 
world toward a better life. 

And that’s the message that I want to 
leave with you. We’ve got a great country. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in 
the Grand Ole Opry. 


Nashville, Tennessee 


Remarks at a Carter/Mondale Fundraising 
Reception. October 9, 1980 


First of all, I want to thank Tom T. 
and Dixie for being so nice to me as to 
host this reception, and all of the perform- 
ers behind me have really thrilled my 
heart. I’ve been a fan of theirs ever since 
they’ve been performing and I’ve been 
old enough to listen to the radio. Don’t 
you think you got your money’s worth 
just for them? [Applause] 

As you know, I’m part of the Carter 
family. [Laughter] I’m the politician in 
the family; they are the musicians. If I 
could just politick as well as they can sing, 
I wouldn’t have any problems at all— 
[laughter|—this year. 

Since I’ve been in the White House, 
I’ve had a chance to let the world know 
about my love for country music and 
about the value of country music to our 
Nation and to the world. There is no 
other form of music, in my opinion, that 
has such a heartfelt expression of the real, 
few, intense human yearnings and expres- 
sions of love and disappointment, ambi- 
tion and hope, sense of the family, of his- 
tory, as is expressed through country 
music. It’s as modern as the daily news- 
paper, it’s as true to the past as a history 
book, and I think it looks to the future 
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with a great deal of anticipation and con- 
fidence and enjoyment. 

I’m not going to make a political 
speech, because I want to spend my time 
here shaking hands personally with every 
one of you who’ve come to express your 
confidence in me and also come to express 
your confidence in our Nation. I just had 
a very exciting townhall meeting with 
4,400 people in the Grand Ole Opry. And 
to me, this relationship with you as part- 
ners in the future development of our 
country and the exchange of ideas and 
questions with that many people in Nash- 
ville is part of what makes our country 
great. 


I’m determined, if I am reelected in 
November, to continue to make the great- 
est nation on Earth even greater, and ’'m 
determined also to be elected in Novem- 
ber. With your help, we won’t fail. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. in the 
Knoxville Room at the Opryland Hotel. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom T. Hall. 


Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Remarks to Residents of Forsyth County and 


the Surrounding Area. October 9, 1980 


THE PresIpeEntT. Jim, I particularly thank 
you for that wonderful introduction. It’s a 
real pleasure for me to be here. There is 
no way that I could search the United 
States of America and find a better Demo- 
cratic ticket to run with than here in 
North Carolina, the one you’ve put to- 
gether, and I thank you for it. 

My background, as you know, is the 
South. And my present is the South, and 
my future is the South as well, because 
I’ve never found any difference between 
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what was best for this region compared to 
what is best for the entire United States. 

But in the long time prior to 1976, the 
South was not given the opportunity to 
have one of our sons seek the highest of- 
fice of this land successfully. When I began 
to campaign in 1976, many of my south- 
ern friends said, “Jimmy, it won’t be pos- 
sible because the last President who was a 
southerner who was elected was James K. 
Polk in 1844.” But I came to North Car- 
olina and asked you for your help; you 
gave it to me, and now I’m in the White 
House. I’m going to stay there 4 more 
years. 

And I might have a few weaknesses, you 
know, but 

AupiENcE. [Shouting] No! 

Tue Presipent. Some people say I 
have. I agree with you, I think. [Laughter] 
But one of the things that gives me both 
enthusiasm and also confidence in North 
Carolina is to be on this same unity cam- 
paign with one of the finest, strongest, 
most distinguished Governors in_ the 
United States, Jim Hunt. 

And I'd like to say just one special word 
on behalf of a man of great courage. I am 
the President, sometimes lonely, making 
in the Oval Office decisions that are not 
easy, because the questions that come to 
me can’t be solved by you personally or 
within your own home or in a city hall or 
a county courthouse or a State legislature 
or the Governor’s office. They’re the most 
difficult questions of all. And for a Presi- 
dent, eager for a strong nation, eager for 
a nation that uses its strength to stay at 
peace, I’m grateful to you that you let 
Jim Morgan represent you and me and 
this Nation in the United States Senate—— 
Bob Morgan. Bob Morgan is a great man. 

Bob is a man who has been under at- 
tack, as you know, on your televisions, 
from outside forces spending hundreds 
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and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
against a great North Carolinian. And I 
hope that you here in North Carolina will 
show those outside, rich, political, mis- 
guided Americans what you think of Bob 
Morgan. 

In 1974—I was Governor—I came here 
to Winston-Salem at the request of a 
young man running for Congress. A lot of 
people said he didn’t have a chance. I had 
confidence in him. He has assumed a ma- 
jor leadership role in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. He’s grown every year polit- 
ically in wisdom and judgment and in in- 
fluence. He truly represents your best in- 
terests in our National Capital, and I’m 
very glad to come back here as President 
and express to you my pride in Steve Neal, 
who I hope you will keep there for a long, 
long time. 

Well, I’m proud of all of them, but 
I'm going to be even prouder of the peo- 
ple of North Carolina on November the 
4th when you vote the Democratic ticket 
back in office, from the White House all 
the way to the courthouse. 

I think a lot of you know that North 
Carolina is my second home. My people 
came from Bertie County, North Caro- 
lina, and moved to Georgia. They moved 
down there about 10 years before the Rev- 
olution. They were tobacco farmers, and 
I think they surely grew some goobers as 
well. [Laughter] But my ties of kinship 
and friendship with you are very strong. 
And for generations I’ve shared also with 
you and other southerners certain. convic- 
tions that are important to working peo- 
ple—a pride, almost a reverence, for hard 
work; a deep personal belief in God; a 
commitment to maintain strong families; 
a belief that we are stewards of a wonder- 
ful gift of the land; a belief that these 
principles are the bedrock of our society. 
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And I pray to God that the people of the 
South and the people of this Nation will 
never lose their commitment to these en- 
during values. 


I’ve come back home to the South to 
ask you to join with me in one of the 
most crucial campaigns in recent times. 
This is not just a contest between two 
men. It’s not just a contest between Re- 
publicans and Democrats. It’s a contest 
that will spell out for you, for your fam- 
ilies, for those you love and for this Na- 
tion two different futures. The choice will 
affect how we respond and how we search 
for justice and compassion, how we meet 
the challenge of keeping America strong 
and using that strength to maintain 
peace, whether or not we’ll have a strong 
economy, a growing economy, confidence 
in the future, whether we hold down in- 
flation, whether we have fair taxes, 
whether we provide jobs for every Amer- 
ican able to work and make sure that all 
those that are able to work will take a job 
if it’s offered to them. 


I know that America and the people, 
within 4 weeks from now, on November 
the 4th, will make the right choice. And 
I know the people of this country, like 
the people of North Carolina, are build- 
ers. I'd like to say just a word about 
that—builders. 


I’ve seen the South suffer economi- 
cally. I remember the days when the Con- 
gress was passing a minimum wage bill— 
25 cents an hour was what we wanted to 
have. The Democrats were supporting 
that legislation, the Republicans almost 
down the line were against it. And later, 
before I finished high school, the mini- 
mum wage was raised to 40 cents an hour. 
That’s where I got my first job—40 
cents. Democrats were for it; Republicans 
said that working people weren’t worth 
40 cents an hour. 
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I remember in the Depression years 
when Franklin Roosevelt said we need 
social security to give the elderly people 
a chance for self-respect and decency 
and security. Republicans were against 
it. And I remember in _history— 
I lived on a farm—rural free delivery of 
mail. The Democrats were for it; the 
Republicans against it. And I remember 
the Rural Electrification program. I think 
the brightest day of my life, the best day 
of my life was when electricity got to our 
house. I was 13 or 14 years old, and the 
REA came in under Franklin Roosevelt. 
The Democrats were for it; Republicans 
were against it. 

The man I run against represents the 
Republican Party, and he’s said that the 
minimum wage has caused more suffering 
and hardship than the Great Depression. 
And I have a heartfelt concern about 
people that are temporarily out of work, 
and my opponent Governor Reagan says 
that unemployment compensation is just 
a paid vacation for freeloaders. ‘This is 
a man that four times has said, “Let’s let 
social security be voluntary,” which would 
mean the end of that program. He’s cam- 
paigned across this Nation against Medi- 
care. It provides a little bit of health care 
for older people. These are the kinds of 
issues that are at stake in less than 4 weeks, 
and the decisions about those economic 
issues will affect your life. 

We've now got a good energy base in 
this country, for the first time an energy 
policy that’s making progress. We're sav- 
ing energy now, having good conserva- 
tion in our homes, automobiles, at work. 
We’re producing more American energy. 
This year we'll dig more American oil 
and gas wells than any year in history. 
This year we'll produce more American 
coal than any year in history. And this 
day and every day in 1980, we are import- 
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ing from foreign countries 2 million bar- 
rels of oil less than we did the first year 
I was in office. That’s progress, thanks to 
you. 

My opponent says, “Let’s eliminate the 
windfall profits tax; let’s abolish the De- 
partment of Energy; and let’s let the oil 
companies be unleashed to run the en- 
ergy program for us.” That’s the kind of 
issue that will be decided on Novem- 
ber the 4th. 

With that energy hase in place, we 
now have a chance to revitalize the 
American industrial program. We’ve got 
the greatest country on Earth econom- 
ically. The American producers, the 
workers are the most productive on Earth. 
We've not been making as good progress 
in recent years as we ought to to increase 
production. We’ve got to have new tools 
and new factories to do it. 

In recent days, I’ve been in some places 
that show what America can do now that 
we have an energy program in place. I 
was in a steel mill in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey, a modern steel mill where the 
workers in that factory produce more 
steel per year per worker than in any 
factory on Earth. They’re exporting their 
steel, about half of it, to the People’s Re- 
public of China. They can make steel, 
United States, using scrap metal, ship it 
halfway around the world, and sell it to 
China, cheaper than the Japanese can 
make it and just send it a few hundred 
miles over to their neighbors in China. 

Not long ago, I was in the Atlanta air- 
port, a vision of the future, a dynamic 
demonstration of what the South is now 
and will be in years to come. Not long ago, 
I was in a modern textile mill in Spartan- 
burg, South Carolina—typical of what 
we’ve got throughout the South. 

Jim Hunt pointed out that we’ve in- 
creased exports of American textiles to 
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foreign countries for a change—$2 billion 
in the last 2 years—and at the same time, 
we have cut imports from foreign coun- 
tries in textiles to our country. That’s the 
kind of progress I’m talking about now 
and in the future. 

One other example: Last week I was 
in Detroit, Michigan, and Flint, Michi- 
gan, and I saw rolling off those assembly 
lines the best built, best designed, safest, 
most durable automobiles in the world. 
And the next time you trade cars, I want 
you to go to an American dealer, take a 
look at them, give them a chance, because 
none can beat the cars we’re making in 
this country now. 

I’ve just come from East Tennessee. 
I'll save time by moving very quickly to 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. No one 
who’s come to this State and to this 
region can doubt that the economic and 
industrial progress that I’ve just outlined 
to you is taking here as well. I know that 
R. J. Reynolds has just announced a $1 
billion plan to expand capacity and to im- 
prove productivity. 

In every one of these places, your com- 
munity and mine, east and west coast, I 
see the spirit of building something new 
and something good for the country that 
we love. I see the hope for better com- 
munities, the hope for working families to 
live a better life, for young people to enjoy 
their talents and the use of them even 
more than we have had a benefit to do in 
our own generation. I see the future of this 
country strong and secure and good. Don’t 
let anyone tell you different. Don’t let 
anyone tell you that this country is weak or 
washed up, that we don’t have it in us to 
make this great country of ours even 
greater. 


There are people, and you hear from 
them every night on television, who’ve 
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given up on this country. They’ll tell you 
that we have to change our priorities on 
job safety to let workers be endangered, 
on health care to abandon our elderly, on 
aid for schools, on a clean environment. 
They tell you that our military is second 
rate. This is one of the worst things you 
could say about a nation, because it 
creates in our own people the false sense 
of concern, and it expresses doubts which 
lessen the commitment to our alliances by 
those who depend on us in Europe, and 
it raises a false expectation among 
potential adversaries that our Nation 
might be vulnerable to a possible attack. 
Our Nation, militarily, is the strongest na- 
tion on Earth, and we’ll never be second to 
any other country in military strength. 

I don’t want you to forget the impor- 
tant issues at stake. We don’t want to do 
away with Medicare. We don’t want to 
change and weaken social security. And 
also, my opponent, to get to agriculture, 
said that farm price supports, and I quote 
from him, “subsidize the inefficient.” The 
Republican candidate has repeatedly sug- 
gested that programs such as welfare, ed- 
ucation, mass transit, be turned over to 
the States and the local governments to 
pay for. He hasn’t explained it, but if those 
suggestions were implemented, the im- 
pact would be much higher property 
taxes, State income taxes, State sales taxes, 
State business taxes in every part of the 
country. 

North Carolina now receives, from your 
income tax dollars paid to Washington, 
$910 million a year in Federal aid for 
those programs. You’d have to raise State 
and local taxes by 99 percent, almost ex- 
actly twice, or $644 for every family of 
four. That’s not my idea of how to help 
the people of North Carolina. 

If that’s not enough, he also wants a 
massive election year tax cut for the rich. 
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Under the Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal, 
a family making $200,000 a year would 
get 35 times as much benefits as a family 
making $20,000 a year. Only 10 percent 
of this ridiculous tax cut would go for 
job-producing investment. The rest of it 
would set off an inflationary whirlwind so 
severe that even President Ford, who sup- 
ports Governor Reagan, says he could 
never support this tax program, and the 
Republican candidate for Vice President, 
George Bush, said it sounds like voodoo 
economics to him and would increase in- 
flation rate over 30 percent. 

Well, I don’t want to make another 
longer list, but the point I’m trying to 
make to you is that in national security, 
economics, human affairs, local and State 
property taxes, respect for one another— 
these kinds of things are at stake. 


The American people are not simple- 
minded ; they’ve not given up on this coun- 
try nor its values. I meet average Ameri- 
cans every day, and I can tell you that 
Americans throughout this country are 


ready to build again, not tear down. We’re 
ready to continue the program to improve 
our Armed Services with the finest, best 
trained fighting men and women on 
Earth, remembering that the best weapon 
is one that’s never fired in combat, and the 
best soldier is the one that never has to give 
his life or shed his blood on the field of 
battle. 

And finally, let me say this: We’re also 
ready to sustain our farm programs. The 
American farm family wants nothing 
more than stable agricultural programs 
with stable prices and orderly marketing. 
I’m committed to that, including, and es- 
pecially including, a sound loan support 
program for tobacco. 

I know that tobacco farmers are se- 
riously concerned about the treatment of 
imported tobacco by the Customs Service. 
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I share that concern, particularly over the 
report that leaf tobacco is being shredded 
overseas expressly for the purpose of cir- 
cumventing our United States laws. I in- 
tend to see that the loophole that permits 
this practice is closed once and for all. 

I’m directing the Department of Agri- 
culture to determine what the quality of 
this imported tobacco is. And if it’s deter- 
mined, as a result of this information, 
that the necessary relief cannot be pro- 
vided promptly under existing law and 
authority, I will propose to the Congress 
as soon as they reconvene that they 
promptly enact legislation granting me 
that authority. And I want to be sure 
that Bob Morgan and Steve Neal and 
the other Congressmen from North Car- 
olina are up there to help me correct this 
deficiency in our law. 

Two million farm families in this 
country, a lot of them in Georgia, de- 
pend on the tobacco industry, and I won’t 
ever forget that. 

Finally, let me say to you that we recog- 
nize that to rebuild our economy is im- 
portant, it’s going to take a while, but the 
Americans have never failed to do what 
we set to do as a goal. Think back in 
history. Some of you are even older than 
I am. You remember the days of the 
Great Depression. Our Nation was tested. 
Some of you remember even the First 
World War. Our Nation, democracy it- 
self, was tested. Many of you remember 
the Second World War, the Korean war, 
the divisive Vietnam war that separated 
one from another among Americans. You 
remember the disgrace and embarrass- 
ment of Watergate. You remember the 
time when the South was struggling to 
overcome discrimination and separation 
of black from white and how we had to go 
through those tortuous years to change 


cur way of life—one of the best things 
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that ever happened to us. But this is an 
example of a few things that this coun- 
try has faced in the past—in the past. 

Nothing that we face now equals the 
difficulty or the trial or the tribulation 
or worry of those experiences. I won’t 
even mention the War Between the States 
or the Revolutionary War, other times 
when our Nation’s been tested. But you 
remember this: Whenever our Nation has 
been tested, with the American people 
unified we have never failed. We have 
never failed to answer any question, no 
matter how difficult. We’ve never failed 
to solve any problem, no matter how much 
effort it took. We’ve never failed to scale 
any obstacle, no matter how great. And 
we have never failed to set an example 
for the rest of the world. Our country has 
always been on the cutting edge of prog- 
ress. We raise high the banner of human 
rights, freedom, a belief in the average 
human being, a belief in God, a commit- 
ment that our children will have a better 
life even than the one we have. Those are 
the kinds of concepts that have made this 
Nation great, and with your help and with 
the help of God in the years ahead, we'll 
make the greatest nation on Earth even 
greater. 

Thank you very much. Work hard this 
next 4 weeks. God bless you. 

I want the entire Nation to remember 
farmers and agriculture. And the Con- 
gress has passed a proclamation setting 
aside a special time for this country to 
pause, to thank God, and to remember 
what agriculture, what our land, what 
our stewardship means to this country, 
now and in the future. And I’m going to 
sit down at this table on my left now, 
surrounded by your fine North Carolina 
leaders, and sign this proclamation into 
law. And I want to make sure that we 
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never forget we’ve got a tremendous re- 
sponsibility to make the Earth clean and 
productive, to make sure that neighbors 
respect one another, to make sure we 
never lose our confidence and our faith 
and never forget to thank God who gave 
us all our blessings. 
Thank you very much. 


[At this point, the President signed the joint 
resolution into law.] 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:19 p.m. at 
the grandstand area of the Dixie Classic Fair- 
grounds. 

As enacted, H.J. Res. 560, a bill requesting 
the President to proclaim March 9, 1981, as 
National Agriculture Day, is Public Law 96—- 
416, approved October 9. 


Clemmons, North Carolina 


Remarks at a Carter /Mondale Fundraising 
Reception. October 9, 1980 


Thank you very much, my good friend, 
Jim Hunt. Jim Hunt calls me often 
enough to tell me what North Carolina 
needs—{laughter|—and in between times, 
Bob Morgan is right there at my elbow 
to make sure that I never forget. He says, 
“J want you to be as good a President for 
North Carolina as Jim Hunt would be if 
he was in the Oval Office.” And that’s a 
pretty high standard to meet, but I try to 
meet it. [Laughter] 

This is a beautiful place—isn’t it?— 
and a beautiful nation, with people who 
have confidence in the future, people who 
have never failed to meet any challenge 
presented to us, people who are confident 
in one another, who believe in God, who 
love the land, who want strong families 
and communities that are making prog- 
ress; a nation that’s strong militarily and 
economically, whose political influence is 
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felt beneficially all over the world; a na- 
tion committed to peace, peace not 
through weakness, but peace through 
strength; a nation whose government is 
admired and emulated in many parts of 
the world; a nation that’s unselfish, that 
sometimes tries to help others maybe a 
little too much; a nation which has always 
kept intact the commitment to high prin- 
ciples and moral standards that never 
change; a nation that faces tribulation 
and answers questions and overcomes ob- 
stacles and solves problems without fail; 
a nation that’s on the cutting edge of 
progress, that looks to the future not with 
doubt and fear and trepidation, but with 
anticipation and hope. That’s the kind of 
nation we have. 

God’s really blessed us, and I’m very 
glad to be here today to share that bless- 
ing with you. 

This is an election year. We’re running 
a hard, difficult campaign. It’s not easy. 
We face enormous bankrolls with all 
kinds of groups, financed with unlimited 
resources that don’t even count, as you 
know, in the campaign for United States 
Senator here, when Bob Morgan is at- 
tacked every day with thousands and 
thousands of dollars from outside the 
State—a man who’s courageous and who's 
committed to those principles that I’ve 
outlined to you. I’m glad to be on a ticket 
with him and with Steve Neal and with 
Jim Hunt. 

The Democratic Party is one that’s not 
perfect. We’ve made mistakes perhaps in 
the past, but those mistakes were always 
open. They were not mistakes of the de- 
vious kind. They were made after con- 
sultation with people. We couldn’t always 
anticipate what OPEC was going to do. 
We couldn’t always anticipate the dif- 
ference between the emphasis on jobs and 
the control of inflation, That’s not pos- 
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sible for anyone to do. But the Democratic 
Party is a party of competence and com- 
mitment and compassion. I’m proud to 
be a part of it. 

I’m also proud to be a southerner. As 
I told the people at the fairgrounds, my 
people came from North Carolina way 
back. My cousin, Willard Slappey, Dr. 
Willard Slappey, is back here with his 
wife. Our people moved down from North 
Carolina to Georgia 10 years before the 
Revolutionary War, but our ties have al- 
ways been close ones. And I think the 
concepts that I’ve just outlined to you 
have epitomized the concepts of the South. 

I’m the first President elected from the 
South since James Polk was elected in 
1844. It was not possible prior to the 
change in civil rights laws for a southerner 
to be considered seriously for President. 
That change was not easy. I look out on 
this crowd and see black and white peo- 
ple, friends, neighbors, sharing the pres- 
ent, sharing the future. It’s an exhilarat- 
ing, almost emotional thing for me. But 
that concept has stood us in good stead. 

And we in this country have to remem- 
ber that we are a nation of refugees, we’re 
a nation of immigrants, each one of us dif- 
ferent, family blood ties to almost every 
nation on Earth, which gives us a great 
advantage, because we have a special 
sense of the preservation of the past, which 
is part of the southern consciousness too, 
and a knowledge of the diversity of hu- 
man beings which makes us respect every 
single person, no matter how great, no 
matter how small. And that’s part of our 
strength. That doesn’t fragment us one 
from another. It just let us put together 
our varied kind of interests and talents 
and abilities and concepts and commit- 
ments in a beautiful mosaic that makes 
up America. 
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We've opened up the rest of the world 
for new friendship. Africa was never part 
of the political consciousness of this coun- 
try before I became President. This week 
we had the president of Nigeria, the great- 
est black nation on Earth. When Henry 
Kissinger was Secretary of State not long 
ago, he tried to go to Nigeria; they 
wouldn’t let him come in. We've seen 
Zimbabwe, a new nation formed recently, 
democratic nation, free elections, majority 
rule, equality—great step forward. We 
helped do that. Lately we’ve opened up 
the People’s Republic of China, a billion 
people, one out of every four people on 
Earth, with whom we haven’t had any 
diplomatic relationships in decades. And 
now they’re our friends. In the process 
we've expanded trade with Taiwan. This 
gives us a new opportunity to let the bene- 
fits of America be expressed all over the 
world. 


Finally, let me say that this election in 
less than 4 weeks is crucial. It’ll determine 
the future of our country. It'll determine 
whether that progress continues, whether 
we can work as the Democratic Party for 
the things that I’ve outlined to you as 
guiding lights in our life. And I say that 
with a proper degree of humility and also 
a proper understanding of the difficulties 
we face, but with confidence, because I 
believe that with partners like you— 
President, in one of the most difficult jobs 
on Earth, a sometimes lonely job, dealing 
with crises that you never know about 
unless the President makes a mistake, and 
then a crisis becomes something that might 
devastate your life or change the life of 
every person on Earth. 

The job that I have is a good one. 
It’s the highest office certainly in the free 
world. It’s one revered by American 
people. It’s one where difficult problems 
and questions arise, because if you can’t 
solve a problem in your own life or in your 
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home, county courthouse, city hall, State 
legislature, Governor’s office, it comes to 
me, and I work with the Congress and try 
to deal with it. 

Well, it could be lonely and unpleasant, 
but it’s not because I don’t feel alone. 
I feel that every one of you, in a tangible 
way, is my partner, and that’s why I’ve 
come here to North Carolina again to let 
you know that in this next 4 weeks I need 
you. I need you to do more than just 
contribute $500—that’s a lot—I need for 
you to set as your goal an all-out commit- 
ment to success for the Democratic ticket 
on November the 4th, because the decision 
made that day could be one of the most 
important decisions in your lifetime. It 
could be more important than the level of 
your income next year. It could be more 
important than what kind of college your 
child might attend in the future. It could 
be more important than the quality of 
automobile you buy or exactly where you 
live in a neighborhood. 

And I hope that you will set aside a 
substantial portion of your time and con- 
tact directly the people that look to you 
for leadership and who trust your judg- 
ment. There’s no one in this group that 
can’t reach 100 people, most of you can 
reach 1,000, maybe 10,000 people, to say, 
“I’ve got confidence in Bob Morgan and 
Jim Hunt, Steve Neal, Jimmy Carter, and 
I hope you'll help them continue to lead 
our State and our Nation.” 

That’s why I’ve come here, to thank 
you, first of all, and let you know you’re 
my partners. And I believe with that 
partnership we’ll make the greatest nation 
on Earth even greater in the years ahead. 

Thank you very much. And now, I’ll go 
around and shake hands with all I can 
reach. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. 
outside the Tanglewood Park Clubhouse. 
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Tallahassee, Florida 


Remarks at a Fundraising Fish Fry for State 
Democratic House Nominees. 
October 9, 1980 


Governor Bob Graham, Speaker Ralph 
Havens, my friends and neighbors: 

I’ve got two or three things to say to 
you to start with. First of all, I am really 
glad to be home in the South. That is a 
great feeling. I remember your commis- 
sioner of agriculture said when I ran for 
Governor in 1970 that I did so well in 
south Georgia that I swept Georgia and 
carried four counties in _ Florida. 
[Laughter] It’s always been hard for me 
to tell where the line was. [Laughter] 
You know, to me it’s just one people who 
love each other. 


Secondly, I’m here because I came to 
remind you that we’ve got 26 days to get 
ready to whip the Republicans from the 
courthouse to the White House on No- 
vember the 4th. Pll never forget what 
Florida did for me in 1976. My wife spent 


113 days campaigning in Florida before 
that most significant primary election, and 
you gave me those expressions of support. 
In the general election the Florida elec- 
tors voted for me. This spring, as you 
know, it was a very tough campaign. You 
gave me another strong expression of sup- 
port. You’ve established a wonderful 
tradition—[laughter|—which I know 
you’re going to continue to carry out in 
4 weeks. Right? [Applause] 

And I might say that since I’ve been in 
the White House, a very special place, 
holding the highest elective office, in the 
free world at least, perhaps in the entire 
world, an office respected and revered by 
the American people, I have called on 
Florida leaders to help me. 


One of the greatest troublespots that 
we have is our next door neighbors in the 
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Caribbean. And when I got ready to put 
together a nationwide organization of 
leaders from education, from local and 
State government, from business, and from 
labor, I cast about in my own mind for 
the best person in this entire Nation, a 
leader with integrity, sensitivity, courage, 
who could head this commission to re- 
cement relations with this crucial part of 
the world. And I settled on the best man 
I could find, and that’s Bob Graham, 
your Governor. 

Our couniry has a lot of domestic chal- 
lenges, opportunities, but internationally 
our country is growing by leaps and 
bounds. In the last 3% years, we have 
opened up, for United States beneficial 
influence, the entire continent of Africa, 
about 50 nations, a vast area of the world, 
with hundreds of millions of people that 
had never been touched really by Ameri- 
can diplomacy or American trade. We’ve 
formed now a friendship with a billion 
new people in the People’s Republic of 
China, one-fourth of the total population 
on Earth, and we’ve kept intact and have 
increased the trade with the people on 
Taiwan at the same time. This hand of 
friendship opens up opportunities for us 
that will touch the life of every person 
here and every person who looks to you 
for leadership. 

We’re increasing our agricultural prod- 
ucts sales to those countries. We’ve put 
some restraints on sales this year to the 
Soviet Union, but in spite of that, we’ve 
had the largest increase in agricuitural 
exports in the history of the world. We 
have increased exports to $40 billion this 
year, $8 billion more than 1979. 1979 set 
a world record, 1978 set a world record, 
1977 set a world record on agricultural 
exports. One of the reasons for that is 
that we’ve come down here to Florida 
to get two men, one to be our Special 
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Trade Representative to open up op- 
portunities in textiles, automobiles, steel, 
agriculture—and you trained him well— 
Reubin Askew, your former Governor. 
And I thank you for him. 

And I’ve got one special love, I have 
to admit. My folks have lived in the South 
for a long time, since before this country 
was formed. We’ve all been farmers. My 
father nor his father nor anyone back 
ever finished high school until I came 
along. Our roots are in the earth. We 
believe in the same thing you do—strong 
families, strong communities, God, the 
stewardship of the land, integrity, neigh- 
borliness, patriotism. Those characteristics 
are very important. 

And to me, agriculture is the greatest 
single resource that God has given us in 
this country. And I needed someone to 
represent the South, who understood 
thoroughly agriculture, to put in at a top 
position in the Department of Agriculture. 
And you trained Jim Williams for that 
job. And he’s done a superb job with it. 

And you gave me Fred Schultz for the 
Federal Reserve Board and Jay Janis to 
help get the home loan industry back on 
its feet. We’re making good progress with 
that. Every month for the last few 
months, 4 or 5 months in a row, we’ve 
had an increase in new home starts. 

And I’m just grateful to you and 
wanted to point out very quickly some of 
the reasons why my ties to Florida are 
permanent. 

There are a lot of things I could talk 
about tonight. I’m just going to talk 
about one, because as you go around the 
country as Democrats, running for the 
State legislature, it’s important for you 
to carry a message—a message of sharp 
comparison between the principles of our 
party, represented by Franklin Roosevelt, 
Lyndon Johnson, Jack Kennedy, Harry 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


Truman, who’ve seen clearly the same 
things we see. 


Those of us who grew up in the Great 
Depression remember the elderly living 
in poor folks’ homes, with no sense of 
self-decency or respect and no security. 
And Franklin Roosevelt proposed social 
security; Republicans were against it, but 
it passed. 

We believe that a man who works or 
a woman who works ought to be paid a 
decent wage. This has not always been 
the case. I remember the first minimum 
wage bill proposed, when I was a very 
young man—25 cents an hour. Demo- 
crats supported it, finally got it passed, 
Republicans against it. My first job as a 
high school senior—at the minimum 
wage of 40 cents. That enormous in- 
crease from 25 to 40 cents Democrats sup- 
ported, Republicans opposed. The work- 
ing families have always been important 
to us, 

My Republican opponent has said that 
the minimum wage has caused more suf- 
fering and hardship than the Great De- 
pression, and he’s said that fascism is the 
basis for the New Deal that gave us so- 
cial security, gave us REA, gave us the 
minimum wage. He said that unemploy- 
ment compensation for husbands and 
and wives who are temporarily out of a 
job is a prepaid vacation for freeloaders. 
When Medicare was proposed, to give 
some modicum of health care for old peo- 
ple, he traveled this Nation back and 
forth, working to defeat it. 

The sensitivity to human beings is im- 
portant, and those things affect you and 
those who look to you to lead them in the 
Florida legislature in the future. 

But the point I want to make to you 
tonight is as a President, responsible for 
our Nation’s defense, because this is an is- 
sue that has been distorted too much in 
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this campaign. It is a crucial issue. It af- 
fects the life of every person who lives in 
this country, perhaps the entire world. 


Republicans were in the White House 
8 years before I got there. My back- 
ground is in the military. ’m a Naval 
Academy graduate, a submarine officer. 
For 7 of those years, our Nation’s ex- 
penditure for defense went down. In 8 
years our defense commitment decreased 
by 35 percent. Since I’ve been in the 
White House, every single year we’ve had 
a steady, predictable, orderly, construc- 
tive increase in the commitment that our 
Nation has made for defense. This is im- 
portant, but I’d like to remind you that 
the reason for a nation to have a strong 
defense is not to kill or be killed; it’s to 
keep peace. We’ve kept the Nation at 
peace. 

And it doesn’t help our country for 
false statements to be made that our 
Nation is militarily weak, because of two 
or three reasons. One, it creates a sense 
of uneasiness or concern in the minds of 
American people when they hear state- 
ments like this that are not true. It also 
weakens the ties that bind our country to 
our Western European allies and to other 
allies around the country [world] like 
Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, 
Japan, and others. The worst thing it 
does, when these false statements are 
made that the United States is somehow 
militarily weak and vulnerable, is it might 
lead a potential adversary to misjudge us 
and to challenge us, in a way that would 
be suicidal, based on a distorted picture of 
what our Nation is. Our Nation militarily 
is the strongest nation on Earth, and we 
will never be second to any nation on 
Earth. 

Just two more quick points. One is that 
a plane with only one wing wouldn’t fly, 
and a nation with just a strong defense 
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establishment cannot preserve the peace. 
Along with that strong defense capability 
must go the realization that the best 
weapon is one that’s never used in com- 
bat and, secondly, the best soldier is one 
that never lays his life down on the field 
of battle or sheds his blood in war. That’s 
important to remember. 

So, along with a strong defense you’ve 
got to have two other things. One is arms 
control, particularly nuclear arms con- 
trol. Ever since Truman was in the White 
House, every President—Republican and 
Democrat, Eisenhower, Ford, Nixon, all 
the Democrats who’ve preceded me in the 
White House—have worked to negotiate 
with the Soviet Union, an agreement to 
limit nuclear weapons, to have rough 
equivalency or balance, strict limits, and a 
way to prove compliance with the SALT 
treaties, and then the goal of lowering 
those limits to eliminate nuclear weapons. 

Recently Governor Reagan announced 
that SALT II treaty would be withdrawn 
from consideration if he should become 
President, and he advocated the end to 
this treaty, which has been negotiated by 
me, Nixon, and Ford, and somehow ad- 
vocated a nuclear arms race or a playing 
of a card with the treat of a nuclear arms 
race against the Soviet Union. This is 
a profoundly important and _ radical 
departure in the attitude of our Nation. It 
hurts our people, because Americans 
ought to be eager to remove the threat of 
nuclear destruction from the world in a 
balanced way. Our allies and friends, 
those who have nuclear weapons and who 
don’t have nuclear weapons, would be 
deeply disturbed with this new departure. 
And of course, we want to be at peace and 
negotiate with the Soviet Union for this 
ultimate goal. That’s one thing that 
bothers me in this campaign, a very 
serious development. 
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And the other thing is that no matter 
who’s in the White House, you have crises 
that come up. I’ve not been there one 
day since I was inaugurated that there 
wasn’t a trouble spot in the world some- 
where that directly impinged on my deci- 
sions. I and all my predecessors, Repub- 
lican and Democratic, when those trouble 
spots arose, have tried to deal with them 
in a diplomatic way, without the use of 
American military forces, to negotiate or 
to work them out not through weakness 
but through strength. 

Repeatedly, for the last 8 or 10 years, 
my opponent has time after time after 
time called for the injection of American 
military forces into those sensitive trouble 
areas, in our own hemisphere, in Ecua- 
dor, in Cuba, in Korea, in the Middle 
East, Cyprus, Angola, Pakistan. Eight or 
10 times, either as a candidate for Presi- 
dent or potential candidate for President, 
he has called for the use of American 
military forces in those troubled areas. I 
don’t have any idea what he would do if 
he was in the Oval Office, but that pat- 
tern concerns me deeply. 

The point I want to make to you in 
closing is that a lot is at stake in this elec- 
tion, and your responsibility as supporters 
of the Florida Democratic legislative 
candidates and as future members of the 
legislature, as well, are the same respon- 
sibilities as mine. We represent the same 
party, the same concept, the same prin- 
ciples, the same ideals, the same heritage, 
the same commitments. There’s no way 
to separate you from me. 

The Presidency is a lonely job, because 
I deal with problems that are important 
to you. If I deal with them properly, with 
sound judgment, in accordance with 
that heritage that I’ve just outlined to 
you, you may never know about them. 
But if I make a mistake or a misjudg- 
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ment, that potential crisis can affect your 
life or the life of everyone on Earth. It 
is a lonely job, but I don’t feel neglected 
or secluded or isolated, because of the 
partnership I’ve just described to you, be- 
cause I’ve got people like Reubin Askew 
and Bob Graham and others to work with 
me to represent you. And many of you 
in this room feel that you’re part of my 
administration. 


And as a Democratic President, the 
nominee of our party, the titular head 
of the Democratic Party itself, I’m part 
of your organization. And as you take 
your message in this next 4 weeks to the 
people of Florida, to be reelected or 
elected to the State legislature, hope 
you'll remember those principles that do 
not change, the things that bind us 
together. 

We've got the greatest nation on Earth. 
We have never had, when this country 
was unified, a question that we could 
not answer or a problem that we could not 
solve or an obstacle that we could not 
overcome. We’ve got some problems now, 
yes. But don’t let anybody fool you about 
this Nation being weak or about us being 
debilitated or our problems being insolu- 
ble, because we’ve faced much more 
problems, much more serious ones than 
the ones we face now. The First and 
Second World Wars, the Korean war, 
the Vietnam war that divided us, the 
Great Depression, the social changes be- 
tween blacks and whites in the South, the 
Watergate scandals—all those things were 
much more serious than what we face 
now. 


And I'd just like to remind you that 
we've got a great country, a unified people, 
a strong party, a platform on which we 
can run with pride, a future that holds 
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promise and confidence, not despair and 
fear and trepidation. We’ve always been 
on the cutting edge of progress. Our party, 
our Nation are the greatest on Earth. And 
if we are victorious on November the 
4th, with common commitments and hard 
work—and there’s no shortcut that I know 
in politics—we’ll make the greatest nation 
on Earth even greater in the years ahead. 
That’s my goal. You help me to do it. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 p.m. at 
the North Florida Fairgrounds. 

Following his appearance at the fish fry, the 


President went to the Governor’s Mansion in 
Tallahassee, where he stayed overnight. 


Tallahassee, Florida 


Remarks on Signing the Refugee Education 
Assistance Act of 1980 Into Law. 
October 10, 1980 


Mr. Speaker, Governor Graham, Senator 
Chiles, Senator Pepper, Bill Gunter, my 


other good friends who are here in this 
beautiful new building typical of the pres- 
ent progress of Florida and the future 
dreams of an even greater State, members 
of the State cabinet who’ve come this 
morning and honored me, members of the 
State legislature: 

I think of all the human problems that 
I’ve had since I’ve been in the White 
House, this has been the most severe for 
me personally, as well. Hardly a day has 
gone by in the last few months that I 
haven’t had direct communication, either 
with your Governor or other officials in 
the State of Florida or with the congres- 
sional delegation in Washington, repre- 
senting your views and your ideas and 
your problems and concerns. 

It would have been easy to demagogue 
this issue, perhaps some were tempted to 
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do so, but the thing that always impressed 
itself on my mind was that ours is a na- 
tion of immigrants. My parents and 
grandparents were immigrants, and I 
would guess that unless some of you are 
Native Americans, that all of your ances- 
tors were immigrants. It’s been difficult 
for those who came here in generations 
gone by to be assimilated into a new so- 
ciety. Almost all of us, with the possible 
exception, of course, of the slaves who 
came here earlier, camé actively seeking 
freedom, a better life, a chance to worship 
as we chose, a chance to escape from op- 
pressive regimes, a chance to be assimi- 
lated into a heterogeneous society that’s 
America, a chance to worship freely. 
There was a lot of prejudice against some 
of those immigrants who came here from 
Ireland, who came here from Italy, Pol- 
and, Indonesia, China, Japan, because 
they didn’t speak our language well and 
their societal structure and their family 
structure were different from ours. And; 
that prejudice was real and tangible and 
was felt very strongly against immigrants 
ever since our Nation was founded. 

Those who'd come here a little earlier 
said, “We've got our freedom. We’ve been 
assimilated into this great country, now 
let’s don’t let others come and disturb our 
privileged way of life.” That could have 
been the attitude expressed by Floridians 
in this last few troubled months, but it 
was not, and I’m proud of what you’ve 
done. 

I want to congratulate Senator Dick 
Stone for the good work he did on this 
bill, and Dante Fascell who worked day 
and night, Ed Stack who was in the fore- 
front of making sure that the problems 
absorbed by Florida were shared by the 
Federal Government in financial terms, 
and the men and women on this stage 
with me, a couple of whom will speak af- 
ter I do. 
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This bill signing is important, not only 
to you but to this country, because this is 
not just a Florida problem, it’s a Federal 
problem, it’s a national problem. And I 
want to let you know this morning—as I 
have felt from the very beginning, con- 
strained as I was by the law and by ap- 
propriations and by restraints of a bu- 
reaucracy that’s not quick to move—that 
I assume the responsibility, as President, 
for the problem generated recently by the 
unexpected immigration from Cuba and 
particularly from Haiti as well. 

I’m glad this morning to sign the Ref- 
ugee Education Assistance Act, and there’s 
no better place to sign it than here in the 
beautiful Florida Capitol. This legisla- 
tion means that $100 million will imme- 
diately be available to the communities 
of Florida and a few other States to help 
reimburse them for expenses involved in 
the recent influx of people from Cuba 
and from Haiti. 

The amount of the Federal share of this 
cost is flexible; it’s up to me. The judg- 
ment that I have made is that the Fed- 
eral Government should assume 100 per- 
cent of the cost. The items for which the 
Federal Government’s responsibility will 
lie will be a matter of agreement between 
our agencies and those of Florida and 
Dade County and others involved. We 
also have funds in this continuing reso- 
lution to help in the resettlement 
problem. 

This has been a difficult period for you, 
especially. It’s required a massive emer- 
gency effort to accommodate this large 
number who are seeking freedom and a 
new life in this country. It could not have 
happened under more difficult circum- 
stances. As many as three or four thou- 
sand people per day were pouring into 
the southern part of Florida in one par- 
ticular time period. We’ve processed them 
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at centers in Florida, as you know, and 
Arkansas where the problems were very 
difficult, in Wisconsin where the coopera- 
tion was hard to find, in Pennsylvania, 
other places in this country. And we’re 
presently preparing a center to be used, 
if necessary, in Puerto Rico. 

Now we're carrying out the equally 
difficult task of helping these newcomers 
enter the mainstream as productive mem- 
bers of our society. The most immedi- 
ately important features of the bill I’m 
signing is title 5, the Fascell-Stone amend- 
ment. Congress has already appropriated 
$100 million in reimbursements for cash 
and medical assistance and social services 
provided to these newcomers; this amend- 
ment makes that money available. Also, 
I pledge to seek from Congress additional 
funds, as necessary, to meet the Federal 
Government’s responsibility in these 
programs. 

Another significant feature of this act 
will help Florida communities. It’s a 3- 
year program of grants to States to help 
local education agencies meet the needs 
of Cuban and Haitian adults and chil- 
dren. The bill also authorizes aid to 
school districts greatly affected by the in- 
flux of children from Indochina. 

Many of you here worked conscien- 
tiously, tirelessly, to help meet the urgent 
needs created overnight by these extraor- 
dinary circumstances. This has not been 
easy for you; it’s not been easy for the 
other people of Florida; it’s not been 
easy for the President or for other people 
in this country. 

The behavior of the Cuban officials 
during this exodus period violated inter- 
national law and standards of common 
decency. The only recent precedent was 
the flight of the boat people from Viet- 
nam. As you know, in recent months, 
some who fled from Cuba died on the 
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voyage, and more would have died had 
not our Coast Guard and Navy carried 
out more than 1,000 rescue missions so ef- 
fectively. I have deployed a whole flotilla 
of ships between the Florida Keys and 
Mariel Harbor to try to make sure that we 
could restrain the flow of boats down to 
Cuba, but once they were loaded with 
human beings and coming back to this 
country that those human beings’ lives 
were not endangered. In my judgment, 
that was compatible with the principles 
and ideals of a great humanitarian and 
freedom-loving country. 

Also, we’re continuing to identify those 
Cuban entrants with criminal histories 
and mental illnesses and are placing them 
in appropriate institutions. And while 
we’ve emphasized our difficulties, I be- 
lieve history will write that we did well. 
About 90 percent of those who entered 
have already been resettled satisfactorily 
in the United States. The Federal Gov- 
ernment worked closely and effectively 
with State and local leaders, with volun- 
teer agencies, and _ with 
families. 


individual 


This act is a good example of that kind 
of partnership. Finally we’ve shown that 
once again, the American people ac- 
cepted and gavt new hope to yet another 
group of people accepting and yearning 
for and finally acquiring freedom. This 
is one of our Nation’s oldest and most 
humane traditions. You were indeed a 
part of history. 


History has never been easy. When peo- 
ple are tested and stand the test, then the 
history of our country has been good. And 
America has seldom failed to meet hu- 
manitarian needs and to marshal our re- 


sources in a proper fashion when we have 
been tested under stress. The people of 
Florida have indeed made me proud. 


Oct. 10 


It’s with a great deal of pleasure that 

I now sign this act, following which ! 
would like to ask Senator Lawton Chiles 
and then Senator Claude Pepper to 
respond. 
[At this point, the President signed the bill into 
law. Following the remarks of the other of- 
ficials, the President resumed speaking as 
follows:] 

That would be a good finale for this— 
[laughter|—session, but I would like to 
add one additional word. Our problems 
are not completely over, as you know. 
This will undoubtedly be a responsibility 
that we’ll share for months in the future. 
I’ve decided to move all of the remaining 
refugees who’ve not yet been settled into 
Arkansas, and Bill Clinton and the Ar- 
kansas Legislature are cooperating very 
well with this necessary move. 

We have still a desire, commitment to 
let those Cubans who have come here 
and have changed their mind be returned 
to Cuba. We also have a commitment 
that those who’ve come here as so-called 
undesirables who have serious criminal 
records be returned to Cuba, as they 
should be, and we won’t stop in our effort 
to settle this entire problem in a way 
compatible with our own ideals and with 
the American law. In the use of emer- 
gency funds that I’ve alloted to Florida 
in recent months, I have to admit that 
I may have stretched the law just a little 
bit, but it was necessary, and I think the 
Congress and the courts would under- 
stand the special circumstances involved. 

As Lawton Chiles pointed out, our 
American laws just have not contempla- 
ted large numbers of refugees, several 
hundred or several thousand per day, ar- 
riving here not having been screened and 
assessed and with no preliminary plans 
having been made. But I will continue 
to work closely with you. And as the 
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weeks go by, if the circumstances should 
change, we have formed a kind of a 
sense of partnership that, in my judg- 
ment will stand us in good stead with any 
unanticipated developments in the days 
to come. 

Again, I’d like to repeat the deepest 
feelings of my heart by saying again how 
proud I am of the people of Florida. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. be- 
fore a joint session of the Florida State Leg- 
islature in the House of Representatives 
Chamber of the State Capitol. 

As enacted, H.R. 7859 is Public Law 96- 
422, approved October 10. 


Tallahassee, Florida 


Interview With a Correspondent From the 
Florida News Network. October 10, 1980 


Reporter. It’s nice to have you in 
Florida, sir. 
Tue Preswent. I’m glad to be back. 


CusBAN-HalITIAN REFUGEE SITUATION 
THE PRESIDENT’S ROLE 


Q. I'd like to ask you a couple of ques- 
tions, first of all, about the refugee prob- 
lems as many south Floridians see the 
problem now. 

Tue Presiwent. All right. 


Q. Some observers feel the $100 mil- 
lion refugee appropriation is nothing 
more than a token gesture by the Gov- 
ernment; more importantly, that the 
Government failed to act responsibly and 
decisively in handling the refugees. In 
looking back, how would you have han- 
dled it differently? 


THe Presipent. There’s no way I 
could have handled it differently. The 
law under which I was operating was de- 
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signed to handle refugees who had been 
screened in an orderly fashion ahead of 
time, before they ever arrived on our 
shores. The law did not contemplate and 
did not give me the authority to act in 
a way where several hundred or several 
thousand each day were arriving here 
directly from their former home, of Cuba 
primarily. As a matter of fact, I prob- 
ably stretched the law a little bit in al- 
lotting emergency funds, over which I 
did have some control, to alleviate the 
problem financially in Dade County and 
other affected areas. 

We proposed to the Congress months 
ago legislation which would permit me to 
have money available to pick up the 
burden from Florida, and this $100 mil- 
lion is designed to alleviate the financial 
problem. We also have flexibility on how 
much of this cost to absorb by the Fed- 
eral Government under the present law, 
and I’ve decided that it ought to be 100 
percent. 

Florida has responded well, in the 
tradition of our Nation, to people seek- 
ing freedom. And I want to make sure 
that everyone understands this is a na- 
tional problem for which I personally, as 
President, assume responsibility. We'll 
still have some problems in the future, 
but I think the partnership that’s been 
formed and the close relationship that 
we've developed, with almost daily con- 
sultations between myself and the Gov- 
ernor, local officials in south Florida, 
particularly, and the Florida congres- 
sional delegation, will stand us in good 
stead in the future. 

We've tried to handle this in a way, 
understanding the humanitarian aspects 
involved. We’ve not made a political 
football out of it. We’ve been very careful 
not to demagogue this issue. And in my 
judgment, the Florida officials and I have 
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worked very closely and harmoniously 
under the most difficult circumstances, 
not covered at all by the previous Ameri- 
can laws. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL ROLE 


Q. You say yourself as President 
have 


Tue PRESIDENT. Yes. 


Q. assumed the full responsibility. 
How about the Congress? They have to 
play a role in this, perhaps more directly 
than yourself, even. 

THE Preswenr. Well, the Congress has 
now passed authorization and appropria- 
tion laws, working very closely with me, 
that permits this financial burden to be 
assumed by the Federal Government, and 
that will be done. 

Q. People in south Florida are con- 
cerned that—what happens now in terms 
of the continued education for the re- 
fugees and possibly future resettlement of 
refugees, in terms of more appropriations 
should it be needed? 

Tue PresipeNT. Yes, we'll get more 
appropriations if necessary to continue 
this process that I’ve already initiated, and 
I think the Congress has learned a lesson, 
too. It won’t take so long in the future to 
pass the necessary laws. This legislation 
would have been passed earlier, but it was 
attached to the foreign aid bill as a vehicle 
in the legislative process. That bill is still 
in conference committee. We have not yet 
got it passed. So we had to attach this 
legislation to an education bill just to get 
it through the Congress in a hurry before 
the Congress recessed. 

Also, I’ve decided to move all the re- 
maining refugees who’ve not yet been 
processed and settled into one location. 
It happens to be in Arkansas. And we’re 
working now very well with the Governor 
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of Arkansas and with the officials of that 
State to make sure that the entire process 
is handled in an orderly fashion. 


POLITICAL ATTACKS ON THE HANDLING 
OF THE SITUATION 


Q. Governor Reagan, of course, most 
recently—and then I believe last week 
John Anderson, again attacking your ad- 
ministration, you as the President, for not 
taking a position sooner on the refugees. 
How do you respond to that at this point? 

Tue PresipENT. That’s a ridiculous 
attitude on the part of Governor Reagan. 
He’s tried to have it both ways, depending 
on what audience he was addressing. Back 
in May when the crisis was at its peak, and 
I was trying to enforce the American laws 
and restrict the flow of aliens into this 
country with a flotilla of Coast Guard 
ships and Navy ships, Governor Reagan 
criticized me for that obstacle that I was 
placing in the ocean to enforce the Amer- 
ican law. He also called for an air flotilla 
to be sent to Cuba to pick up anyone who 
wanted to come here and was very critical 
of the effort that I was making with the 
Florida officials to handle these refugees 
in an orderly and legal way. 

Now that the process is over, he com- 
pletely reverses himself and tries to take 
political advantage of this difficult 
humanitarian problem by taking a com- 
pletely different position on the whole 
issue. 

But throughout this process, I think the 
Florida people have seen that it was not 
something to be used for political advan- 
tage, that there were very serious legal and 
humanitarian problems involved. And re- 
gardless of what Governor Reagan has 
tried to do for his own political advantage, 
the Florida officials, the Dade County 
officials, and the congressional delegation 
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from Florida have all worked very well 
with me on it. 


OuTCOME OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN 
FLORIDA 


PRESIDENTS CONFIDENCE IN WINNING 


Q. Mr. President, are you confident of 
countering the Reagan surge in this State, 
even though his percentage preference at 
this point in the popular polls at this 
point is slightly more than yours? 

Tue Preswent. I think so. I have a 
close kinship with the people of Florida, 
both as a neighbor and also politically. 
We’ll be mounting a major campaign in 
the next 3 or 4 weeks, as we have for a 
long time past. I recall the strong support 
that I got here in Florida in the 1976 pri- 
mary. It was perhaps the most crucial 
election of the whole year when I defeated 
Governor Wallace in Florida and other 
candidates as well. 

Florida gave me the electoral vote mar- 
gin in 1980 and helped put me over the 
top. And again this spring in the cam- 
paign for the Democratic primary con- 
test, Florida again responded very well to 
me. My judgment is that there’s a great 
compatibility between my basic philoso- 
phy and my attitudes on major issues and 
the people of Florida. As a farmer, as a 
southerner, as a former Governor who 
worked well with Reubin Askew and now 
with Bob Graham, as one who’s been a 
champion of the rights of the elderly, who 
works very closely with Senator Pepper 
and others on matters that relate to re- 
tired people directly, I think we’ve got a 
good base for strong support in Florida. 
So, I feel reasonably confident but rec- 
ognize that we have a lot of hard work to 
do. 
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SENATOR STONE’S PRIMARY DEFEAT 


Q. There is speculation already that 
Senator Dick Stone’s defeat in Florida’s 
primary run-off this week may perhaps 
cause some degree of erosion in terms of 
your support in Florida heading into the 
November election. Do you agree with 
that assessment? 

Tue Presivent. It’s hard for me to 
know about that. That’s a judgment for 
the Florida people to make. I’ve had a 
very good working relationship with Dick 
Stone. He’s been, I think, an outstanding 
Member of the United States Senate, and 
I hope that Senator Stone in future 
months and years will continue to play 
a major role in international affairs, as he 
has done so well in the Senate itself. 
That’s a judgment for him to make. 

But Bill Gunter is also a good man, and 
if he’s elected to the Senate I feel that he’ll 
represent Florida well and work closely 
with me. So I don’t believe that that will 
have a direct impact on the outcome of 
the election for President. 

Q. Okay. Mr. President, thank you very 
much. 

Tue Presivent. Thanks, Joe. I’ve en- 
joyed it. 

NoTE: The interview began at approximately 
8:30 a.m. at the Florida State Capitol. 


St. Petersburg, Florida 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
at a Town Meeting With Senior Citizens. 
October 10, 1980 


Tue Presiwwent. Senator Chiles, Gover- 
nor Bob Graham, Senator Claude Pepper, 
distinguished friends of mine representing 
the tens of thousands of retired Ameri- 
cans who live in this great State of 
Florida: 
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I think you all realize that today is 
Senior Citizens Day throughout the Na- 
tion. Vice President Mondale is at a sen- 
ior citizens event in New York. My son 
Chip is doing a similar event in Los An- 
geles. My wife is with senior citizens 
groups every day of the year. And of 
course, my mother, if her hip wasn’t re- 
cently broken, would be out with a senior 
citizens group somewhere, also. So, our 
family, including Claude Pepper and 
Lawton Chiles, are part of your group 
almost every day of the year, and we’re 
glad to be with you. 


CAMPAIGN IssuUES 


Four years ago, I pledged as I traveled 
through Florida that one of the top prior- 
ities of my own administration would be 
the preservation of the integrity of the 
social security system, because then, every- 
where I went, the senior citizens knew 
that the biggest threat to your lives and 
to your security was the impending or 
threatened bankruptcy of the social secu- 
rity system. I can tell you today, as Presi- 
dent, that with the help of these two fine 
chairmen of the committees in the House 
and Senate, we have kept the social se- 
curity system sound. And it’s going to stay 
sound and solvent as long as we have got a 
Democrat in the White House, and you 
can depend on it. 

I’d like to point out to you that Amer- 
ica is growing older. The average age is 
increasing, because of better health care, 
because of better security, and because we 
have become so deeply aware of the value 
of the lives of Americans who are some- 
times called “retired.” The precious life 
of those who have reached an age, 65 or 
70 or 75 or 80—my mother is 82—has got 
to be recognized by all those in public 
office and all the other citizens of our 
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country, because the value of contribution 
that can be of benefit to our country with 
that deep involvement in improving 
America is something we should never 
overlook. I want you to have vital, fruit- 
ful, active lives, as well as secure lives, 
with good medical care and attention and 
the proper respect which your great con- 
tribution deserves. 

When I got to the White House, there 
was a broad agenda of things that Claude 
Pepper and Lawton Chiles and others 
presented to me and which my mother 
kept ever vivid in my mind, and my wife 
and others. As you know, there was a 
mandatory retirement age in this country, 
sometimes 60, sometimes 65. For most 
people the mandatory retirement age has 
been completely eliminated, and for some 
still in the private sector it’s been raised 
to 70. 

We've provided extra help for housing 
for the elderly. In the brief 31% years that 
I’ve been in office, we have doubled Fed- 
eral contributions for housing. We have 
doubled Federal contributions for nutri- 
tion programs for the elderly, particularly 
the Meals on Wheels. We’ve seen a com- 
prehensive older citizens, Americans act of 
1978, landmark legislation putting to- 
gether greatly improved services in social, 
housing, employment, nutrition for the 
elderly. 

Most important of all, we have pro- 
tected senior citizens from the ravages of 
inflation. Recently I fought for—shoulder 
to shoulder with Senator Chiles, Congress- 
man Pepper, and others—a 14.2-percent 
increase in social security payments so that 
inflationary burdens would not fall on 
your shoulders. And we’re going to keep 
that social security system improved every 
time inflation goes up so that your buying 
dollar will stay sound, just like the system 
itself is going to stay sound. 
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Another problem that was presented to 
me was that for many people the outside 
earnings were too low, and with the help 
of this fine delegation here, we’ve raised 
that, as you know, from $3,200 to $5,000. 
That helps you, and it also helps America. 

The last thing I’d like to say is that this 
election, which will come up now in less 
than 4 weeks, could be the most important 
decision that you ever make in your lives 
in politics. 

I grew up as a young man during the 
Depression years. I remember a Demo- 
cratic administration under Franklin D. 
Roosevelt that said, “We have got to have 
security for the older people of our Na- 
tion,” and he put forward the concept of 
social security. Democrats worked hard 
for it; the Republicans were against it. 
Later, a Democratic President said, “We 
need Medicare to help the senior citizens 
of our Nation stay in good health. The 
Republicans opposed it. 

My opponent, who’s running for Presi- 
dent now, Governor Ronald Reagan, took 
a nationwide tour as the leader against 
Medicare. On four different occasions, at 
least, he has advocated that the social 
security system be made voluntary. That 
means that anyone who wants to with- 
draw from social security can do so. As all 
of you know, that would cripple and 
destroy the social security system. These 
attitudes, expressed publicly and repeat- 
edly by the man running against me as a 
Republican, are of great importance to 
every one of you. 

Democrats have always been concerned 
about those who had to work for a living. 
I remember as a young man the proposal, 
which Claude Pepper and I were dis- 
cussing on the way here from the airport, 
to set up a 25-cent minimum wage, 25 
cents an hour. The Democrats were for 
it; the Republicans against it. I got my 
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first job as a high school graduate at 40 
cents an hour, which was the minimum 
wage then. The Democrats were for that 
increase in minimum wage; the Repub- 
licans were against it. That has not 
changed. My opponent seeking the Presi- 
dency this year has said that the mini- 
mum wage has caused more suffering 
than anything since the Great Depression. 
To pay working people a fair wage for 
what they do is an important aspect of 
American life. 

A lot is at stake. And I ask you, as we 
go through this question period this 
morning, to keep in the back of your 
mind, in fact in the forefront of your 
mind and in the bottom of your heart the 
deep concerns that can be imposed on this 
Nation depending upon the outcome of 
the election on November the 4th. 

There are many other things that I 
could mention to you that we have ac- 
complished in the last 34% years. We’ve 
got a lot to do in the next 4 years. But I 
want to be sure that you and I are part- 
ners, working with Claude Pepper, work- 
ing with Lawton Chiles, working with 
Bob Graham, working with the broad 
range of senior citizens organizations. The 
leaders of almost every one have endorsed 
me for reelection, to make sure that this 
country has a brighter future for all 
Americans and particularly those of you 
who’ve already contributed so much to 
this country and have so much to give in 
the years ahead. 

And now I’d be glad to answer your 
questions. God bless all of you. 


QUESTIONS 


VETERANS BENEFITS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is George 
Hernandez, from St. Petersburg, and I'd 
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like to ask you, what have you done for 
veterans? 

Tue Presipent. All right, sir. 

What we’ve done since I’ve been in 
office is that for the first time in the his- 
tory of our Nation, we have had an in- 
crease every year in veterans payments to 
make sure that you, as a veteran, are 
compensated for the increase in the cost 
of things that you have to buy with your 
pension funds. 

We’ve also had a substantial increase in 
the quality of medical care for veterans 
since I have been in office. We’ve opened 
up centers around the Nation, under the 
leadership of Max Cleland, a veteran of 
the Vietnam war, to make sure that those 
younger veterans who have mental prob- 
lems derived from war and combat had a 
chance to be rehabilitated. 

And we’ve had enormous numbers, 
hundreds of thousands of new jobs made 
available for those who are veterans. 
We’ve tried to eliminate discrimination 
against veterans and to revitalize the vet- 
erans programs, not only in education, 
employment, and housing and medical 
care but in the status of veterans in our 
society. 

This has never been done before, to 
have an annual increase every year to 
make sure that veterans did not suffer 
from the additional burdens of inflation. 
My intention is to continue doing this as 
long as I’m in the White House. 

Thank you, sir. 


MEDICAL COSTS AND NATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE 


Q. Mr. President? 

THE PrEsIENT. Yes, sir. 

Q. I’m very pleased to have you here. 
Tue Presiwent. Thank you. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
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Tue PreswentT. I want to hear 


about it. 


Q. That’s what I’m here for. My name 
is Joseph P. Carroll. I’m from Connecti- 
cut, and I live here. But what I want to 
say is this. Recently we had a 14.3 in- 
crease, and then later on, right away, 
you turned around and increased what 
I have to pay for Medicare. I don’t think 
that’s right. I think something should be 
done about that, because a lot of people 
cannot afford it—{inaudible|—a couple 
of hundred dollars or—{inaudible]. Is 
there something that could be done, sir? 

Tuer Preswent. Yes, sir, I believe so. 
I used to live in Connecticut myself. My 
youngest son was born there, and we have 
a lot in common there. 


One thing that I'd like to point out is 
that, as your congressional delegation well 
knows, one of the continued attempts 
that I have put to the Congress has been 
to initiate hospital cost containment leg- 
islation, to prevent the hospital costs frem 
going up much more rapidly than the 
general inflation rate. We’ve been just on 
the verge of getting that bill passed. We 
have not yet got it through. We’ve also 
encouraged States individually to impose 
hospital cost containment within each 
State boundary. Some States have done 
an outstanding job in holding down those 
unwarranted, unnecessary, excessive in- 
creases in the cost of medical care. 

My commitment to you and to this 
whole group and to the Nation is to pass 
national health insurance for a compre- 
hensive program for the future to make 
sure that all citizens can have better 
health care at a reasonable price. 


I might point out, since this is an elec- 
tion year, that Governor Reagan is 


strongly and consistently against any na- 
tional health insurance program. This is 
a sharp difference that ought to be kept 
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in the minds of voters who go to the polls 
on November the 4th. 

So, the best way to hold down the cost 
of Medicare and other services that are 
important to senior citizens is to make 
sure that we have hospital cost contain- 
ment passed and a national health insur- 
ance coverage that would be compre- 
hensive in nature, emphasizing prevention 
of illness, caring for those quickly who 
need it, emphasizing outpatient care when 
the patient is able to stay out of a per:na- 
nent incarceration in the hospital. 

And also, one other aspect is to increase 
the competitive nature of the charges by 
doctors themselves. We have passed legis- 
lation, as you know, that has resulted 
in the lowered cost of eyeglasses, 20 to 
40 percent, and we’ve also passed legis- 
lation that now lets doctors advertise as 
to whether or not they will treat Medicare 
patients. 

So, those things put together, I believe, 
particularly national health insurance, 
will alleviate your problem in the future. 

Thank you, sir, very much. 

Q. I lost 20 years. 


HANDICAPPED PERSONS 


Q. My name is Ann Kuzak, of Clear- 
water, Florida. What can you do to help 
speed up the compliance with section 504 
of the vocational rehab act of 1973? And 
at this time, Federal offices like social 
security and Medicare do not provide all 
of the required services for the handi- 
capped, in particular interpreters for the 
deaf. 

Tue Presiwent. Lawton, do you want 
to—— 

Senator Cuites. [Inaudible] 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


Tue Preswent. Ann, I’m very glad to 
have your question. 

The section 504—I wasn’t familiar 
with the number of the bill—but under 
both Joe Califano, who was a Secretary 
of HEW, and more recently under 
Patricia Harris, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, we’ve made tremendous 
strides forward in having adequate pro- 
grams for the handicapped. The legisla- 
tion has been passed, as you know, and 
this was a major step forward. The prob- 
lem now, as Lawton Chiles has just 
pointed out, is getting Congress ade- 
quately to fund these programs. And the 
fact that you have a good interpreter in 
front of you and we have another good 
interpreter up here in front of this crowd 
shows that the new attention given to the 
problems of the deaf and dumb and other 
handicapped are being addressed. 

Another program that I have pursued 
personally as President is to make sure 


that the network television coverage has 
the subtitles available for the deaf so that 
you can understand at least key programs 
that are important for you to keep in- 
formed and also to be entertained. 


I believe there’s a new awareness in our 
Nation now of the problems of the handi- 
capped. We’re making good progress, and 
with adequate funding in future years by 
Congress, we’ll meet those needs that you 
have outlined so well this morning. 

Thank you, and may God be with you. 

Yes, sir. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 


Q. Mr. President, I have the honor to 
have the same name as yours; mine is Ted 
Carter, from Tampa, Florida. I also have 
a brother, Jimmy Carter, who is 20 min- 
utes away from you. 
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Tue Present. Oh, really? I’m always 
glad to meet my cousins. It’s a pleasure 
to be with you. [Laughter] 


Q. I wanted to ask you whether or not 
any legislation is pending or if so, would 
you favor it, which could defer medical 
payments for the elderly? 


Tue PresipEntT. Defer? 


Q. Right. Because when they reach that 
age, and all of a sudden their assets are 
gone, all their savings are gone and 
they’re faced with additional medical 
payments which they have no way of earn- 
ing the money, if it could be deferred say, 
until insurance payments were due, or 
something like that, upon death? 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. The national 
health insurance program that we advo- 
cate and I hope that the Congress will 
pass will indeed take care of that need 
that you’ve described. It'll be phased in 
year by year, and this is the best way, I 
believe, to get Senator Long and Senator 
Kennedy, on both extremes of the issue 
together moving forward. Senator Ribi- 
coff has also been a strong proponent of 
this kind of insurance program. 

We'll start out with hospital cost con- 
tainment and catastrophic insurance to 
make sure that if a health bill, hospitals 
or doctors, is too high for a particular 
family’s income that the Federal Govern- 
ment would take care of that bill in the 
very early stages of the national health 
insurance program being implemented 
nationwide. 

The additional emphasis would be on 
ages. The third thing would be to em- 
phasize outpatient care, rather than in- 
the prevention of illness for people for all 
patient care in the hospitals, to hold down 
the total cost of the program and also the 
total bills given to those who might be 
sick. And the other thing that I’d like to 
mention is a special emphasis on mothers 
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and tiny children, even the mother before 
the child is born, and then year by year 
the coverage for children who are a little 
bit older would be expanded. But the first 
and earliest part of it would be to take 
care of those catastrophic illness bills that 
are above and beyond the family’s ability 
to pay. 

I think we have a good chance to pass 
this legislation if I’m teelected. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yés, sir. 


CONDOMINIUM RECREATION LEASES 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 
Tue PRreEsiDENT. Good morning. 


Q. We're glad to have you here today. 
I am George—{inaudible|—from—{in- 
audible|—Florida. We have had bad 
leases on our 274 condominium building 
units. We have to pay land and recreation 
leases, also property taxes on both, plus 
escalation on both places, and upkeep on 
the recreation building and the pool area. 
[Inaudible] On account of this, I had to 
sell—{inaudible]. What can you do to get 
rid of this burden? 

Tue PresivenT. I am glad you asked 
that question. 

When I campaigned through Florida 
in 1975 and 1976, everywhere I went in 
the condominium areas, people told me 
that these unconscionable so-called recrea- 
tion leases were robbing them by increas- 
ing the cost every year above and beyond 
what they ever anticipated when they 
bought or began payments on the con- 
dominium. 


Just this past week, I finally signed into 
law a bill that will give you relief. It lets 
any condominium leaseholder who’s sub- 
ject to that abuse concerning recreation 
now go to the Federal courts and get re- 
lief that was not available before. Law- 
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ton Chiles, Bob Graham, Claude Pepper, 
every Member of the Florida delegation 
was in there fighting alongside me to get 
this bill passed through the Congress. 
There was a lot of opposition to it, be- 
cause the real estate lobby and other peo- 
ple in the Nation don’t feel the need for 
this, of course, as much as the people in 
Florida. 

But now you do have relief, and I think 
a few test cases by leaseholders, like you 
perhaps, in the Federal courts will set 
landmark decisions that will relieve the 
the leaseholders now of being abused in 
the future. So, finally, after 3 years, we 
got your legislation through the Congress, 
and you do have relief now under the law. 
The next steps will be much easier. 

If you hadn’t asked me that question, 
I was going to point that out before I 
left here, because it’s very important. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue Presipent. Yes, ma’am. 


SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY 


Q. Mr. President, we welcome you to 
St. Petersburg, and I’m so happy to see 
you. We admire you, and we think you’ve 
been a marvelous President in the last 4 
years. 

Tue Preswent. That’s a beautiful 
question. Thank you very much. 

Q. I’m Mrs. Fred Peters; we’re from 
St. Petersburg. My question is: Have you 
received any support from Senator Ken- 
nedy throughout your campaign, and if 
not, do you expect any in the next few 
weeks? 

Tue Preswwent. Yes. Senator Ken- 
nedy he is working almost full time for 
me and my campaign. I’ll be with him in 
New York shortly. He and I had a joint 
fundraising effort in Los Angeles earlier 
this month. He’s campaigning for me in 
the New England States today, as a mat- 
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ter of fact. We’ll have a joint fundrais- 
ing effort in Washington, D.C., on the 
19th of October, a major fundraising ef- 
fort together in New York City again on 
the 20th of October. He will be cam- 
paigning for me in southern Texas and 
in California, hopefully perhaps in 
Florida to let people know that I have his 
unequivocal support. 

He and I and my wife, Rosalynn, were 
together, as a matter of fact, earlier this 
week in, I think, Annandale, Virginia, 
where he and I signed—or I signed, he 
was there—the Mental Health Systems 
Act of 1980 on which he and I have 
worked harmoniously. 


I might add that it’s very good for me 
to have Senator Kennedy on my side, 
working with me for victory in Novem- 
ber, because be recognizes, as I do, that 
the few differences that we did emphasize 
during the spring period of the primaries 
are insignificant compared to the major 
differences that separate me and him on 
one side, from Ronald Reagan and his 
supporters on the other. 

So, Kennedy is a strong supporter. He 
would tell you the same thing I’ve just 
told you then. 


Q. Thank you. 


HOMEOWNERSHIP FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Lillian Rauh, 
from Mandalay Shores, one of the senior 
citizens of the nonprofit co-op. We are 
the hardest hit by inflation and fixed in- 
come. Our members are too elderly to be 
forced into condominiums, and we would 
like to have ownership. And we need you 
to help us for a nonprofit co-op for our 
homes, of the HUD project. What can 
you do now, now to help us—now? 
[Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. All right. When? 
When? 
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Q. Now, now, now! [Laughter] 

THE Present. Sometimes the Fed- 
eral Government moves too slowly; I 
can’t deny that. 


It was only this week that many of the 
Florida delegation and I think about 20 
senior citizens came up to be with me in 
the Rose Garden as I signed the housing 
and urban development act, the housing 
act of 1980. This act will provide the 
kind of assistance that you described, as- 
sistance by the Federal Government for 
senior citizens and others in making sure 
that you’ll be able to buy homes, with 
subsidies for interest payments as those 
interest rates go up and down. 


We also have increased enormously, by 
about 40 percent this year, the number 
of federally assisted housing units, both 
individual homes, condominiums, and 
rental units, that will be available in the 
future. 

As Lawton knows, the holdup was in 
the Senate for a long time. The bill has 
now been passed, and you’ll see the re- 
sults of the bill in the very near future. 
As a matter of fact, you can see the re- 
sults of the bill now. 


Q. We have waited 14 months, though. 


Tue PrReESIDENT. Thank 
much. 


you very 


I might say that, as the congressional 
leaders know, this has been a difficult 
year. I guess a Presidential election year 
always shows a much sharper partisan 
delay in legislation being passed than 
would ordinarily be the case. And my 
belief is that after this election is over, 
many of the things that are obviously of 
benefit to the Nation that have been held 
up by Republican leaders in the House 
and the Senate because of the contest 
that goes on, which is very good, will be 
passed either in the lameduck session 
after November 4th or early next year. 
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I think we’ve got a good chance now to 
move on some of these major programs, 
so important to all of you, that have been 
delayed for the last few months. 


Thank you very much. One more 
question, I think. 


INFLATION AND THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Orman 
Compton, and I am from—born in Ten- 
nessee, lived in Michigan all my life, re- 
tired to Florida 8 years ago. And we love 
it, we appreciate you coming here to 
Florida. I’ll tell you, my question is this, 
but wait just a second. I want to thank 
you very kindly, because I happened to 
work in one of those big corporations in 
Detroit. You yourself okayed a certain 
loan. I’m 63 years old. If you hadn’t 
okayed the loan, I’d be out here looking 
for a job. Your opponent, Mr. Reagan, in 
Detroit, in one of the factories, made a 
statement that he didn’t see nothing 
wrong with a big company going bank- 
rupt and if he was President, he would 
never have voted for this loan. So, praise 
the Lord for you, brother Carter. 

Tue PreswentT. Thank you, sir. 

Q. And God bless you. 

Tue PreswentT. Thank you. 


Q. My question is—I retired 8 years 
ago, and I’m on a fixed income. Now, 
what has happened, I’m on the same re- 
tirement—I retired—a little bit less—in 
°72, and this is ’80. And the only thing 
about it, every year the prices keep agoin’, 
and it’s pretty hard for me to keep up with 
those prices. What are you going to do 
about inflation? I would like to know, 
please. 

THE PresIvENT. I'll try. 


I might say that I appreciate your 
pointing out Governor Reagan’s position 
on the Chrysler bankruptcy bill. He said 
at the time that bankruptcy might be ad- 
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visable and that he would not bail out 
the Chrysler company. You’ve made a 
point that many people have forgotten. 
Not only would several hundred thou- 
sand workers have been out of jobs in 
our country, not only would the American 
automobile industry have been hit a 
major blow, but tens of thousands of re- 
tirees like you would have lost your in- 
come altogether. 

And this is a case of a good investment, 
where the American Government said, 
“We're not going to give the taxpayers’ 
money away, but we’re going to back up 
the loan that Chrysler can get from banks, 
from insurance companies, and others.” 
My guess is that we will not lose anything 
from the Federal Government Treasury. 
But we have Chrysler on its feet, kept 
American workers employed, and kept 
retirees like you from suffering the hard- 
ships of poverty and deprivation. 

The biggest source of inflation in this 
country this year has been the enormous 
and unpredicted increase in the price of 
OPEC oil imposed on all the world last 
year. In 1 year alone, 1979, the price of 
oil increased more than the price had in- 
creased ever since oil was first discovered 
in the 1800’s. Our country has tried to 
accommodate, along with nations all over 
the world, this enormous and serious blow 
to stability in the economic markets. 
We've done fairly well. 

As you know, the inflation rate did 
go up, up until March, to 18 or 19 per- 
cent. We imposed some restraints on 
budgeting, on credit, and encouraged 
Americans to save more money out of 
what is earned, invest it back in our eco- 
nomic system. And also, we moved to 
stabilize interest rates. Every week after 
that, interest rates dropped about 1 per- 
cent per week, and the inflation rate went 
down so that in July we had a zero infla- 
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tion rate, at least for that 1 month, the 
first time in 13 years. There is no doubt 
that the inflation rate is still too high. 

But what we are doing now, along with 
other nations in the world, is to try to 
reduce our excessive dependence on im- 
ported oil. You have a major responsibility 
for the success that we have enjoyed. To- 
day and every day in 1980, we are import- 
ing from overseas 2 million barrels less of 
oil than we did the first year I was in 
office. This is because we’re conserving 
more oil and other energy, we’re not wast- 
ing it as much, and we're increasing the 
production of energy of all kinds in our 
country. 

There’s no reason for us to be afraid 
about the future. All the OPEC Arab 
countries put together have about 6 per- 
cent of the energy reserves in the world. 
The United States by itself has 24 percent 
of all the energy reserves, and those re- 
serves are in oil, natural gas, geothermal, 
coal, shale, tar sands. We’ve got rushing 
streams for hydroelectric power. We’ve 
got beautiful sunshine, as you know, for 
solar power. 

And so, as we cut down on the buying 
of oil overseas, we also cut down on the 
importing of inflation and also the import- 
ing of unemployment. 

The windfall profits tax, which we have 
imposed on the unearned income of the 
oil companies, is the key to the future 
stability of the enezgy program in our 
Nation. Part of that windfall profits tax, 
as you know, goes to make low-income 
payments to those of you who need to have 
help in paying your energy bills. 

I might point out, since this is a political 
year, that Governor Reagan has advo- 
cated eliminating the Department of 
Energy, doing away with the legislation 
we've passed to set up this energy pro- 
grain. He’d like to do away with the wind- 
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fall profits tax and, as he says, “unleash 
or let loose the oil companies and let them 
solve the energy problem for us.” There’s 
another example of how the elderly would 
be directly affected depending upon the 
outcome of the election this year. 

It’s very important that we take this 
Federal assistance for low-income families 
to help pay your energy bills and not do 
away with it by repealing the windfall 
profits tax, but let it be increased year by 
year as energy costs inevitably go up. 
I don’t want to mislead you, Orman, be- 
cause there’s no way that I can see, in 
the future, that energy prices are going to 
go down. Oil will become more scarce, 
and I think the prices are going to go up. 
But what we’ll have to do is continue on 
the program that we've finally got in 
place. 

You might be interested in knowing, as 
proud and patriotic Americans, that this 
year we will have more oil and gas wells 
dug in the United States than any year in 
the history of our Nation, and you might 
be surprised to know that this year we'll 
produce more American coal than any 
year in history. And my hope is that soon, 
not too distant future, we will replace a 
major part of OPEC oil in the interna- 
tional energy trade with American coal. 
That’s the kind of things that we can do 
to get that inflation rate down and hold 
it down. 

And the last point is this: Now that 
we've got this energy legislation passed, 
it’s time for us to revitalize American in- 
dustry. One major factor in the inflation 
rate is how productive American workers 
are. The more American workers produce 
for the salaries they receive, the lower the 
inflation rate is. Right now the American 
workers are the most productive in the 
whole world. But what we need is new in- 
vestments to make sure that American 
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workers have modern tools and modern 
factories that they can use to be even more 
productive in the future. 

So, high productivity, cutting down on 
imported oil, restraining the waste of en- 
ergy, keeping the windfall tax on the 
books, helping you to have lower medical 
costs with a nationwide comprehensive 
national health insurance program, pro- 
tecting Medicare, keeping social security 
sound, helping you with housing prorams, 
protecting you from abuse of any kind, 
letting you work and have productive lives 
as long as you live, for the benefit of this 
Nation—those are the kinds of things that 
I’m committed to. If you help me, we'll 
do them together. 

Thank you very much, and God bless 
you all. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. in 


the Grand Ballroom at the Princess Martha 
Hotel. 


St. Petersburg, Florida 


Interview With Hugh Smith of 
WTVT-TV. October 10, 1980 


Mr. Smiru. Thank you, Leslie. We are 
here live at the Princess Martha Hotel 
with President Carter. Mr. President, wel- 
come to the Tampa Bay area. 

THe Presipent. Well, I’m glad to be 
back. This is one of my favorite places in 
the world. 

Mr. Sir. We're very pleased to have 
you here. 


Tue Present. Thank you. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


Mr. SmirH. Mr. President, as you 
know, both you and your opponent, Gov- 
ernor Reagan, have been giving a good 
deal of attention to the issue of social se- 
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curity. At his Tampa appearance this 
morning, Governor Reagan said, and this 
is pretty much a quote, the elderly are the 
prisoners of your inadequate leadership. 
The Governor said, “I will preserve and 
strengthen social security,” but that you 
want to tax social security benefits. How 
would you respond to that? 

Tue Preswent. That’s completely 
false. As long as I’m in the White House, 
social security benefits will not be taxed. 
No one in my administration has advo- 
cated that they be taxed, as Mr. Reagan 
well knows. As a matter of fact, on four 
different occasions in the past, Governor 
Reagan has called for making social se- 
curity participation voluntary, which 
would bring social security to its knees. I 
understand this morning—I haven’t seen 
the exact quote—that he’s even advo- 
cated now paying social security benefits 
to millionaires, which would really rob 
the average American retired person of a 
chance to keep the social security system 
sound. 

One thing that I heard everywhere I 
went in Florida when I was campaigning 
here in ’75 and ’76 was that the social 
security system was on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, which it was under the Republi- 
can administration. Now we’ve made so- 
cial security sound. It will not go into 
bankruptcy, and it will be kept sound as 
long as we have a Democrat in the White 
House. 


PENSION FUNDS 


Mr. Smiru. Mr. President, Governor 
Reagan has also said while he has been 
in Florida that you are playing what he 
calls “retirement roulette” with people’s 
pension plans, through your proposal 
that pensions would be invested in com- 
panies having financial problems. 
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Tue Present. It’s difficult to re- 
spond to ridiculous things like this repet- 
itively, but I think it’s necessary for me 
to do it since you’ve asked the question. 

What has been proposed is that Ameri- 
can workers’ pension funds, which are 
enormous, billions and billions of dollars, 
be used in the future to invest in in- 
creased productivity of American indus- 
try to provide jobs for America. Lane 
Kirkland, who’s the president of the AFL- 
CIO, came to me and made this pro- 
posal personally. He will respond to Gov- 
ernor Reagan’s silly statement later on 
today, but what President Kirkland said 
was that the workers’ funds now in re- 
tirement areas are being invested in for- 
eign countries in different ways through 
the large banks, without contributing to 
the increased stability in our own country 
and job opportunities for Americans. 

One point that Governor Reagan de- 
liberately overlooked is that these funds 
would be guaranteed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. There would be no chance for 
workers’ pension funds to be lost. You 
know, this is a kind of a typical response 
by a Republican to proposals that would 
help the average Americans who come 
from working families or who might be 
on insecure grounds. 

I remember that when Medicare was 
proposed as a program that Governor 
Reagan led the fight against it. He went 
all over the Nation making speeches 
against Medicare, calling it socialized 
medicine, saying that the doctors would 
be, in effect, servants of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. I just happened to read a quote 
from him. As part of his effort to kill Med- 
icare Governor Reagan said, “It’s very 
easy to disguise a medical program as a 
humanitarian project.” He said, “It 
would be just a short step before the Gov- 
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ernment was telling the doctors where 
they could practice and who they could 
treat.” Mr. Reagan predicted that soon 
this would be expanded to all Americans 
until, and I quote, “Pretty soon your son 
won’t decide when he’s in school where 
he will go or what he will do for a living. 
He will wait for the Government to tell 
him where he will go to work and what 
he will do.” This is what Mr. Reagan 
predicted would happen if Medicare 
passed. 

You know, it’s obviously without foun- 
dation and obviously an exaggeration, 
and it was a rightwing kind of Republi- 
can response to a Medicare program, 
which they opposed just as they opposed, 
by the way, social security when Franklin 
Roosevelt and the Democratic Congress 
passed it. 


1980 ELECTION RESULTS 


Mr. Smit. Mr. President, the race at 
this point is said to be very, very close—— 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Mr. Smiru. Not only here in Florida 
but in other parts of the country. How do 
you assess it at this point? Let me ask you, 
sir, if the election were held today, who 
would win? 

THE Preswent. It’s hard to say. I 
think it is close. In my judgment the next 
3 or 4 weeks will be a time when Ameri- 
cans are brought to the realization that 
the outcome of the election on November 
4 will indeed affect the future of their 
country. It will affect the future of every 
single person, every family, everyone who’s 
loved in this Nation. 

I don’t recall any election in my life- 
time when the differences between my- 
self and my opponent or the Republican 
and Democratic platforms have been so 
stark and sharp as they are in 1980. The 
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only possible exception is when Barry 
Goldwater ran against Lyndon Johnson 
in 1964. But with that one exception I’ve 
never known any differences to be so 
sharp. And as the American people begin 
to see how deeply the issues are divided 
between me and Governor Reagan, I 
think they’ll come to the conclusion that 
November 4 can be a turning point in 
their life. 

I’m determined that we’ll continue the 
progress that has been made under my- 
self and previous Democrats who served 
in the White House in meeting the legiti- 
mate needs of the American people. 


“OCTOBER SURPRISE” 


Mr. SmirH. The Reagan people have 
said more than once, Mr. President, that 
you are planning some kind of October 
surprise which would benefit your candi- 
dacy. If in fact you are is that a domestic 
kind of surprise or something having to 
do with foreign policy? 

Tue Presivent. It'll be a surprise to 
me too. 

I don’t know of anything planned. 
Every day a President has to deal with 
very important issues that are important 
to everybody in the country, indeed, the 
entire world. As I sit in the Oval Office 
and make those decisions on potential 
crises, if I make the right decision the 
American people neyer know what I’ve 
done. If I should make a misjudgment or 
make the wrong decision, that potential 
crisis could affect adversely the life of 
every American or every person in the 
whole world. So, each day in the life of a 
President you have that enormous re- 
sponsibility of trying to answer questions 
that couldn’t be answered anywhere else 
and dealing with problems that can’t be 
dealt with anywhere else. 
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The difficulty of the job is that if a 
question can be answered easily it’s an- 
swered in the life of an average citizen or 
within the home or in a county court- 
house or a city hall or perhaps a State 
legislature or Governor’s office. But if the 
question’s so complex and so difficult that 
it can’t be addressed in any of those places, 
then it comes to the Oval Office, to the 
President’s desk. 

And there’s no way to contrive some 
sort of a false surprise to be sprung on the 
American people just before an election. 
Obviously every day I try to do the best 
I can for this country and for the people 
that elected me to serve them. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Mr. Smiru. In talking about the so- 
called October surprise the Reagan peo- 
ple have mentioned the American host- 
ages. Are there any signs of a break- 
through on that at all? And do you think, 
Mr. President, that the fact that these 
people had been held captive almost a 
year now is an indication of this country’s 
inability to deal with the situation, or 
has it became a symbol of that? 

Tue Presipent. Never a day goes by, 
never an hour goes by that I don’t think 
about those hostages, and I pray for them 
every day. It’s been one of my most seri- 
ous problems as President, and I hope 
they'll be returned as soon as possible. 
There’s no way I can predict when. 

I’ve done two things from the very be- 
ginning, and I’ve never changed our 
policy as a Nation or myself as a Presi- 
dent. One is I’ve protected the interests 
and the integrity and honor of my coun- 
try, and at the same time I’ve done every- 
thing I could to avoid making a state- 
ment or an action that might endanger 
the lives or the safety of those hostages or 
put an obstacle in the way of their return- 
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ing home to freedom. I’ll continue to do 
that in a very cautious way. 

It’s a serious mistake for any candi- 
date, Governor Reagan or myself or any- 
one else, to inject the question of the 
American hostages into the political 
campaign. I think it’s not good for the 
hostages themselves, it’s not good for our 
elationships with Iran, and it might 
create an impediment to a successful 
resolution of this problem and the return 
of the hostages to our homes. 


Mr. Smiru. Can you tell us, Mr. Presi- 
dent, whether there might be a break- 
through very soon on this matter of the 
hostage issue? 

THE Preswent. I have no idea. I have 
hoped from the very beginning of their 
incarceration in Iran that each week 
would bring some progress. We’ve been 
persistently and repeatedly disappointed. 

The problem has been that there is no 
government in Iran with the authority to 
speak. We had negotiated their release, as 
you may remember, I think in the month 
of May, with their President, their For- 
eign Minister, the revolutionary council, 
even with the militants who were hold- 
ing the hostages. It was announced by 
their President they would be released. 
But they reversed themselves and have 
not done so. Now there is a parliament, 
called a Majles, in Iran. They have a 
speaker elected, they have a Prime Min- 
ister now and a President. They don’t at 
this time have a Foreign Minister, but 
most of the cabinet’s intact. 

We have hope—that’s all—but no ex- 
pectation of any release at a certain time. 

Mr. Smiru. Since the one military at- 
tempt failed, would you rule out any fu- 
ture military attempts to get them? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t anticipate the 
use of any rescue operation at this time or 
in the future. 
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IRAN-IRAQ WAR 


Mr. Siru. Another problem you have 
to deal with, of course, is the war between 
Iran and Iraq, which seems to be getting 
more serious with every growing day. And 
today, according to the Libyan News 
Agency, Libya has declared its support 
for Iran. Some 10 planes per day, we are 
given to understand, are flying from 
Libya, passing over the Soviet Union to 
Iran. Does this concern you? 


Tue Preswent. From Libya over the 
Soviet Union? 

Mr. Soir. Well, at any rate Libyan 
support is being given, and I wonder if 
that’s a matter of concern to you? 

Tue PresIpeENT. I see. Yes, it is. It’s a 
concern to me, because we want to see 
that combat over. And if it should be 
stalemated or continued over a period of 
time we want to see it confined just to 
those two nations, Iran and Iraq. We’ve 
used all the influence that we can to dis- 
courage other nations from becoming 
militarily involved. 

We have major naval and air forces in 
the Persian Gulf region, in the northern 
part of the Indian Ocean, that can pro- 
tect our own interests, if necessary, by 
keeping the Strait of Hormuz open. 

Libya, as you know, is a radica! terror- 
ist regime under Colonel Qaddafi, and 
they are unpredictable. I think they ex- 
emplify the threat of terrorism through- 
out the world. This is a blight on the en- 
tire universe of civilized nations, even 
absent a war between Iran and Iraq. 


Recently we’ve seen, for instance, in 
France terrorism against people because 
they’re Jews, attacks on synagogues. This 
is abhorrent to me and to the American 
people and to the entire civilized world. 
I think one of the things that we can do 
to hold down this terrorism in the future 
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is when I have another summit conference 
with the leaders of other developed demo- 
cratic nations, is to have us jointly address 
the question of terrorism. 

Obviously terrorism in the Mideast, the 
Persian Gulf region, is a contributory fac- 
tor to the combat that presently exists be- 
tween Iran and Iraq. But stamping out 
terrorism all over the world, and partic- 
ularly based on racism, or religious be- 
liefs, is something that addresses me, the 
American people, and all civilized people. 

Mr. SmitrH. Mr. President, you re- 
cently ordered four special surveillance 
planes to Saudi Arabia, and Jordan is 
being supplied with a number of tanks 
because of the war between Iran and 
Iraq. Do you see any parallel between this 
kind of American involvement and the 
situation which got us into Vietnam a 
number of years ago in which our partic- 
ipation in that began in a very small way 
and then escalated? 

TuHeE PresipENt. No, we’re not in- 
volved in any nation where combat is be- 
ing conducted. Obviously, it’s important 
to us to stabilize the Middle East based on 
the treaty between Israel and Egypt, 
which we hope to extend to Jordan and 
to Syria and to Lebanon in the future. 

The Saudi Arabians on the Persian 
Gulf, far removed from Israel, obviously 
is a nation that we want to see protected 
and kept at peace. The four airplanes 
that you described, we call them AWACS 
planes, it’s an aircraft early warning 
plane. It goes up into the air with very 
elaborate and effective radar coverage of 
a large area, stays way back from the 
combat area, and just provide informa- 
tion for those who want to defend them- 
selves in case there is an aerial attack. 

So, I think that this is a peaceful con- 
tribution to prevent an unwarranted at- 
tack on a peaceful nation, Saudi Arabia. 
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It’s not an injection under any circum- 
stances of American military forces into 
a combat area. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Mr. Smiru. Mr. President, should you 
be reelected, I want to ask this question. 
There have been some reports out of 
Washington which hint at some friction 
between two members of the staff very 
close to you, your Secretary of State, Mr. 
Muskie, and your national security ad- 
viser, Mr. Brzezinski. Should you be re- 
elected, do you intend to retain both of 
those gentlemen, or what other changes 
might you be making in your administra- 
tion, should you be reelected? 

Tue Preswent. Well, it’s too early 
for me to say about what’s going to hap- 
pen for the next 4 or 44% years. My pres- 
ent intention is to keep them on, yes. 

The reports about conflict between 
Brzezinski and Muskie, both of whom 
happen to be Polish Americans, are false 
and in any instance, highly exaggerated. 
I meet, almost daily, several times a week 
with Secretary of State Muskie, with my 
national security adviser, with Secretary 
Brown, Secretary of Defense, and also 
with the Vice President. We discuss the 
important issues around the world, 150 
nations, troublespots in different parts of 
the world, and what our Nation should 
do to address it. We sometimes have dif- 
ferences of opinion among us. 

I'd say 95 percent of the time the na- 
tional security adviser, the Secretary of 
State agree in making a recommendation 
to me. On those times when they do dis- 
agree, honest disagreements, I make the 
judgment. But if our foreign policy is 
successful, the responsibility is mine. If 
our foreign policy is unsuccessful, the re- 
sponsibility is mine. And when we are 
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able to bring peace to Israel, when we’re 
able to open up a billion new friends for 
the United States in the People’s Repub- 
lic of China, when we are able to see 
military dictatorships replaced with dem- 
ocratic governments, when we are able 
to see some of the new emerging coun- 
tries in Africa who’ve never known us 
now become our staunch friends and al- 
lies who are able to stabilize international 
trade, those are things that are the result 
of a common approach. But I don’t re- 
member any of my advisers, for instance, 
telling me they thought that I ought to 
go to Camp David to meet with President 
Sadat and Prime Minister Begin, but I 
decided to go. 

And I can tell you that I will always 
have strong advisers around me. Some- 
times they are inevitably going to give me 
conflicting advice, but I’ll be the one to 
make a judgment on what should be the 
foreign policy of our country and let it 
be known to the American people, con- 
sult with the Congress as appropriate, 
and I believe in that way, prevent the 
kind of serious mistakes that were made 
in the past when things were done secret, 
in a closet, like Watergate, the CIA violat- 
ing American laws, and the extended and 
unnecessary aspect of the war in Vietnam. 

Mr. SmirH. Well, would both gentle- 
men be a part of your administration if 
you are reelected, sir? 

THE Present. Well, that’s my pres- 
ent plan. Secretary Muskie has said that 
he’s never had anything better happen to 
him in his life than my choice of him as 
the Secretary of State. My plan would 
certainly be that if he’s willing to stay on 
that I would keep him on. And I have 
no present plans to change the members 
of my White House staff. 
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RONALD REAGAN 


Mr. SmirH. We have less than a min- 
ute, Mr. President. 

There’s been a good deal of talk about 
the calming down of rhetoric lately be- 
tween you and Governor Reagan and the 
campaign. 

THE PresIwENT. Yes. 

Mr. Smiru. Give me your assessment 
of Governor Reagan as President if he 
should be elected. 

Tue Presivent. I think it’d be a bad 
thing for our country if Governor Reagan 
should be elected. I think a lot of his ad- 
visers are very concerned about what he 
would say in an open and free exchange 
of ideas with the American people in a 
townhall meeting, like I just concluded, 
or in an interview like this or an open 
debate. Your station invited me and Rea- 
gan, Governor Reagan, to meet on this 
station since we both happened to be in 
Tampa, and have a debate, as you know. 
I accepted immediately, as I’ve accepted 
the League of Women Voters invitation 
to debate and three or four other invita- 
tions for us to have a two-person debate. 
He’s refused all those opportunities for 
a debate. 

And I don’t know what he would 
do in the White House, but his op- 
position to the SALT II treaty, his op- 
position to Medicare, his opposition to 
many of the programs that are important 
like the minimum wage or unemployment 
compensation, his call for the injection of 
American military forces into place after 
place after place around the world when 
diplomatic means ought to solve those 
problems indicate to me that he would 
not be a good President, a good man to 
trust with the affairs of this Nation in the 
future. 


Mr. Smiru. We have used up all of our 
time. I appreciate very much the time you 
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have given us. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Tue Present. It’s good to have this 
one-sided part of the debate. 
Mr. Smiru. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Now back to Leslie Spencer. 


NOTE: The interview began at 12 noon at the 
Princess Martha Hotel. 


Martin Luther King, Junior, and 
Boston African American 
National Historic Sites 


Remarks on Signing H.R. 7218 and H.R. 7434 
Into Law. October 10, 1980 


Tue Preswent. To Coretta King and 
Representative McLin, to Byron Rush- 
ing, to Cecil Andrus, Secretary of In- 
terior, to other men and women of our 
Nation, and also to young people as well 
who believe that quite often govern- 
ment, which moves slowly, can correct 
a long overdue omission in the social and 
educational development of our country, 
this is a very good occasion. The two 
bills that I will sign today represent a 
three-pronged effort to preserve a vital, 
but long neglected part of American 
heritage: the history and culture of 
Americans of African ancestry and their 
role in the history of our Nation. 

First, I will sign a bill that designates 
and establishes the Martin Luther King, 
Junior, National Historic Site and Preser- 
vation District in Atlanta to preserve the 
area where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
lived and worked and worshiped and 
where he’s buried, as a living memorial 
to the civil rights movement which he 
came to symbolize. 

The second bill establishes a Boston 
African American National Historical 
Site, including the African-American 
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Meeting House, which was the center of 
the 19th century free African American 
community on Beacon Hill. That bill also 
provides for the establishment of a na- 
tional center for the study of Afro-Amer- 
ican history and culture with headquar- 
ters in Wilberforce, Ohio. 


Wilberforce University was founded in 
1856 for the education of runaway slaves 
and free black people and has a proud 
history of service and distinguished fac- 
ulty and also, obviously, distinguished 
alumni. It was named for the British 
abolitionist, William Wilberforce, who 
secured passage of the act ending the 
British slave trade and who worked for 
the worldwide abolition of slavery. These 
two historic sites will preserve for all 
Americans some of the physical surround- 
ings of two important periods in the his- 
tory of black Americans. 

From the early days of our country, 
free black Americans had helped to gain 
freedom for the slaves by their writing, 


their speeches, and direct action. They 
were an important force in arousing the 
conscience of our Nation to the evil of 
slavery that ate at the heart of our most 
fundamental principles. 


The contributions of black Americans 
in all fields of human endeavor were 
largely forgotten or overlooked until just 
recent years to the detriment of ali Ameri- 
cans. In this century, the writings, 
speeches, and direct action of black Amer- 
icans culminating in the civil rights move- 
ment again aroused the conscience of all 
Americans to the evils of lingering dis- 
crimination that threaten to deny black 
people freedom, justice, and opportunity. 

The creation of a national center for 
the study of Afro-American history and 
culture will give new impetus to the effort 
of many scholars and organizations to ex- 
tend our knowledge and understanding 
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of black experience in America and to 
make this heritage known to all our peo- 
ple. We must put the pain and prejudice 
of the past behind us, but in so doing, we 
must not deny ourselves the valuable les- 
sons that can teach us or let the truth be 
lost to future generations. 

If the truth is to set us free, we must 
study and to understand our own past 
and how it affects the present and the fu- 
ture. It is for this purpose that this na- 
tional center is to be established. I hope 
the preservation of these sites and the 
creation of this center will provide all 
Americans with a new source of knowl- 
edge and inspiration at the same time 
they give black Americans new insights 
into their own roots. 

Preserving some of these sites that were 
a part of these two great historic move- 
ments to free the slaves and the Ameri- 
can civil rights movement in this century 
will help present and future generations 
appreciate not only the events of the past 
but the principles and dreams that gave 
these movements power and allowed them 
to overcome almost insurmountable ob- 
stacles. The Historic Preservation District 
in Atlanta will include the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Center for Social Change, 
which is dedicated to continuing the non- 
violent struggle for justice and equal op- 
portunity in this country and for human 
rights around the world. 

It houses historic tapes and photo- 
graphs that contain much of the record of 
the tragedy and the triumph of the civil 
rights movement, but it also speaks to 
what Dr. King called the “fierce urgency 
of now.” He longed for the day when all 
people would be judged, and to quote 
him, “not by the color of their skin, but 
by the content of their character.” The 
character of future generations will be 
shaped by the understanding of the past 
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and their ability to build on it a world 
where all people will be able, as in his 
dream, to join hands and to sing together 
“Free at Last.” 

And now I’d like to sign these two his- 
toric documents establishing centers and 
preserving sites where the black Ameri- 
cans were finally given freedom from slav- 
ery and, finally in our recent lifetime, to 
the courage and commitment of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr., reminded us what 
peace meant and let us remove the threat 
and the oppression of legal discrimination 
from our land. 

The first act is designed to establish the 
Martin Luther King, Junior, National 
Historic Site in the State of Georgia and 
for other purposes. 


[At this point, the President signed H.R. 
7218.) 


I forgot to ask Coretta if I should sign 
it or veto it. [Laughter] 

Mrs. Kine. You did the right thing. 

THE PresivENT. Well, I think that’s a 
fine bill. Thank you very much. 

I think before I sign the other act it 
might be good to let Coretta respond, if 
you don’t mind. 

Mrs. Kine. Thank you, Mr. President. 

This is indeed an historic occasion for 
those of us who represent the family of 
Martin King. My son, Marty King— 
Martin III—is with me, members of the 
board of directors and trustees of Martin 
King Center—John Cox, Jeri Allen, Al 
Nellum, and Pastor Joe Roberts of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church—and all of the 
friends and supporters, representatives 
from the city of Atlanta, from the State of 
Georgia—Liz Lyons, former Commission- 
er Gibson, two council persons, I believe, 
Rob Pitts and Arthur Langford, here 

Tue Present. Daddy King’s here in 
spirit today. 
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Mrs. Kinc. Daddy King is here in 
spirit 

Tue Preswent. He was going to be 
here, but he just couldn’t make it. 

Mrs. Kino. He couldn’t make it. He 
had a little accident, but I think he’s go- 
ing to be all right. 

We have members of the Park Service 
Committee, National Park Service, Mr. 
Brown, Dr. Janet Wolf, others. And Bill 
Whelan, former Director of the Park 
Service—I am especially pleased to see 
him, Mr. President, because he started 
early on with us, and Mr. Whelan went 
about this with great dedication, and 
we're just deeply appreciative. 

Other members of the Park Service 
have been so helpful to us. Certainly Mr. 
Andrus, Secretary Andrus, and Assistant 
Secretary Deputy, Deputy Secretary 
Hutchinson. 

Tue Preswent. Director. 

Mrs. Kine. Director. [Laughter] I’m 
making you Secretary. I’m getting in 
trouble. [Laughter] Congressman Bereuter 
came down and saw the site and was ex- 
tremely helpful to us, and we’re just grate- 
ful that he could be here today and for 
all of the other friends and supporters of 
the Martin Luther King Center and those 
who are working to make the dream a 
reality. 

I can assure you that this act, Mr. 
President, which you have signed today 
will be a tremendous inspiration and en- 
couragement, but it also will help us to 
continue to develop the site, to develop the 
area where Martin grew up and to revital- 
ize that total community, because we’re 
concerned not only about the physical re- 
vitalization but the spiritual revitalization 
as well, creating the beloved community. 
Again, Martin King was concerned about 
a community, a city, a State, a nation, and 
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a world where people could live together 
with feelings of security, equal opportu- 
nity, justice and peace, and I feel that this 
site is not only a symbolic representation 
of all that Martin stood for and the rep- 
resentation of his dream, but it is in fact 
a beginning where we can demonstrate 
what can happen in a small way. This will 
become a model community, I believe, 
Mr. President. We want to thank you. 


THe Present. Thank you very much. 
And, of course, the other bill is for the 
establishment of the Boston African 
American National Historic Site in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and of 
course, the Wilberforce Center, the 
National Center for the Study of Afro- 
American History and Culture. It’s a great 
pleasure for me to do this. I know that 
in our lifetime we’ve seen the need for 
Americans to remember the exciting but 
sometimes torturous path that our country 
has played toward achieving equality of 
opportunity and realizing the dream that 
existed in the hearts and minds of those 


who founded this country. And I’m very 
glad to be present on this historic occa- 
sion. 


[At this point, the President signed H.R. 7434.] 
We've got two new laws now. I think 
Representative McLin might want to 
comment on the Wilberforce 
REPRESENTATIVE McLin. Well, Mr. 
President, especially those of us in Ohio 
who have worked long and hard to try to 
get the National Museum Centers estab- 
lished, we appreciate it. I think this will 
be a lasting compository and repository 
for Afro-American history and culture; 
long we have needed such a place that 
we can have a center that we can place 
those historical items in. And on behalf of 
the Afro-American and Dr. Taylor and 
Dr. Newsom of both Central State and 
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Wilberforce University, we want to 
thank you very much and Congress for 
carrying this law past. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much, 
Representative McLin. 

And now I’d like to ask Byron Rush- 
ing, the president of the Museum of Afro- 
American History in Boston, to say a 
word, 

Mr. Rusuine. In 1790, when the first 
census was taken in this country, Massa- 
chusetts was the only State in the Union 
that had no slaves, and so this commu- 
nity that we are preserving in this act 
is truly the oldest free black community 
in the United States. And the center part 
of the 16 sites that will be preserved by 
this act is the African Meeting House, 
which is now the oldest black church 
building still standing in the United 
States. For various reasons we are very 
proud that all of that happened in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. 

We're also very proud that our Con- 
gressman Joe Moakley and our Senator 
Paul Tsongas understood the importance 
of this legislation and moved very effec- 
tively to have it passed. We want to espe- 
cially thank at this time, not only our 
own, of course, inhouse supporters, our 
board members and all those people who 
love us dearly, but especially the staff of 
the National Park Service. And I think 
of two names that come out immediately, 
and that’s Ira Hutchinson and Bob Nunn, 
who I don’t think is here today, who just 
did a tremendous job in helping us in 
this legislation. And I want to thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for signing this. 

THe PresmveNT. Thank you very much. 

Well, I was going to call on Cecil 
Andrus to say a final word representing 
the administration, but as usual, he’s quite 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


modest. He does the work, shepherds the 
legislation through the Congress, works 
very closely with his subordinates in the 
Interior Department, also cooperates com- 
pletely with private and public officials in 
the local and State government and with 
those who are interested in the improve- 
ment of our country. And I want to ex- 
press my deep thanks to him, my con- 
fidence that in his Department, the true 
intent of the Congress and the highest 
ideals to these two bills will be carried out 
to the fullest. Cecil, thank you again along 
with those others assembled here. 

Thank you very much, everybody. Have 
a good day. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

As enacted, H.R. 7218 is Public Law 96- 


428, and H.R. 7434 is Public Law 96-430, both 
approved October 10. 


Maine Indian Claims Settlement 
Act of 1980 


Remarks at the Bill Signing Ceremony. 
Ociober 10, 1980 


THE PRESIDENT. Governor Brennan and 
Secretary Muskie, Senator Mitchell, rep- 
resentatives of the Passamaquoddy and 
the Penobscot and Maliseet Tribes: 

This is indeed a culmination of a great 
deal of effort on behalf of everyone in 
this room—and a lot of those who are not 
assembled here today because the room is 
not large enough to hold those who have 
worked on this important legislation. This 
is also a great day for all the people of 
Maine, for the Indian tribes involved, for 
Maine’s landowners, and also a good day 
for the Congress of the United States, be- 
cause they are all satisfied with the settle- 
ment act. Because we have a settlement 
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act, rather than lengthy and extremely 
costly litigation, a mutual consent agree- 
ment, rather than acrimonious debate 
and further division among the people of 
Maine, it’s a good day for me as President 
as well. 

When I first came to office in 1977, I 
was determined to help resolve the un- 
certainty surrounding the land ownership 
question in Maine. It was an intolerable 
situation. On the one hand, the Federal 
Government had failed to live up to its 
responsibility to the Maine Indians, On 
the other hand, the citizens of Maine 
were subjected to fear and uncertainty 
about the title to land they considered to 
be their own. The Federal Government 
owes a special responsibility to all the 
people of Maine, of course, Indian and 
non-Indian, to settle this claim. 

In 1977 I appointed a very distin- 
guished former Georgia Supreme Court 
Justice, William Gunter, to evaluate the 
claims and advise me on an appropriate 
course for the Federal Government to fol- 
low. At his suggestion, we appointed a 
working group which undertook exten- 
sive negotiations with the tribes and with 
the representatives of various landowners 
in the State of Maine. These negotiations 
have paved the way for a satisfactory out- 
of-court settlement of what might other- 
wise have been a lengthy and costly and 
bitter lawsuit. 

The settlement authorizes a permanent 
land base and trust fund for the tribes and 
also resolves once and for all the title to 
the land for all the people who reside in 
Maine. The settlement act does some- 
thing else as well. It’s a reaffirmation that 
our system of government works. 


A hundred and ninety years after the 
Passamaquoddy and Penobscot Indians 
and Maine settlers fought side by side to 
protect Maine’s borders and help defend 
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all Thirteen Colonies in the Revolution- 
ary War, the people of Maine have again 
shown themselves to be an example of us 
all, by working together, by acting with 
patience and fairness and understanding. 
This should be a proud day for everyone 
who was involved in this effort, many of 
whom are here today—the tribes, who 
placed their trust in the system that has 
not always treated them fairly, the leaders 
of the State of Maine who came openly 
to the bargaining table, the landowners 
who helped make the settlement a real- 
ity by offering land for sale that they 
might not otherwise have wanted to sell, 
the Members of Congress who realize the 
necessity of acting, and all the citizens of 
Maine who have worked together to re- 
solve this problem of land title. 

And now it’s with a great deal of pleas- 
ure that I, as President of our country, 
sign into law this bill, which settles once 
and for all in a fair and equitable manner 
a dispute that has concerned all of us over 
many years. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

I think I'll let a few of the people com- 
ment if you all have just a brief period of 
time. Governor, would you say a word 
first? 

GovERNOR BRENNAN. Mr. President, I 
wish to thank you and commend you and 
your administration for a superb response 
to solving the most difficult problem that 
has faced Maine in its history. By virtue 
of the efforts of your administration in 
the signing of this bill, an economic cloud 
has been removed from Maine, and the 
opening of a new relationship between 
Indians and non-Indians will begin. 

Thank you very, very much. 

THe Present. Senator? 

SENATOR MiTcHELL. Well, I'd just like 
to add my thanks to those of the Gov- 
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ernor, Mr. President. This is but one ex- 
ample of your responsiveness to the prob- 
lems of the people of Maine that has 
existed since you took office. With Loring 
Air Force Base, the Bath Iron Works, this 
settlement, your prompt response to the 
Governor’s request last week for disaster 
recognition for the Maine Coast demon- 
strated a concern and responsibility in 
dealing with the problems of the citizens 
of Maine. And I know everybody in 
Maine is deeply appreciative of that and 
very thankful to you. 
Thank you. 


THe PresweEnt. Ed, would you like to 
say a word? 

SECRETARY Muskie. Mr. President, as 
I contemplate the history of this compli- 
cated problem, I can only think of one 
appropriate word to say. Amen. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Tue Preswwent. Well, I'll let you 
choose someone to represent the Indian 
tribes, if you don’t mind. Tom? 

Mr. TurEEN. I don’t know why I get 
chosen. 


Tue PresiIpENnT. You’re chosen. 


Mr. TurEEN. Mr. President, we thank 
you. It’s a problem not just for these 
tribes but for our whole system. If it 
hadn’t been for your courage, who knows 
what would have happened in these 
cases. There’s a temptation to turn your 
back on what was right, and you resisted 
that, and we’ll all be appreciative. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Present. I might say as a per- 
sonal note that this is one of the most dif- 
ficult issues I’ve ever gotten involved in. 
I’ve aroused the animosity and the criti- 
cism of almost everyone—{/aughter|—at 
least for transient periods of time. But I 
felt it was my responsibility, as President 
representing all the people of this country, 
to stay with it, and I imported a very fine 
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and distinguished jurist from Georgia to 
help me with it. And I think that his basic 
recommendation and the courage of all 
those here to face a difficult issue headon 
has resulted in a settlement that’s grati- 
fying to everyone involved. 

Again, I want to thank all of you for 
coming here. I think the people of Maine 
have responded well to a very difficult and 
potentially permanently divisive issue in 
your State. And I think that the final res- 
olution has been a credit to our system 
of government. 

Secretary Muskie. Mr. President, if 
I may mention one other person who is 
not to be forgotten, who can’t be with us, 
and that’s Governor Jim Longley 

Tue Preswent. Absolutely. 

SecRETARY MuskKIE. who really 
fought for Maine’s best interests, who per- 
sisted with you. And I think his involve- 
ment and contribution ought to be rec- 
ognized. 

Mr. PresmwENT. Thank you, Ed, very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:56 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


As enacted, H.R. 7919 is Public Law 96- 
420, approved October 10. 


Ronald Reagan 


Informal Exchange With a Reporter on 
Departure for Camp David. 
October 10, 1980 


Q. Mr. President, did you mean to sug- 
gest that Reagan is untrustworthy in your 
interview? 

THE PRESIDENT. Very trustworthy. 
NOTE: The President was asked the question 


as he departed from the South Portico of the 
White House at 4:55 p.m. 


Oct. 11 


Cuban and Haitian Entrants 
Executive Order 12246. October 10, 1980 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America by 
Section 501 of the Refugee Education 
Assistance Act of 1980 and Section 301 of 
Title 3 of the United States Code, and in 
order to provide for assistance to be made 
available relating to Cuban and Haitian 
entrants, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

1-101. All the functions vested in the 
President by Section 501(c) of the Ref- 
ugee Education Assistance Act of 1980, 
are hereby delegated to the Secretary of 
State. 

1-102. In carrying out the functions 
delegated to him by this Order, the Sec- 
retary of State shall ensure that among 
the actions he takes or directs from time 
to time, he shall promptly take action 
which provides assistance for those Cu- 
ban and Haitian entrants located or to be 
located at Fort Indiantown Gap, Fort Mc- 
Coy, Fort Chaffee, Fort Allen, existing 
processing and reception sites in Florida, 
and such other sites as he may designate. 

Jummy Carter 
The White House, 
October 10, 1980. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:16 a.m., October 14, 1980] 


NOTE: The Executive order was released on 
October 11. 


National Lupus Week, 1980 
Proclamation 4799. October 10, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 


(also 
known as lupus, or SLE) is a serious con- 


Systemic lupus erythematosus 
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nective tissue disorder, affecting an esti- 
mated 500,000 Americans. Almost 90 per- 
cent of its victims are young women. 

In the systemic form, lupus can affect 
almost any part of the body, often pro- 
ducing abnormalities in the kidney, heart, 
skin, joints, and other internal organs. 

The outlook for victims of lupus has 
vastly improved in recent years. In 1955, 
the survival rate for lupus victims was 
only 50 percent four years after diagnosis. 
Now, more than 80 percent of lupus pa- 
tients are alive 10 years after their disease 
has been identified. This increased sur- 
vival is due to a greater awareness of the 
disease, better diagnostic methods, and 
development of more effective drug ther- 
apies. Nevertheless, an estimated 50,000 
new cases are diagnosed each year, and 
much additional research is needed to 
pinpoint the underlying cause of this dis- 
ease and to discover methods for prevent- 
ing or halting its progression. 

In the last few years, progress has been 
made toward better understanding of lu- 
pus. Public and privately-supported med- 
ical research and education mean that 
each year thousands of patients can look 
forward to improved treatment, and the 
opportunity to live happier and more pro- 
ductive lives. However, new research 
findings and new approaches for im- 
proved treatment and diagnosis are 
needed if we are ever to eliminate lupus 
as a cause of human suffering and to im- 
prove the quality of life in our society for 
its victims. 

The Congress has, by Senate Joint Res- 
olution 201, authorized and requested the 
President to designate the week of Oc- 
tober 19 through October 25, 1980, as 
National Lupus Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy Carter, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby proclaim the week of Oc- 
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tober 19 through October 25, 1980, as 
National Lupus Week. I invite the Gov- 
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and officials of other 
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States to issue similar proclama- 
tions. 


I urge the people of the United States 
and educational, philanthropic, scientific, 
medical, and health care organizations 
and professions to provide the necessary 
assistance and resources to discover the 
cause and cure of systemic lupus erythe- 
matosus and the other rheumatic diseases 
and to alleviate the suffering of all persons 
struck by these disorders. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this tenth day of Octo- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifth. 

Jimmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:17 a.m., October 14, 1980] 


NOTE: The proclamation was released on 
October 11. 


Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7218 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


It is an honor for me to sign into law 
H.R. 7218, a bill to establish the Martin 
Luther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site and Preservation District in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Dr. King’s tragic death deprived our 
Nation of one of its greatest leaders. He 
had become a symbol for all the world 
of the power of the nonviolent struggle 
for human rights. The establishment of 
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this unique National Historic Site will 
protect the places where Dr. King lived, 
worked, and worshiped and where he is 
buried, for the benefit, inspiration, and 
education of present and future genera- 
tions. The Preservation District will also 
include the Martin Luther King, Jr. Cen- 
ter for Social Change, which is commit- 
ted to carrying out the ideals and mission 
fo which Dr. King lived. 

Martin Luther King had a dream that 
all people would be free and equal under 
the law. His life was sacrificed for this 
cause, but his dream is still not a reality. 
It is my hope that, by preserving the phys- 
ical environment in which Dr. King de- 
veloped his concept of social justice, our 
people will come to understand more fully 
what we have accomplished and what re- 
mains to be done. May it be a perpetual 
reminder of Dr. King’s great work and 
inspire people everywhere to strive for 
the realization of his dream of equal 
rights and equal opportunity for all. 


NoTE: As enacted, H.R. 7218 is Public Law 
96-428, approved October 10. 


Maine Indian Claims Settlement 
Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7919 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 7919, 
the Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act 
of 1980. 

In March of 1977, I appointed retired 
Georgia Supreme Court Justice William 
Gunter to review the land claims of the 
Indian tribes of Maine. Those claims, 
which were based on alleged violations of 
Federal law, had clouded the title of some 
two-thirds of the State of Maine, an area 
in which some 350,000 people reside. 
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Justice Gunter recommended that a set- 
tlement of the claims be negotiated 
rather than litigated because of the length 
of time litigation would require and the 
hardship that an extended period of 
clouded land titles would impose on the 
people of Maine. 

In line with Justice Gunter’s recom- 
mendation, I directed that officials of my 
administration work with representatives 
of the tribes, the State of Maine, and the 
major landowners involved to negotiate a 
settlement of the claims. I am pleased 
that a reasonable compromise has been 
reached which reflects the unique cir- 
cumstances involved and avoids an exten- 
sive and damaging period of litigation. 


NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 7919 is Public Law 
96-420, approved October 10. 


Customs Court Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 1654 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


I have signed into law, S. 1654, the 
Customs Court Act of 1980. 

This legislation, which contains many 
of the provisions proposed by the admin- 
istration, creates a comprehensive system 
for judicial review of civil actions arising 
out of import transactions and Federal 
statutes affecting international trade. The 
bill enhances the importance and effec- 
tiveness of the new Court of International 
Trade, formerly the Customs Court. I am 
pleased to have signed this major judicial 
reform bill into law. 

Unfortunately the bill retains a polit- 
ical affiliation requirement which stipu- 
lates that no more than five of the nine 
members of the Court of International 
Trade can be from the same political 
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party. This provision is inappropriate as 
applied to the present Customs Court. 
The appointment of judges to a court 
created under Article III of the Constitu- 
tion should be on the basis of merit, not 
political affiliation. 

I urge that the 97th Congress pass leg- 
islation deleting this unfortunate require- 
ment. 


Note: As enacted, S. 1654 is Public Law 96- 
417, approved October 10. 


Military Construction 
Authorization Act, 1981 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7301 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


I am signing into law H.R. 7301, the 
Military Construction Authorization Act 
for 1981. 

This act is important to increasing 
our Nation’s security at home and abroad. 
It provides $5.5 billion for highly neces- 
sary facilities in 49 States, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and in 16 foreign 
countries, which support not only the mili- 
tary services and their reserve components 
but the defense agencies and the Military 
Family Housing program as well. These 
facilities will help us continue to achieve 
higher degrees of military readiness and 
mobilization capability. They will also 
improve the quality of life for many of 
our military personnel and their families. 

The bill also provides support for three 
other essential elements of our national 
defense. One is our contribution to the 
NATO Infrastructure Program for con- 
tinued upgrading of overall readiness in 
Europe. Another is the enhancement of 
our military position in Indian Ocean and 
Persian Gulf areas where critical United 
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States interests may be threatened. The 
third is consideration for high priority 
national programs such as energy conser- 
vation and pollution abatement. 

While the bill’s primary purpose is to 
meet urgent military requirements, a side 
benefit to the economy of our country and 
to the American construction industry will 
be the creating of an estimated 100,000 to 
150,000 direct jobs and, perhaps, an equal 
number of indirect jobs. 

I also want to take this opportunity to 
express my gratitude to Chairmen Price 
and Stennis and Subcommittee Chairmen 
Hart and Nedzi for their dedicated work 
in securing the passage of this bill. And 
I want to particularly pay tribute to Mr. 
Nedzi, whose long and faithful service 
will be dearly missed when he retires from 
Congress following the completion of his 
current term. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 7301 is Public Law 
96-418, approved October 10. 


Automobile Fuel Efficiency Act 
of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 2475 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


I have signed S. 2475, the Automobile 
Fuel Efficiency Act of 1980. This bill is 
another step in my administration’s ef- 
forts to make Federal regulations more 
responsive to the needs of our Nation’s 
automobile industry. 

S. 2475 includes several necessary mod- 
ifications to the corporate average fuel 
economy (CAFE) standards, all of which 
were requested by the administration. 
First, the bill allows low-volume automo- 
bile producers, those producing less than 
10,000 cars annually, to request alterna- 
tive CAFE standards for 2 years or more 
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and exempts these producers from bur- 
densome reporting requirements. This 
provision should ease the regulatory bur- 
den on small auto manufacturers, with- 
out having any consequential effect on 
our Nation’s efforts to conserve energy. 

Second, the bill provides additional 
flexibility in the CAFE standards for for- 
eign manufacturers to encourage them to 
produce and assemble cars in this coun- 
try. This provision is part of my effort to 
encourage foreign automobile companies 
to increase their investments in the 
United States. 

Finally, the bill provides all manufac- 
turers greater flexibility in achieving the 
fuel economy standards in any particular 
year. This provision will permit the au- 
tomobile companies to meet the standards 
more easily without reducing our com- 
mitment to energy conservation. 

The revitalization of our Nation’s do- 
mestic automobile industry is essential to 
the health of our economy. In the past 
several months we have made progress 
toward this goal. My administration has 
modified existing regulations to save the 
auto industry more than $600 million in 
the years to come. As part of my eco- 
nomic renewal program, I have proposed 
a 40-percent increase in depreciation 
allowances to give the industry the tax 
incentives that it needs to retool. I also 
have proposed a refundable investment 
tax credit to help the domestic companies, 
which currently are not profitable, to in- 
vest in the future. 

To help the communities and workers 
that currently are suffering from the 
downturn in the auto industry, I have 
proposed substantial financial help to the 
States, cities, and counties that are ex- 
periencing the highest unemployment. I 
also have proposed substantial additional 
benefits for workers in the automobile and 
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related industries, by extending unem- 
ployment benefits for 13 additional weeks 
and extending trade adjustment assist- 
ance to workers in many supplier indus- 
tries. 

I have expressed concern to the Japa- 
nese about the level of Japanese imports, 
and I have stated quite clearly that the 
United States does not intend to abandon 
any portion of our share of the domestic 
auto market. I have also encouraged Japa- 
nese car companies to increase their in- 
vestments in the United States and urged 
Japan to reduce the barriers to the sale 
of U.S. cars and parts in Japan. This 
bill will contribute to that effort. 

In addition, the Administrator of the 
General Services Administration recently 
announced the fulfillment of a commit- 
ment I had made some time ago to ac- 
celerate the Federal Government’s pur- 
chase of automobiles and trucks. The 
General Services Administrator also an- 
nounced that for the first time we will be 
purchasing American-made light duty 
trucks that meet our fuel economy 
standards. 

Finally, to ensure that government, 
business, and labor continue to work to- 
gether to address the problems of this 
vital industry, I have established a tri- 
partite Presidential Auto Industry Com- 
mittee. 

The steps that we have taken over the 
last 6 months lay the foundation for re- 
covery in the automobile industry. There 
is no question that more remains to be 
done. I look forward to working with the 
Congress, business, and labor in the up- 
coming months to ensure swift enactment 
of the legislation that we need to ensure 
that the recovery in autos is strong and 
lasting. 


NoTE: As enacted, S. 2475 is Public Law 96- 
425, approved October 10. 
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Federal Employees’ Group Life 
Insurance Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7666 Into Law. 
October 11, 1980 


I am happy to sign into law H.R. 7666, 
the Federal Employees’ Group Life In- 
surance Act of 1980. This legislation, 
which was proposed by the administra- 
tion, will make some greatly needed im- 
provements in the group life insurance 
program for Federal civilian employees. 

The life insurance program for Federal 
employees has gone largely unchanged in 
the quarter century it has existed and in 
recent years has become less and less com- 
parable to the insurance plans of other 
large employers. This has led many new 
employees to waive participation in the 
program, largely because younger employ- 
ees can obtain better coverage per pre- 
mnium dollar elsewhere. 

H.R. 7666, will make a number of 
changes to solve these problems. First, ef- 
fective October 1, 1981, it will increase 
the amount of regular life insurance of- 
fered to employees under age 45, with no 
increase in the premium they pay. To off- 
set this new expense, employees who re- 
tire after 1989 will be required to pay 
premiums until age 65 for the insurance 
which is currently provided at no cost to 
retirees. The bill will also permit retiring 
employees to puchase improved post-age- 
65 regular insurance coverage at their 
own expense. Finally, the bill will offer 
new optional insurance plans allowing 
employees to purchase additional life in- 
surance at very reasonable group rates 
and also to purchase insurance to cover 
members of their families. 

These program improvements have 
been carefully designed to provide greater 
protection for employees at a minimum 
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cost to the Government. I commend the 
Congress, and Congresswoman Gladys 
Spellman in particular, for enacting this 
legislation, which is both fiscally respon- 
sible and responsive to the needs of Fed- 
eral employees. 


NoTE: As enacted, H.R. 7666 is Public Law 
96-427, approved October 10. 


National Newspaper Week, 
October 12-18, 1980 


Message of the President. October 11, 1980 


A free and unmanaged press is one of 
the proudest symbols of our democratic 
government and one of its boldest cham- 
pions. And, conversely, an open govern- 
ment is one of the staunchest protectors 
of the free press and of the people whose 
trust it holds. 

During National Newspaper Week, we 
honor the brilliant and determined in- 
dividuals who won for the American press 
the freedom it enjoys in reporting and in- 
terpreting current events. We also rededi- 
cate ourselves to perpetuating, in a way 
that would make them proud, the great 
tradition they have passed on to us. And 
we applaud those members of our press 
who have consistently displayed the sensi- 
tivity, integrity, wisdom and accuracy 
which their profession demands. 

As a nation we recognize the extent of 
our dependence on our fellow citizens who 
gather and report the news. And we are 
in awe of the grave responsibility they bear 
as they cover events that affect the lives 
of millions of Americans and the future of 
our country. 

We believe as they do that the freedom 
they possess can protect the freedoms we 
cherish. And we look to them to exercise 
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their freedom wisely, responsibly and with 
a daily awareness of the tremendous 
power they wield. 

Rosalynn and I are proud to join with 
all Americans at this time in tribute to our 
nation’s newspapers and to the dedicated 
men and women behind them. 


Jimmy CarTeER 


Newspaper Carrier Day, 
October 18, 1980 


Message of the President. October 11, 1980 


I urge al! Americans to join me in this 
traditional salute to those who deliver 
newspapers in cities and towns across our 
country. 

The carrier’s job builds qualities of re- 
sponsibility, integrity and good citizen- 
ship. It is a wonderful preparation for 
any future employment, and it often pro- 
vides a useful base for later success in a 
chosen career. 

I admire the dedication and energy of 
our nation’s newspaper carriers, and I 
hope that their paper routes will continue 
to bring them rewarding experiences that 
will enrich their lives in years to come. 

Jmmmy Carter 


Mille Lacs Band of the Minnesota 
Chippewa Indians 


Message to the Senate Returning S. 1464 
Without Approval. October 11, 1980 


To the Senate of the United States: 


I am returning without my approval S. 
1464 “To direct the Secretary of the In- 
terior to acquire certain lands for the 
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benefits of the Mille Lacs Band of the 
Minnesota Chippewa Indians.” 

S. 1464 would require the Secretary of 
the Interior to acquire approximately 105 
acres of land, in Mille Lacs County, Min- 
nesota from a commercial land developer 
and subsequently hold such land in trust 
for the Mille Lacs Band. Under the terms 
mandated by S. 1464, the cost to the Fed- 
eral government of acquiring this land 
could not be less than $670,000, and 
could be $910,000 or more. 

I am disapproving S. 1464 because the 
Secretary of the Interior already possesses 
the authority to purchase an amount of 
land he determines appropriate for the 
benefit of the Mille Lacs Band, and 
because he and the tribe agree that the 
bill would require purchase of the land at 
a price the Secretary has heretofore deter- 
mined excessive. 

In order to obtain a swift resolution of 
the issues which prompted Congressional 
action on S. 1464, I am, however, instruct- 
ing the Secretary of the Interior to con- 
duct as expeditiously as possible a new ap- 
praisal of the 25 acres of land in question 
and to make a fair and reasonable offer 
based on that appraisal for purchase of 
those 25 acres. 

Jimmy Carter 
The White House, 
October 11, 1980. 


NOTE: The text of the message was released 
on October 12. 


The Nation’s Economy 


Radio Address to the Nation. 
October 12, 1980 


This is President Jimmy Carter, speak- 
ing to you from the Oval Office in Wash- 
ington. I want to talk to you today about 
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our country’s future, about the goals I’ve 
set for the decade of the 1980’s, and how 
we can achieve these goals together. 

Too often in political campaigns the 
focus is on the contest itself, debates about 
the debates, charges and countercharges 
among candidates, the endless speculation 
about who is ahead. Too often the mean- 
ing of the election, the real decision fac- 
ing our country, is lost or forgotten. 
During the next 3 weeks, candidates owe 
the American people a clear vision of 
what we see for our country’s future. 

The choice before this country on No- 
vember 4th is not just between me and 
Governor Reagan, it’s not just between 
the Democratic Party and the Republican 
Party; it’s a choice between two vastly 
different sets of beliefs. The meaning of 
that choice is not just in what we say, but 
in the consequences of our words, the 
consequences of what we believe, the con- 
sequences of what we will do. They will 
be more enduring than any campaign 
rhetoric. Those consequences will shape 
the whole philosophy of our society, our 
country’s approach to socia! responsibility, 
to economic opportunity, to the quality of 
our environment, to protection of con- 
sumers, to older Americans, to the well- 
being of working men, to the well-being 
and the opportunities of working women. 
The choice will affect our security both 
at home and abroad. 

So, today and on the next two Sundays 
I want to describe the consequences of the 
coming election. Next week I’ll discuss the 
Nation’s military security, America’s role 
in the world, and our vital quest for 
peace. Today I will describe my vision, 
my hopes, and my plans for our country’s 
economic future. And later this week I 
will present a more detailed and exten- 
sive economic statement. 
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As you know, we and other nations 
around the world have recently been 
shocked by OPEC oil prices, which more 
than doubled in just 12 months. But our 
country has been strong enough to with- 
stand this blow. The economic outlook 
after this period of real difficulty has now 
brightened. We see the beginnings of re- 
covery along with a reduction in inflation. 
The number of jobs is increasing. Unem- 
ployment is declining. Our policies are 
working. But to stay on the road to full 
recovery, we need to keep on attacking the 
roots of our problems—inflation, foreign 
oil dependence, slow productivity growth. 

I’m especially concerned about the hu- 
man impact of these problems—tem- 
porary unemployment, the uncertainty of 
rapid technological change, interest rates 
too high. I know that some people have 
questions about earning a good living, 
providing for a family. I know from per- 
sonal experience how it felt when my 
three sons were small. Will I be able to 
care for my family, to give my children 
what they need, to provide for their 
future? These human questions are al- 
ways on my mind. My heart goes out to 
families who are threatened or who suffer. 

Some of our Nation’s economic prob- 
lems are deep-rooted, interrelated, and 
complex. Solving them cannot be simple. 
We must face the facts. If we try to 
stimulate the economy too fast, we may 
speed up inflation. High inflation triggers 
high interest rates, which choke off re- 
covery. And we end up back where we 
started. That’s why creating jobs and con- 
trolling inflation must go together. That’s 
why I’ve fought so hard to prevent a 
massive tax cut this year in the heat of 
an election campaign, and why I support 
a targeted tax cut to be enacted next 
year, focused on the most urgent needs. 
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Inflation is caused by many forces, 
therefore we are attacking it on many 
fronts. 

One is the Federal budget. By slowing 
the growth of Government spending and 
by avoiding imprudent tax cuts, we’ve 
reduced one source of inflationary pres- 
sure. We'll continue this budgetary re- 
straint. 

Deregulation is another front. We’ve 
now acted to free from unnecessary 
regulation some of our biggest indus- 
tries—airlines, trucking, energy, banking, 
railroads—so that the American free 
enterprise system,.with maximum com- 
petition, can give us better services with 
less inflation. 

But most important of all, we have 
met head on our country’s number one 
economic challenge, the primary cause of 
inflation as well as unemployment—exces- 
sive dependence on foreign oil. The di- 
mensions of this challenge are staggering. 
Foreign oil costs our Nation $85 billion a 
year—$85 billion that could be spent on 
American industry, American products, 
American jobs. 

No country, no matter how strong, can 
afford to send this kind of money abroad 
year after year without paying an enor- 
mous economic cost. The problem was 
neglected for too long. Now we have 
acted. From the very first days of my 
Presidency, I sought to alert the Ameri- 
can people and the Congress to this prob- 
lem. At first there was doubt and even 
ridicule, but I kept at it and you re- 
sponded. We’ve rallied to meet the en- 
ergy challenge, as we’ve met other serious 
problems in the past. 

Until recently, most of us never even 
thought about where our gasoline came 
from—just from the local service station. 
We don’t think that way any more. We’ve 
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all come to realize that the service station 
is at one end of a very precarious supply 
line. The line is 12,000 miles long, and at 
the other end is one of the most unstable 
regions of the world—the Persian Gulf. 

We’ve cut our foreign oil consumption 
by 20 percent in the last year alone, some 
1% million barrels a day. No other coun- 
try has matched that record. That is ex- 
tremely important to every American. The 
war between Iraq and Iran puts this 
achievement in perspective. Today the 
United States alone is saving almost half 
the amount of oil exported before the war 
by both those countries combined. We’ve 
made ourselves and our allies that much 
less vulnerable to international blackmail 
or to a break in the world’s oil lifeline. 

We're also building up our own ability 
to produce energy. This year in the 
United States, we will drill more oil and 
gas wells than ever before. We’ve won ap- 
proval of the most sweeping program in 
history to develop solar power, synthetic 
fuels, to conserve energy, and to create 
other new energy sources. 

That program is being financed in large 
part by a most important and equitable 
revenue program—the windfall profits tax 
on the oil companies. This windfall profits 
tax finally passed this year, after a long 
and difficult political struggle. It will per- 
mit us to take some of the billions of dol- 
lars we spend on oil and invest them in 
creating new American energy sources 
and new American jobs. 

Also, we are making rapid strides in 
coal production. This year we will pro- 
duce more coal than ever before in his- 
tory. With better transportation and sea- 
port facilities, we can triple this produc- 
tion. As the major world energy source, I 
want to see OPEC oil replaced with 
American coal. 

We have come a long way in a very short 
time—in conservation, in production, and 
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in public understanding. Our attack on 
energy can now serve as a historic first step 
in a drive to strengthen the other eco- 
nomic foundations of our country. 

American workers are still the most 
productive in the world, because we’ve 
had the best machinery and equipment, 
the best plants and factories. But now in 
some industries that equipment is grow- 
ing older, and countries that have newer 
factories are outproducing us. We cannot 
ask our workers to compete with out-of- 
date equipment, any more than we would 
ask our soldiers to fight with obsolete 
weapons. America will need to spend bil- 
lions of dollars building new plants and 
refurbishing old ones. 

Recently I outlined a broad-ranging 
program to renew our economic mo- 
mentum. This program will have some 
immediate benefits. It will add a half- 
million additional new jobs during the 
coming year and a million new jobs by the 
end of 1982. It will also meet our long- 
term challenges by encouraging greater 
investment, higher productivity, and re- 
duced inflation. Half of the tax reductions 
under this program will go for encour- 
aging investment and creating new jobs 
rather than for encouraging consumption 
and more inflation. What I’m proposing 
is the next major step in building a 
brighter economic future. 

Our efforts to meet the energy chal- 
lenge, our program to modernize Ameri- 
can industry can set the stage for an 
American economic renaissance to propel 
us past our current economic obstacles and 
build the new foundations for economic 
greatness. Let me describe that future. 

It will be a time of enhanced produc- 
tivity, with modern plants and equip- 
ment to keep American industry at the 
cutting edge of international progress. 

I see us turning American coal and 
shale and American farm products into 
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American fuel for American cars and 
trucks, and the light of the Sun into heat 
and electricity for American homes. And 
I see those buildings and vehicles that will 
house us and move us in comfort, using a 
lot less energy. 

I see modern railbeds and ports making 
American coal into a powerful rival of 
OPEC oil, and new industries that bring 
the convenience of modern communica- 
tions and futuristic computer technology 
into millions of American homes and 
offices and factories. 

I see an America of full employment, 
of people working to modernize existing 
American industry and to create whole 
new American industries. 

It will be a time of purer air, cleaner 
water, and freedom from the threat of 
toxic wastes. 

This is not just a dream. It’s a practical 
vision that we can bring to life by taking 
the right actions today, by investing in our 
future. This is part of the American char- 
acter. Our families invest in homes, in 
education. We parents invest not just in 
our own future but in the future of our 
children. 

I see this kind of progress already in the 
exciting revitalization of our Nation’s ur- 
ban centers. I’ve seen it in our ability to 
produce 8% million new jobs in just 3 
years, a record never before achieved in 
any President’s term, in times of either 
war or peace. 

I’ve seen it in Michigan, where modern, 
safe, durable, and fuel-efficient cars roll 
off American production lines, cars that 
can now compete with any in the world. 
I’ve seen it in American steel production, 
that’s beginning to use the most advanced 
level of technology on Earth. I’ve seen this 
progress in our agricultural heartland, 
with outstanding production setting world 
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export records every year that I’ve served 
in this office. 

There can now be an exciting era of 
increased prosperity and fruitfulness of our 
land, built upon the new conservation 
ethic and technological developments 
using biomass from growing crops to help 
meet our energy needs. And I’ve seen the 
beginnings of progress in our synthetic 
fuels production and in our new commit- 
ment to basic research and to scientific 
and technological progress in a broad 
range of American industries. 

I’m asking our entire country to drive 
these programs forward. If we are to suc- 
ceed, it cannot be because of government 
alone or business alone or labor alone. It 
must be because government, business, 
labor, and the public work together to 
make this future a certainty for our coun- 
try. We've seen this partnership at work 
already in our efforts to assist the automo- 
bile industry and the steel industry. It will 
be further strengthened by the new eco- 
nomic revitalization board. 

This kind of partnership is at the very 
heart of America. Almost 40 years ago, in 
the midst of World War II, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt put it this way: 
“The most significant fact in American 
history is the ability of the American peo- 
ple to face a tough situation and to take 
orderly and united action in their own 
behalf—and in behalf of the things in 
which they believe.” That was true in 
1942. It’s true today. And I’m determined 
that it will be true in the future. 

And I also know that we will achieve 
this future only if we make the conscious 
decision to invest in it and plan for it 
now. A good life in the 1980’s and in the 
21st century can only be built on Ameri- 
can ingenuity, 
American values. 


American dedication, 
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The economic challenges which we and 
the world must face are difficult and com- 
plex, extraordinarily complex. But if the 
proud history of this country teaches us 
anything, it’s this: We can solve even the 
most difficult and complex problems if we 
recognize them for what they are and put 
our minds and our hearts to work on the 
solutions. History tells us something else, 
something that illustrates the most basic 
and important choice before us in 1980: 
When nations fail to address their chal- 
lenges realistically and look for simplistic 
solutions to their problems, then they run 
into trouble. 

This is a choice that affects our econ- 
omy, but it is also a choice that goes to 
the very heart of our national spirit: 

Are we mature enough and strong 
enough to accept the realities of the 1980's 
and to take the difficult but rewarding 
steps that are needed, or will we close our 
eyes and dream of earlier times, simpler 
problems, and painless solutions? 

I have faith in America. I have faith in 
Americans. We will face up to these chal- 
lenges. We will work together. We will 
build for the future, a future of greatness 
for the country that we love. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The ad- 


dress was broadcast live on the Mutual Broad- 
casting System. 


New York, New York 
Remarks at a Meeting With Civic and 


Community Leaders. October 13, 1980 

Tue Preswent. Rabbi Bokser—{shouts 
from audience|—Rabbi Bokser, Senator 
Jackson, Senator Moynihan—{shouts 
from audience|—— 
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AUDIENCE [chanting]. We want Jimmy! 

Tue Presivent. Fine. Thank you. 

As I was saying, Rabbi Bokser, Senator 
Jackson—{shouts from audience|— Sen- 
ator Moynihan, President Don Manes-- 
[shouts from audience} 

SPEAKER. It’s never unanimous, Mr. 
President. 

Tue Presiwent. I know. 

Would you like to hear what I’ve got 
to say? 

AuDIENCE. Yes! 

Tue Presiwent. Good. We don’t ex- 
pect you to be unanimous. 

——members of the Forest Hills Jewish 
Community Center which marks this 
year your 50th year of service to the 
Borough of Queens and the people who 
look to you for leadership throughout this 
Nation: 

I’m proud to have the support and the 
counsel of Senator Scoop Jackson. He is 
a tremendously effective fighter for a 
strong defense, for American energy 


security, for help to New York City and 
to other great cities, for the cause of So- 
viet Jewry, and for a strong and secure 
Israel. And I might say that I share with 
some of you the belief that Scoop Jack- 
son would be or would have been a great 
President 


You might want to know that at the 
Democratic Convention in Miami in 
1972 the person who nominated Senator 
Scoop Jackson for President of the United 
States was Governor Jimmy Carter. 

I want to express my thanks, too, for the 
members of the New York congressional 
delegation who are here this morning, Ben 
Rosenthal, Congressman Addabbo, Con- 
gressman Ferraro, who’s helping me all 
over the country, Congressman Biaggi, 
and Chairman Baranello, who’s come here 
representing the Democrats of this entire 
State. 
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This is a session which I consider to be 
very important. It’s crucial to our Na- 
tion; it’s crucial for the leaders of the rest 
of the world to know where a President of 
the United States stands on current and 
major issues. I want the people of Forest 
Hills and of Queens to know exactly where 
I stand on these crucial issues. There has 
been misunderstanding, which is legiti- 
mate. There has also been misrepresenta- 
tion, which is not legitimate. 

For instance, I saw a political advertise- 
ment in one of the community papers. It 
was placed by an independent committee 
supporting my Republican opponent and 
completely misrepresented the policy— 
past, present, and future—of the United 
States of America and my administration 
toward the PLO. Let there be no doubt 
where I stand. The United States opposes 
and I oppose any PLO state. 

The United States of America will 
never recognize nor negotiate with the 
PLO as long as it refuses to recognize Is- 
rael’s right to exist and refuses to accept 
U.N. Resolution 242. The United States 
does not deal with organizations which 
attempt to accomplish their objectives by 
means of terrorism. Terrorism is a crime 
against decency and humanity, whether 
it occurs on the streets of Paris or on the 
streets of Jerusalem, whether those re- 
sponsible in Paris are neo-Nazis or in 
Jerusalem members of the PLO. 

The recent acts of violence in Paris and 
other French cities remind us that after 
so many centuries, in so many countries, 
anti-Semitism has still not been eradi- 
cated. At the next summit meeting of the 
industrial democracies, among our major 
allies, we will discuss collectively what 
can be done to counter such terrorist acts 
wherever they might occur throughout the 
world. 
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The world must never forget the lessons 
of the Holocaust. That is exactly the rea- 
son which after all these years I established 
the Holocaust Commission to plan a me- 
morial in our country, both to look at and 
to listen to as a constant memory for the 
victims of Nazi terror. That’s also why 
after 40 years of Government inaction I 
set up a special unit in the Department of 
Justice to root out Nazi war criminals who 
may be in hiding in the United States. The 
Congress has appropriated $2.8 million 
especially for this task. 

Senator Moynihan, Scoop Jackson, and 
I also share a deep concern about the 
freedom of Soviet Jews to emigrate. The 
year before I became President, Jewish 
emigration from the Soviet Union was 
about 14,000. Last year it was up to 
50,000, the highest level in more than 10 
years. This year’s lower rate in the wake 
of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is of 
great concern. We will not rest until every 
Soviet Jew is free to emigrate. This will 
be an important item on the agenda of 
the Madrid Conference. The Soviets have 
an obligation to honor their Helsinki com- 
mitment. 

Let’s be absolutely frank with each 
other, without mincing words. I want to 
answer directly and personally a question 
that I know has been raised by some in 
our country who deeply care about Is- 
rael: “What about after the election? The 
record so far is very good,” they say, “but 
isn’t there a danger that President Carter 
might reverse United States policy and 
turn his back on Israel sometime in the 
future?” My answer is: Never. 

I want each of you, even including the 
demonstrators, to go back to the people in 
your communities and neighborhoods and 
tell them this: The President will never 
turn his back on Israel. I never have and 
I never will. This President will never do 
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as the previous administration has done, 
and I quote, “reassess America’s relation- 
ship with Israel.” This President never 
has and I never will. And this President 
will never use economic and military aid 
to Israel as a lever against Israel, not in 
the last 4 years, not now, and not in the 
next 4 years. 

AUDIENCE [chanting]. We want Jimmy! 

THE PresIpDENT. You’ve got me. Thank 
you, you’ve got me. 

My own belief is that even in a nation 
where freedom of speech is important, it’s 
also important for interested citizens like 
you to be able to hear from the President 
of the United States the policy of our 
Government towards Israel. 


These policies have been demonstrated 
during the last 4 years. These policies are 
firmly embedded in the consciousness and 
commitment of myself as a human being, 
of myself as a President, and in the con- 
sciousness of the people of America. And 
these policies will not change—and you 
can depend on that. 


Scoop Jackson knows that. That’s why 
he came here on his own volition all the 
way from Seattle, Washingten, to be with 
us this morning. Immediately after this 
meeting, he has to fly back to his own 
home State of Washington. He knows 
and I know that the United States has a 
moral commitment to Israel, and also a 
strategic commitment to Israel. 


General David Jones, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff of our country, and 
Robert Komer, Under Secretary of De- 
fense for Planning, recently went to Israel 
to improve our strategic relationship with 
Israel’s defense planners and top leaders. 
I sent them there to continue laying the 
foundations for our mutual defense re- 
quirements for the next decade. As a 
strong democracy in a troubled part of 
the world, Israel is a major strategic asset. 
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A strong secure Israel is not just in Israel’s 
interest; it’s in the interest of the United 
States and in the interest of the entire free 
world. 

On Jerusalem, let me repeat the policy 
of the United States. We believe in an 
undivided Jerusalem. We believe in a 
Jerusalem with free access for all faiths to 
the holy places. We believe that the future 
of Jerusalem can only be decided through 
negotiations with the concurrence and 
with the agreement of Israel—{shouts 
from audience|—— 

AUDIENCE [chanting]. We want Jimmy! 

Tue PresipenT. Thank you very much. 
That’s fine. 

I think it might be important for this 
group to hear the fact that the future of 
Israel and the future of Jerusalem can 
only be decided with the strong support of 
the United States for the principles and 
the ideals and commitments which we 
share and that any future of Jerusalem 
can only be decided through negotiations 
with the concurrence and the agreement 
of Israel. 

As I told the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union 2 weeks ago, we will 
oppose any effort to reject Israel's 
credentials at the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly. If it did so, that would 
raise the gravest doubts about the fu- 
ture of the General Assembly itself and 
further participation of the United States 
and other nations in the deliberations of 
that body. If the matter should ever come 
to the Security Council, of course, we 
would veto it—[shouts from audience]. 

AupIENCE [chanting]. We want Jimmy! 

Tue Presipent. That’s good. You’ve 
got me. Thank you very much. 

At his cabinet meeting last week Prime 
Minister Begin praised the United States 
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for protecting Israeli membership and 
legal status in such international forums 
as the General Assembly, UNESCO, Gen- 
eral Convention at Belgrade, and the 
International Tourist Organization. And, 
as you know, we have worked hard to 
prevent the injection of PLO politics into 
the International Monetary Fund. Israel 
can count on that kind of backing from us 
now and always. 

Obviously, our Government and the 
Government of Israel are not always going 
to agree on everything. We do not agree 
on everything with any of our friends 
and allies. But in the next 4 years our 
country is going to continue to support 
Israel and to work with Israel not just 
as a mediator but as a partner. 

AUDIENCE [chanting]. Four more years! 

Tue PresipentT. Thank you very much. 

We are going—this is very important— 
we are going to persevere in the Camp 
David process, which has already brought 
the peace treaty between Israel and 
Egypt, the first peace ever between Israel 
and one of her neighbors. This is a treaty 
between Israel and her most powerful 
Arab nation [neighbor]. There are now 
open borders between the two countries. 
They have now exchanged ambassadors, 
as you well know, full diplomatic relation- 
ships, regular airline flights between the 
major cities of Egypt and the major cities 
of Israel. Tourists regularly visit each 
other in those neighboring countries, and 
negotiations are now continuing to per- 
petuate permanent peace and secure bor- 
ders by Israel and between her and her 
neighbors. 

Tomorrow, Sol Linowitz, the American 
Ambassador and negotiator, will resume 
negotiations with the top officials of Israel 


‘White House correction. 
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and Egypt to build a broader peace. These 
negotiations will commence in Washing- 
ton. 

The choice in this election is not a mat- 
ter of personalities or intentions, it’s a 
matter of consequences—the conse- 
quences for the future of policies our 
Government will follow for the next 4 
years. The choice could not be more 
critical nor more clear. 

On one side is a Republican candidate 
who said a few months ago, and I quote, 
“Urban aid programs are one of the big- 
gest phonies that we have in this system.” 
On the other side is a Democratic admin- 
istration that has pushed through the first 
comprehensive national urban policy in 
our history. 

On one side is a Republican candidate 
who wants to put an end to Federal aid 
for mass transit. That proposal would 
mean higher local taxes, more pollution, 
higher transit fares, and more dependence 
on foreign oil, for New York, to Los Ange- 
les, from Portland to Atlanta. On the 
other side is a Democratic candidate who 
is committed to decreasing the burden on 
local taxpayers, to continuing full support 
for public transportation, decreasing our 
dependence on foreign oil, and making 
our cities a better place in which to live. 

AuDIENCE [chanting]. Four more years! 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much. 

On one side is a Republican candidate 
who prayed morning and night, accord- 
ing to his own words, that the Federal 
Government would never come to the aid 
of New York City. On the other side is 
a Democratic administration that worked 
with the people of this, the greatest city 
in the world, to see to it that New York 
was saved. And we still have a lot more 
to do together for this city and its people. 
Now, I’m not saying that the Lord does 
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not listen to the prayers of people who 
pray against New York. [Laughter] I 
just think the people of New York out- 
prayed him, and all of us outworked him. 

On one side of the choice is a Republi- 
can candidate who last week proposed 
that we play the nuclear arms race card. 
On the other side there’s Democratic ad- 
ministration that is committed to mutual 
and balanced controls and future substan- 
tive reductions in the terrible weapons of 
nuclear annihilation. 

On one side is a Republican candidate 
who, at a time of growing concern about 
the possibility that such nations as Iraq 
might develop nuclear weapons, says that 
nuclear proliferation is, and I quote him, 
“None of our business.” On the other side 
is a Democratic administration that be- 
lieves that halting the spread of nuclear 
weapons is the business not only of the 
United States Government but of every 
government and every human being. 

On one side is the Republican candi- 
date who summed up his energy program 
this way: “What needs to be done is for 
the Government to repeal the energy leg- 
islation and then turn the industry loose.” 
On the other side is a Democratic admin- 
istration that fought successfully for the 
windfall profits tax and for a massive new 
energy program that has already helped 
to reduce our oil imports by one-third 
compared to this time last year. Every 
drop of oil that we do not have to buy 
from OPEC increases our security and 
that of our friends, including Israel. We 
must not allow our progress on energy to 
be reversed, and we must not let this coun- 
try become subservient to nor excessively 
dependent upon nor vulnerable to black- 
mail from those who might want to use 
oil as a weapon against us if we don’t build 
up our energy security. 
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On one side is a Republican candidate 
who launched his political career as a 
spokesman for the anti-Medicare lobby, 
and who now says, and I quote, “I am 
firmly opposed to national health insur- 
ance.” On the other side is a Democratic 
administration that’s committed not only 
to a national health plan but also to the 
integrity of great programs of social bet- 
terment this country has adopted under 
Democratic Presidents ever since Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. 

On one side is a candidate whose party 
platform promises ideological loyalty tests 
for prospective judges, including mem- 
bers of the United States Supreme Court. 
On the other side is a Democratic admin- 
istration pledged to the kind of independ- 
ent, qualified judiciary the founders of 
our Nation envisioned. 

On one side is a Republican candidate 
who has turned his back on 40 years of his 
own party’s support for the equal rights 
amendment. On the other side is a Demo- 
cratic President who has pledged to fight 
until the rights of women, like the rights 
of men, are inscribed in the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

On issue after issue—and I could go 
on—the choice is clear, and the stakes for 
our country are very high. This is a tough 
race. The polls say we may be behind. 
The Republicans are outspending us by 
tens of millions of dollars. Fritz Mondale 
and I are going to need the help of every 
person in this room and a lot more be- 
sides. New York City and the Borough 
of Queens are very important in this ef- 
fort. Your influence can go throughout 
the United States. For the sake of this 
city, and for the sake of everything we’ve 
done together in the past, for the sake of 
everything we will do together in the fu- 
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ture, let’s let our message get across to 
every New Yorker and to every American. 

Just one more comment and one serious 
reminder. We have just a short time to 
go, 3 weeks and | day. So, let’s every one 
of us buckle down together and get to 
work for the future of our own Nation, 
for the future of Israel, for the peace of 
our country, for the peace and security of 
Israel, for the stability of the entire world, 
for the control of the spread of nuclear 
weapons, and for a bright future of peace 
and brotherhood and sisterhood together. 

Let’s win a victory for the whole Demo- 
cratic ticket in New York. And most im- 
portant of all, for the beliefs and convic- 
tions and ideals we all share, on Novem- 
ber 4 let’s have a tremendous victory for 
the entire Democratic ticket in New York 
and around the country. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in 
the Forest Hills Jewish Community Center 
ballroom. 


New York, New York 


Remarks on Proclaiming Italian-American 
Heritage Week. October 13, 1980 


Distinguished Members of the United 
States Congress, Mr. Mayor, leaders of 
New York State and New York City and 
the surrounding areas, all of the great 
Americans of Italian descent and all of 
the rest of us who join you today: 

If there’s one thing I love, it’s a good 
parade, and I believe this will be one of 
the greatest and best ones ever seen in our 
country. And I might say there’s another 
parade that I like very much, a very favor- 
ite of mine. It comes ever 4 years in Jan- 
uary. And I’m planning on leading that 
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one, even though Luciano Pavarotti leads 
this one. 

Four hundred and eighty-eight years 
after Columbus came, you and I, all of 
us are still discovering America, the great- 
ness of this country, and the potential 
that we have to make it even greater. 

Four hundred and eighty-eight years 
after the first Italian landed on the shores 
of America, Italian Americans are con- 
tinuing that great tradition—the tradition 
of Enrico Caruso, Mother Cabrini, En- 
rico Fermi, Fiorello LaGuardia, and Lu- 
ciano Pavarotti, who will lead the parade 
today. It is a tradition, as you know, which 
means a lot to all Americans, a tradition 
strong on family, a tradition strong on 
patriotism, a tradition strong on the dig- 
nity of work and the importance of educa- 
tion and religion and the power of love. 


Our Nation’s character is drawn from 
the diversity of our people, joined to- 
gether in our separate identities in the 
greatest miracle of government ever 
known, in this magnificent amalgam 
called America. 

Just as an Italian was the first to dis- 
cover the new world, an Italian was the 
first to give it its name. And while this 
day is meant to honor Columbus, it’s also 
meant to honor all the generations of Ital- 
ians who have followed him to this great 
land, and to show our gratitude for all 
that you and they have done. As President 
of our great country, on behalf of more 
than 220 million Americans, I want to 
tell you how proud we are of Italian 
Americans, what you’ve meant to our 
Nation. 

Happy Columbus Day, a greater future 
for us all. 

Thank you very much. 

And now I would like to sign a proc- 
lamation, in accordance with the law 
passed by the United States Congress. 
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[At this point, the President read the text of 
and signed the proclamation.] 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. on 
the steps of the New York Public Library. 
Following the ceremony, the President joined 
other officials in leading the Columbus Day 
parade up Fifth Avenue. 

As enacted, H.J. Res. 568 is Public Law 
96-443, approved October 13. 


Italian-American Heritage 
Week, 1980 
Proclamation 4800. October 13, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Columbus Day is a symbol of the debt 
our Nation owes to Italian-Americans. 

During the past four hundred years, 
millions of Italians have become Italian- 
Americans. Many of them arrived in this 
country without money or property or 
friends. They had only the hope of op- 
portunity and the strength of their char- 
acter. They took advantage of opportu- 
nities which America offered and the re- 
sult has been an extraordinary contribu- 
tion to every facet of American life. 

In recognition of the many contribu- 
tions of Italian-Americans to our country, 
the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
568, has requested the President to desig- 
nate the week of October 12 through 
October 19, 1980, as Italian-American 
Heritage Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate the week of Octo- 
ber 12 through October 19, 1980, as 
Italian-American Heritage Week. I call 
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upon the people of the United States, 
State and local agencies, and interested 
organizations to observe that week with 
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs. 

In Witness WuHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this thirteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and eighty, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and fifth. 

Jimmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:18 a.m., October 14, 1980] 


West Frankfort, Illinois 


Remarks to Miners and Employees of Old 
Ben Coal Mine No. 25. October 13, 1980 


President Evans, Congressman Paul 
Simon, President Sam Church, also distin- 
guished members of mine who are friends 
who’ve helped me understand better the 
opportunities and the challenges of the 
coal industry: 

I’m particularly glad to have with us 
today Congressman Ken Gray, who, work- 
ing with the UMW, is trying to establish 
the National Coal Mining Museum. 

I just came through West Frankfort, 
stopped to shake hands with several hun- 
dred people along the streets, and remem- 
bered the Christmas of 1951, when the 
whole world was shocked to hear about 
the death of 120 brave coal miners. That 
is a tragedy which, I believe, is the worst 
of any mining disaster in the United 
States. And it reminds me, as President of 
our great country, of the great contribu- 
tion that you make in providing not only 
for your needs and your families’ needs 
but also the responsibilities of the oper- 
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ators and the Government to make sure 
that your working conditions are safe and 
healthy. 

My voice today will go not just to this 
group but, through television, radio, and 
through the news media, throughout our 
country and throughout the world, and I 
particularly want the world to know what 
I have seen here this afternoon in the brief 
time that I’ve had a chance to visit with 
you. 

The last time there was a crisis in the 
Persian Gulf, during the Iranian revolu- 
tion, the world oil supplies were cut by 
about 4 million barrels per day. We had 
long gas lines and fears of worse, as you 
know. Today, as the war between Iran and 
Iraq continues, again oil supplies through- 
out the world have been cut roughly 4 
million barrels per day, about the same. 
But this time our country has been ready. 
We are ahead of that crisis. And you’ve 
not seen any lines, and you’ve not seen the 
world brought to its knees by a temporary 
shortage of oil. 

For the first time in a century, in history, 
America now has a national energy policy. 
It’s working, and we’re improving our 
energy security every day. We are showing 
that this country can produce more and 
discover more and conserve more energy 
and that we can use American resources, 
American knowledge, and American jobs 
to do it. Nothing illustrates this better 
than your industry—coal. America indeed 
is the Saudi Arabia of coal, and my goal 
as President of the United States is to see 
on the world energy markets Arab oil re- 
placed with Illinois coal. 

When I was Governor of Georgia a 
number of years ago, we made a basic 
decision, then and before, that our elec- 
tric power would stick with coal as a 
major energy resource and not shift to 
oil and to natural gas. As you know, these 
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two mines connected here where we’re 
standing were originated in their concept 
basically because of orders from Georgia 
Power Company. So, I have a special 
deal with you—right?—as a Georgian, 
good customer, and also as President. 

I’m proud that we’ve been able in my 
administration, with the help of people 
like Paul Simon, to do more for the 
coal industry than any other in the his- 
tory of our country. 

Domestic coal production will hit a 
record high this year. We will produce 
more coal in 1980 than has ever before 
been produced in the United States of 
America, exceeding 800 million tons for 
the first time. Before this year, you might 
be interested in knowing, we had never 
before been able to produce 17 million 
tons of American coal in any one week. 
This year we’ve had 15 weeks in which 
we've gone over 17 million tons per week. 
This is the first year in our history in 
which more than 50 percent of all our 
Nation’s electricity has been produced 
from coal. Our exports of coal have hit 
an alltime high. 

And we’re just now ready to take a 
giant step, which we’ve not yet taken, 
that will be another tremendous boost 
for the coal industry, and that is our 
Synthetic Fuels Corporation. It will 
create a massive program for producing 
liquid and gaseous fuels from coal. We 
will provide, out of the windfall profits 
tax on the excess profits of oil companies, 
$88 billion in the next 10 years. About 
75 percent of that will go as loans, loan 
guarantees, price and market guarantees 
to the private sector to build synethetic 
fuel plants using coal to get oil and gas 
from your coal, which will stimulate the 
demand for as much as 300 million tons 
of coal by the end of this century and 
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150 to 200 million tons of coal during the 
1980's. 


Over the past several weeks, we’ve 
signed historic agreements to finance and 
to guarantee the construction of synthetic 
facilities, including the SRC-1 in Ken- 
tucky, the SRC-2 in West Virginia, and 
the Great Plains Gasification plant in 
North Dakota. This year alone, getting 
ready to do much more in the future, 
we'll have over $1 billion spent on re- 
search and development on better ways 
to use coal. These demonstration plants, 
soon to be joined, as you well know, by 
others, will be among the largest and 
the best advanced facilities of their type 
in the entire world and will increase de- 
mand for coal by several million tons an- 
nually in just a few short years. 

We're also mining and using coal more 
safely. We're finding solutions to environ- 
mental problems. We cannot afford to 
waste our natural resources. The Ameri- 
can people have to accept coal as both 
a clean fuel and a safe fuel if we are ever 
to achieve our goals for energy security 
and for vastly greater coal use. 

I’d like to give you a warning while I 
stand here, one very important. Do not 
let anyone convince you that the best way 
to produce and use more American coal 
is to eliminate air quality standards and 
water quality standards. That’s the best 
way to turn the American people and the 
rest of the world against the use of coal. 

What Sam and I have done together, as 
your president in both cases, is to try to 
make sure that all these projected in- 
creases in the use of coal are built on a 
quality environment, because if the Amer- 
ican people ever are believing that the 
use of coal will destroy the quality of air 
and water, then they will turn against the 
use of coal. This is not necessary to do 
that, because we can have pure air, we 
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can have clean water, and meet all these 
goals that I’ve just described to you for 
the rapid increase in the use of coal. With 
improved railroads, improved highways, 
improved loading facilities at our ports on 
the east and west coast and the Gulf area, 
there’s no doubt in my mind that we can 
triple the production of American coal in 
the next 15 years. 


I know that you’re concerned some- 
times because you hear false and mislead- 
ing statements about the economic im- 
pact of the Clean Air Act. So, I have di- 
rected Doug Costle, who heads up EPA, 
to include a careful analysis of job impact 
with each proposal for any amendments 
that might come up when that Clean Air 
Act is renegotiated and repassed by the 
Congress next year. I will not propose any 
amendment to the Clean Air Act without 
full consideration of its effect on Ameri- 
can jobs. 


The Department of Interior has shown 
that the coal leasing program can pro- 
ceed without compromising valuable pub- 


lic lands. The Office of Surface Mining 
has shown that sound management and 
reclamation practices can coexist with rec- 
ord production levels. The important 
goals of a growing and productive econ- 
omy with jobs for all Americans and a 
healthy environment for all Americans 
can be served by careful study, full under- 
standing of the complexities, and close 
consultation. Those who would dismiss 
lightly or deny the validity of either con- 
cern are simply wrong. 

I might add here that since I’ve been 
in office, the last 2 years, with the help of 
Sam Church and the producers of coal, 
we've got a new era of harmony and un- 
derstanding and consultation and cooper- 
ation between the operators and the coal 
miners. In the past about the only time 
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when there was any conversation between 
the miners and the owners was when a 
contract was being renegotiated. Now 
there’s a new spirit of protecting your in- 
terests on health, safety, working condi- 
tions, and waste levels, but at the same 
time a recognition that a steady supply of 
coal, dependable supply of coal is the way 
we build up customers in this country and 
overseas. 

Just as we can no longer afford to waste 
energy, we can no longer afford to add 
untreated wastes to the environment. 
Just as we must conserve energy for our- 
selves and for our children and grand- 
children, so we must conserve the environ- 
ment. And we can do both, we will do 
both, at the same time. 

A balance has also been struck, as I’ve 
said earlier, between coal management 
and labor. I believe that with my own 
commission, which I established to give 
me advice on what to do about coal, 
working with the Members of Congress 
from coal mining areas, with representa- 
tives of the UMW, and also with repre- 
sentatives of those who own and operate 
coal mines, we’ve reached a new level of 
cooperation unparalleled in recent history. 

I believe that you recognize that coal 
production is not only good for you and 
your families, with a sustained income and 
a healthy life, but also to the economic 
and the national security of the United 
States. I’ve been working to increase coal 
production for 4 years, and I do not intend 
to quit until it’s at a maximum, until your 
mines are all producing and America’s 
miners are all working. And I’d appreciate 
it if you’d help me keep my job for 4 more 
years, too. 


Thank you very much. God bless you 
all. 

I might add one other thing that I 
forgot to say because it wasn’t on my 
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notes, and that is that later on this month 
we will have a conference at the White 
House, between the people that run the 
railroads, the people that operate the coal 
loading facilities in our port cities like 
Norfolk and Philadelphia and Baltimore 
and others, plus foreign buyers from 
France and Belgium, from Japan, plus 
UMW officials, of course, including Sam 
Church, and owners of the coal mines, to 
make sure that we plan for the long-range 
contracts for the delivery of American coal 
overseas. We are expanding that export 
opportunity as rapidly as possible, and | 
believe this bodes well for you and for the 
best interests of our country. 


Thank you again for letting me add 
that postscript. God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:36 p.m. out- 
side the mine company’s headquarters. Prior 
to his remarks, he was given a tour of Old Ben 


Coal Mine #25. 


Marion, Illinois 


Remarks to Carter/Mondale Supporters. 
October 13, 1980 


THE PreswwENT. Congressman Simon, 
Congressman Evans, others leaders of one 
of the finest political parties in the world: 

I want to ask you one question before 
we start. How many of you believe that 
in 3 weeks and 1 day we’re going to whip 
the Republicans from top to—{cheers]. 

I may be mistaken, but I don’t think I 
am. Throughout this country in the last 
few days, I’ve seen a renewed interest in 
the political campaign for President, the 
reelection of Democratic Congressmen 
and State officials throughout this country. 
It’s extremely important what happens on 
November the 4th. I'll do all I can. Fritz 
Mondale, Rosalynn, my Cabinet, the 
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Democratic candidates for Congress, for 
United States Senate, Governor, will do 
all we can. But as you know, the results 
of the election has always depended on 
people like you. 

How many of you were delegates for 
me? Would you raise your hand? Id just 
like to thank you personally. Stand up, 
if you don’t mind. Thank you. Now, that’s 
a good looking bunch of folks, don’t you 
think? [Laughter] 

I want to say just a couple of things, 
then Id like to spend as much time as I 
can shaking hands, because I want to 
thank you personally. 

I’ve just come from one of the newest 
and finest and most productive coal mines 
in this Nation and in the world. I dis- 
covered when I began to study about what 
I would see that both the new mines that 
I’ve just visited were designed primarily 
to provide coal for the Georgia Power 
Company. So, I feel a close relationship 
already to the folks of this area. [Laugh- 
ter] And I’ve already made a speech out 
at the coal mine to the workers, who’ve 
come up from the bottom, from the shaft, 
to talk to me and to meet with me. 

But in this brief time together, I’d like 
to point out to you that not only does 
Illinois have the greatest reserve of coal 
of any State in this Nation but you also, 
as you know, are number one in the pro- 
duction of corn, number one in the pro- 
duction of soybeans, number two in the 
production of swine, number one in agri- 
cultural exports. My background is a 
farmer. All of my people have lived in this 
country for the last two or three hundred 
years, my family, have been farmers. And 
when I fly over your beautiful land and 
see what’s happening here in Illinois, ’m 
doubly proud of what you have to con- 
tribute to the well-being of your own fam- 
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ilies in this country but also to the security 
of our Nation. 

A lot of people are concerned because 
the OPEC oil companies, the Arab oil 
nations have 6 percent of the world’s 
energy reserves. This country alone has 
24 percent, and ours are in a breadth of 
different kinds of energy resources. But 
the most valuable resource we have of all 
is the land that God gave us. 

We’ve got a good sound agricultural 
program. And during my own administra- 
tion, so far, we’ve had the highest gross 
income for farmers; the highest net in- 
come for farmers; the highest level of ex- 
ports in 1977, set world records; 1978, 
we set new records; 1979, we set addi- 
tional new world records; and this year 
we'll export $8 billion more American 
agricultural products than we did even 
last year. 

We interrupted some of the sales of 
grain to the Soviet Union, but we made 
sure that we didn’t do what the Republi- 
cans did when they imposed agricultural 
embargoes to force down the prices. We 
imposed grain sale restrictions to protect 
the security of our Nation and the peace 
of the world. In the process, we com- 
mitted ourselves not only to find alterna- 
tive customers for American grain but 
to hold up the prices. And if you compare 
agricultural prices now with what they 
were in the early part of January, you'll 
see that we’ve done very well—some- 
times a little slow getting started, I admit 
that. 

But in the process, we have now opened 
up tremendous new permanent buyers for 
American grain and American agricul- 
tural products. This year we will sell to 
Mexico 10 million tons of American grain. 
Exports to Mexico in total this year will 
be three times as great as they were just 
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4 years ago. And we're now negotiating 
what we hope will be an eight- or a nine- 
million-ton-per-year grain sale to the 
People’s Republic of China. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for us, to have 
permanent customers, high quality cus- 
tomers for American grain. 

I’m very proud of what we have done, 
but I’m especially proud of the people 
of Illinois. It means a lot to me to have 
your support on November the 4th. And 
if we work together, we Democrats, we'll 
take the treasures that God’s given this 
Nation, we'll stay good stewards of it, we 
won’t waste the quality of our land, we 
won’t waste the natural resources with 
which God’s blessed us. We'll have a 
better life for ourselves. We'll rebuild the 
industrial complex of America to keep 
American workers the most productive on 
Earth, which they are now, with new 
tools, new factories, based upon a new 
energy policy, a new agricultural policy 
that'll be stable, predictable, and also 
profitable for us all. 

As we have a better life for ourselves, 
taking advantage of the blessings we’ve 
been given, we'll also prepare for a na- 
tion with greater security, because we’ve 
been living now at the end of a 12,000- 
mile pipeline half-way around the world 
to one of the most troubled areas on 
Earth. With the new energy policy, we 
have already cut back oil imports from 
overseas by over 20 percent just compared 
to this time last year—over 11% million 
barrels of oil a day less that we buy from 
overseas. That’s something you’ve done; 
that’s something you’ve done. 

And I want to see Saudi Arabian oil re- 
placed as a treasure—it already has been, 
people don’t know it—with American soil, 
and I want to make sure that in the 
future, as a source for energy for the rest 
of the world, that we replace OPEC oil 
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with Illinois coal. That’s my goal. We'll 
do it together. 

Thank you very much. 

Are you all going to help me? 

AuptEnce. Yes! 

Tue Presipent. Right on. 

Well, let me say one other thing in clos- 
ing, and I want to go down and shake 
hands. 

AupIENCE [chanting]. Four more years! 

Tue Preswent. I don’t need to say it. 
You say it. 

Thank you very much. God bless you. 

AuDIENCE [chanting]. Four more years! 

Tue Present. You do your share; Il 
do mine. We'll have a great victory on 
November the 4th. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in 
the Ban Dor Motor Inn ballroom. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Townhall Meeting. 
October 13, 1980 


Tue PreswwENnt. Senator Tom Eagleton, 
Governor Teasdale, Congressman Bob 
Young, Congressman Harold Volkmer, 
Chancellor Arhold Grobman, Mayor 
James Conway, ladies and gentlemen: 

It’s a great pleasure to be with you 
in this beautiful city, so dynamic and so 
friendly. I’m always glad to come and 
feel and experience the hospitality of the 
St. Louis area, but I particularly wanted 
to visit the home of that outstanding 
soccer team, the Rivermen, and also, of 
course, the Riverwomen, who do such a 
good job in this modern day of full equal- 
ity. So, here I am, and I’ve come here to 
talk with you about our choices in one 


Oct. 13 


of the most crucial elections in recent 
times. 


CAMPAIGN IssuEs 


Three weeks from tomorrow the 
American people will choose not just be- 
tween two Presidential candidates, not 
just between two major political parties, 
but between two futures, two very dif- 
ferent and significant futures that will 
affect the life of everyone in this audi- 
ence and those you love and throughout 
this country. 

I feel confident that the American peo- 
ple will make the right choice. I know 
that they, like the people of Missouri, are 
builders. The same spirit that built the 
strong industries and communities of this 
area is building a new future now for 
America. We are already building a new 
energy base for this country. We’ve con- 
served energy dramatically. Every day 
this year, in 1980, we are importing 2 
million barrels of oil less from foreign 
countries than we did the first year I was 
in office. Thanks to you, because you’ve 
seen the challenge and, as has been the 
character of America through thick and 
thin, through difficult times, through 
challenges, through troubled times, you’ve 
never failed to respond; we’ve also not 
only conserved energy, but coast to coast 
we're developing new energy resources as 
never before in our history. This year, 
in the United States, we'll drill more oil 
and gas wells than any year in history, 
and this year in the United States we'll 
produce more coal, American coal, than 
any year in history. 

What we’ve done on energy under the 
most difficult possible circumstances where 
OPEC oil prices more than doubled in one 
year, 1979, is now giving us a base on 
which we can build a new industrial pro- 
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gram for the entire country. This program 
which I’ve already unleashed and which 
will be put into effect next year, will create 
a million additional new jobs in the next 
2 years in growing and competitive 
industries. 

The American worker is still the most 
productive on Earth, producing more 
goods and services in a year than workers 
in any country on Earth. But a lot of 
our industries have become old. They need 
remodeling. We need to stay on the fore- 
front, on the cutting edge of progress. 
And you can’t ask workers to continue to 
be the most productive on Earth unless 
they’ve got new tools and new factories 
with which to do it. 


In recent weeks, as President, I’ve had 
a chance to go around this country and 
visit sites to see what revitalization is al- 
ready going on. I visited workers in a 
modern textile mill in South Carolina, and 
almost unbelievably in the last 2 years, 
America has increased textile exports by 
over $2 billion. And we, at the same time, 
have cut down imports, because now we 
can be competitive, even with well-paid 
workers, in that very important element 
of American life. 

I’ve been to a new steelmill in Perth 
Amboy, New Jersey, the most modern 
steelmill in the world. There the workers 
produce more steel per year than in any 
steelmill on Earth. Half of their total 
production, made from scrap metal that 
used to go overseas, is being sold to the 
People’s Republic of China. The workers 
in that factory can now produce steel and 
ship it halfway around the world and sell 
it cheaper to the people of China than the 
same steel can be produced in Japan and 
shipped a few hundred miles. 


And I’ve seen a major grain elevator 
on the west coast of our country—grow- 
ing by leaps and bounds in exports to the 
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Far East, because now we've got a bil- 
lion new friends that we never had before 
in the People’s Republic of China. And 
at the same time we’ve kept our friend- 
ship and our trade with the people on 
Taiwan. 

It’s extremely important for an Ameri- 
can farmer to be productive, to have stor- 
age on his farm or her farm so that you 
can market grain and other products when 
prices are good, so prices don’t fluctuate 
wildly and rob the housewife, the home- 
owners each time the markets change. 

We now have set records since I’ve been 
in office: the highest gross income in his- 
tory for American farmers, the highest net 
income in history for American farmers. 
In 1977 we set a world’s record on agri- 
cultural exports. In 1978 we broke that 
record. In 1979 we broke it again. In 1980 
we increased American exports of farm 
products $8 billion, and this year $40 bil- 
lion worth of American farm products are 
going overseas and bringing those good 
dollars back home where they belong. 
That’s what we’re doing. 

And just a few hours ago I was in the 
southern part of Illinois, near Marion, 
in a mine 600 feet deep, one of the most 
modern coal mines on Earth. This year, as 
I said, we’re producing more coal than 
we've ever produced before, and we can 
export as much coal as we can mine, ship 
to seaports, and load on ships. My goal 
is in the near future as a major energy 
source on Earth to replace OPEC oil with 
American coal. That’s what we can do. 

And finally, let me point out to you that 
I’ve also been in some excellent automo- 
bile assembly plants in Michigan, where 
the most modern, most durable, most safe, 
and fuel-efficient cars on Earth are now 
being built. American cars can match any 
built anywhere, and I just ask you, as 
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Americans, the next time you get ready 
to change cars and buy a new model, give 
those new American cars and those new 
American automobile workers a chance. 
The future of this country is extremely 
bright, but the brightest part of all is that 
ours is a nation not only of economic but 
military strength. We’re a nation whose 
military strength is second to none, and 
that means that it’s possible for us to stay 
at peace. I thank God that for the last 3 
years this Nation has stayed at peace, and 
I pray God that when I finally go out of 
the Oval Office, we'll still be at peace. 
And now Id like to spend the next 51 
minutes answering your questions about 
anything on your mind. I'll do the best I 
can. Don’t know all the answers, but I'll 
try. 
I think the first one’s over here. 


QUESTIONS 


THE NATION’S STRENGTHS 


Q. ’m Thelma Jean Coutt, and I live 
in University City, Missouri. Mr. Presi- 
dent, why are you telling us you can cure 
the Nation’s woes in the next 4 years when 
it has gone down so far in the first 4 years 
of your administration? 

Tue President. I don’t claim to have 
all the magic answers, and I don’t think 
there are any simple or easy answers to 
the complex economic problems that we 
face. What we have to remember is that 
this country has been blessed by God with 
tremendous human and natural resources. 
All the OPEC Arab countries put to- 
gether, for instance, have 6 percent of the 
world’s energy reserves—6 percent. We've 
got 24 percent. We’ve just now put into 
effect a new energy policy, and we’ve 
made tremendous progress in cutting 
down the vulnerability that I inherited 
when I went in the Oval Office. 
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You probably remember, Thelma Jean, 
a couple of years ago or more when we 
lost, the whole world lost, about 4 million 
barrels of oil per day with the Iranian 
revolution. You remember there were gas 
lines and a lot of despair and skyrocketing 
prices. Recently the Iran-Iraq war erupted 
and we again lost about 4 million barrels 
of oil per day. No gas lines. No despair. 
Stable prices. The reason is that our Na- 
tion was prepared. When I came into of- 
fice we had a very despairing outlook on 
farm income, agriculture, exports—in the 
pits. We did have very low net and gross 
income. I’ve already given you the statis- 
tics. I won’t repeat it. But we’ve made 
good progress now. 

In addition, we were very high in un- 
employment. In the last 3/2 years we have 
added a net increase of 8% million new 
jobs in America, never before done in any 
President’s term, in war or peace. We’ve 
got a long way to go. 

I could stand here and give you all the 
statistics about great things that have 
been done, but let me point this out: We 
face very serious challenges. The point is 
that we have now taken steps, sometimes 
with tremendous political difficulty, to 
put into effect a new energy policy and to 
prepare America for the future by saving 
energy in this country and producing more 
American energy. I think in the future 
it’s going to be a lot better. 

But I don’t want to mislead you. Amer- 
ica has got to be ready to face unforeseen 
challenges, tests of our strength, trade 
competition, and we have got to be pre- 
pared to sacrifice on occasion. 

We’ve never had it easy in this country; 
we've never asked for the easy way out. 
But one final thing I'd like to say is this: 
We've got it better now than many people 
realize. 





Oct. 13 


I’m old enough to have gone through 
the Second World War, the Great Depres- 
sion. I grew up then. I’ve seen the divi- 
siveness of the Vietnam war and the em- 
barrassment of Watergate and some here 
might be old enough to have gone 
through the First World War. Our coun- 
try has faced those challenges, much more 
serious than anything we face now, suc- 
cessfully. We have never failed in this 
country, no matter how complicated the 
question, to find the right answer. 

We have never failed, no matter how 
difficult the problem, to find a solution. 
We have never failed, no matter how 
high the obstacle, to find a way over it, if 
this country was united and confident. 
And that’s why I believe that with the 
full support of the American people, a 
united nation, blessed by God with great 
resources, we'll find a better future even 
than we have. We've got a darn good pres- 
ent in this country. 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Lawrence 
Connor from St. Louis City. I read re- 
cently where one Department, Health and 
Human Services, has more people in it 
than the United States military, and its 
budget exceeds that of many foreign 
countries, and this bothers me very much. 
Could you please tell me what specific 
actions, if any, you would take during the 
next administration to reduce the grow- 
ing influence of the Federal bureaucracy 
and to help get some government off our 
backs? 

THE Presivent. I’ll try to answer that. 
You’re right. Health and Human Services 
has the third largest budget in the world, 
second only to the U.S. Government and 
to the Soviet Union. The reason for that 
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is, primarily, the enormous amount of 
money handled by social security, where 
people pay in social security taxes all their 
lives and when they are at the retirement 
age, HHS, or Health and Human Serv- 
ices Department, handles that money in 
a very efficient and humane and proper 
way and channels it back to people that 
have paid it in for security when they 
retire. 

I believe this Department now is as 
efficient as its ever been. We had a very 
confused Department up until about a 
year or so ago with health and welfare 
and education in the same Department. 
We've taken education out now, and the 
reason we’ve done that is so that educa- 
tion can stand on its own so that local 
people, State officials, school board mem- 
bers, parents, when they have a problem 
with the schools that might wind up in 
the courts will now know one Cabinet of- 
ficer to go to to get an answer to a question 
or try to resolve a problem before the Fed- 
eral courts stick their nose in local peo- 
ples’ business. 

In the entire Federal Government, out- 
side of the military, we’ve had substantial] 
growth in the population of our country 
and in people served, with cancer re- 
search, better health services, immuniza- 
tion programs for little children, and the 
social security, SSI, Meals on Wheels for 
the elderly, that sort of program. We have 
44,000 fewer Federal employees on a full- 
time basis now than we had the day I 
came in office, in spite of the increase in 
services provided because of a growing 
population and growing demands and so 
forth. I think this trend can continue. 
I’m determined to make sure we get the 
Government’s nose out of peoples’ affairs 
and also hold down the bureaucracy and 
give better efficiency, that is, better 
services. 
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One other point I’d like to make, not 
relating to HHS specifically: My philos- 
ophy is probably the same as yours. I think 
the less government you have involved in 
peoples’ lives in the free enterprise system 
the better off we are. We’ve tried to do 
some unprecedented things and had 
good success. We have deregulated—first 
time—the airline industry. We have de- 
regulated for the first time the railroad 
industry. We have deregulated for the first 
time the trucking industry. We have de- 
regulated for the first time financial insti- 
tutions, banks, and so forth, and we are 
now working on a deregulation of the 
communications industry. We have also 
deregulated over a phased period of time 
the energy industry to make sure that we 
have more American energy produced to 
cut down our dependence on foreign oil. 


So, we are withdrawing the Govern- 
ment from involvement in the free enter- 
prise system and also the private lives of 
American citizens, let the free enterprise 
system work the way it ought to be with 
maximum competition, maximum serv- 
ices, and a minimum of inflation and in- 
trusion into the private lives of Americans. 
We're going to keep the rate of Federal 
employment going down steadily as we 
can, continue to increase the efficiency of 
government as we have this first 32 years. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Q. Mr. President, I would like to know, 
when you go in a store you find imported 
goods and you don’t find American-made 
goods. 

Tue PREsIweENT. And you want to know 
why? 

Q. Yes. 

Tue Present. What’s your name? 

Q. Erin O'Neill. 

THE PRESIDENT. 
name? 


What’s your first 


Q. Erin. 
Tue PRESIDENT. Erin? 


Q. Yes. 


The PresIpDENT. Beautiful name. 
Q. Thank you. 


THE PResIDENT. Erin, it’s very impor- 
tant for us not to build a wall around our 
country and isolate ourselves from the 
rest of the world, because we have to buy 
things from foreign countries and also 
produce things in this country with Amer- 
ican workers and have other people in 
foreign nations buy things from us. If we 
say to a foreign nation, we won’t buy any 
of your goods—we won’t buy any of your 
bauxite to make aluminum, we won’t buy 
any of your chromium to help make better 
steel, we won’t buy any of your raw mate- 
rials with which we can use to make our 
own products—then they would say in re- 
turn, we won’t buy any American goods, 
and we’ll put your workers out of work. 

It’s much better also for us to have 
friends in those foreign countries. Some 
of those countries are struggling just to 
stay alive, economically. They are poor 
countries. Quite often they only have one 
product that they can export—one raw 
material like the ones I just mentioned, 
chromium or molybdenum. Sometimes 
they have sugar, sometimes they might 
have coconuts, sometimes they might have 
coffee, and if we don’t buy anything from 
them, then their children go hungry, their 
parents can’t find jobs. The products that 
they grow on their farms can’t find a 
market. 

So, the best way you can have competi- 
tion and at the same time have low prices 
and at the same time have a broad range 
of goods to buy, it’s better for us to sell 
our products overseas and for those over- 
seas countries to sell products to us. 


Now, if you or your parents don’t want 
to buy foreign goods, you don’t have to. 
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You know, you can just say, “I don’t want 
to buy anything but goods that are made 
in America,” and that’s your privilege. 
And our country could get along and 
maybe the other countries could survive 
as well. That’s the good thing about a 
democracy. We’ve got such a broad range 
of products made in our Nation that you 
can buy American goods, if you want to— 
like automobiles. 

I just mentioned a while ago, it would 
suit me fine if Americans would decide 
now and in the future to buy more Amer- 
ican cars. But a year ago, foreign cars— 
like those made in Japan and Germany 
and Sweden and other places, because 
their gasoline has always been so high 
priced—were smaller, and they got more 
miles per gallon, and Americans were still 
manufacturing large cars that use a lot of 
gasoline, because our gas had always been 
so cheap. Now, however, American manu- 
facturers see that American buyers want 
the small and efficient cars, right? So, 
they’re making the kind of cars that Amer- 
icans want. 

So, international trade lets us sell our 
products and, at the same time, gives us 
competition. But if you don’t want to buy 
foreign goods, you don’t have to. 

This State of yours, Missouri, is a tre- 
mendous agricultural producing State. 
We sell $40 billion worth of American 
agricultural products overseas. If we 
didn’t buy some goods from overseas, the 
people wouldn’t buy our grain and a lot 
of Missouri farmers couldn’t produce corn 
and soybeans and rice and other things 
that they export, because nobody would 
buy them. 

So, it’s better to trade back and forth. 
Use your own judgment though about 
whether you want to buy foreign goods 
or American goods. If I had a choice, 
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I’d buy American goods, all things being 
equal. 
ENERGY 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. Wel- 
come to St. Louis. My name is Louise 
Whittenburg, and I’m from Florissant, 
Missouri. By the way, you’re not only in 
the home of good soccer country, you’re 
10 miles away from the school district 
of our National Teacher of the Year, 
Beverly Bimes. 


Could you please create what we in 
education call a behavioral objective, that 
is, one: State a specific economic problem 
that you wanted to address yourself to 
4 years ago. Two: List the steps you took 
to remediate that problem. And three: 
Tell what changes you have observed 
which you think indicate you have been 
successful. 

THE PREsIwENT. Okay. Louise, I think 
the most important one that I faced when 
I was elected President was energy. And 
since I’ve already covered it fairly well, 
I'll be extremely brief. 

We did not have any energy policy in 
this country. We had had an enormous 
increase in the amount of oil we imported 
from foreign countries before I became 
President. It had been growing by leaps 
and bounds each year. I decided that we 
would face that problem headon. 

So, I made a speech, a fireside chat to 
all the American people in April of 1977. 
That same night I made a speech to the 
Congress of the United States and spelled 
out an energy program for our country. 
It was not popular then. I pointed out in 
my radio-TV talk that my public opinion 
polls would go down 15 percent because 
of this issue. It went down a lot more 
than that, I might say. 

But the Congress began to address it, 
and as the Congress Members here know, 
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Tom Eagleton and the other Members of 
the House, it took us 3 solid years to over- 
come the tremendous influence of the oil 
companies on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
because prior to that time, the consumers 
had not had a voice in energy that could 
equal the tremendous influence of the 
American oil companies. But we’ve built 
up that interest and that commitment 
over a period of months until finally, by 
a thread—one vote in the House, one vote 
in the Senate—we built a program to con- 
serve energy and to produce more Ameri- 
can energy. 

We've finally this year passed the wind- 
fall profits tax on the oil companies, on the 
unearned income of the oil companies. 
That money can be used now to produce 
synthetic fuels, to insulate homes, to en- 
courage research and development, to 
produce solar power, to conserve energy, 
all these things can be done in the future 
plus improving our rapid-transit systems 
and helping the poor families, particularly 
elderly, to pay their higher fuel bills as the 
price of OPEC oil goes up. 

All that has now resulted in a tremen- 
dous reduction, for the first time, in how 
much oil we import, because when we im- 
ported oil we were importing inflation 
and also unemployment. It was a very 
difficult battle, perhaps the most com- 
plicated issue which the Congress has ever 
faced in the history of our country. 

Not only have we reduced imports, but 
we've done it by improving the produc- 
tion of American energy, and, as I said 
earlier, this year, strangely enough, will 
be the highest production of coal and also 
the highest number of oil and gas wells 
drilled. And in the next 15 years it will 
be completely conceivable to triple the 
amount of coal that we produce in this 
country. 
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I think Americans are living a better 
life by having their homes better insulated, 
by having automobiles more efficient, by 
having the factories produce more goods 
with less consumption of energy. So, that’s 
the kind of complicated goal that I set 
for myself and this Nation. It was actually 
ridiculed at first. You remember I said it 
was the moral equivalent of war, and 
there were a lot of cartoons drawn and 
fun made of the seriousness of it. That is 
the domestic side. 

One other sentence: We've also re- 
stored a major part of our Nation’s strate- 
gic security, because in the past when we 
were overly dependent on Persian Gulf 
oil, by squeezing down on the supply to 
us they could almost bring us to our knees 
economically. Now they can’t do it. Now 
we are much more secure, because we’ve 
taken these steps. That’s a typical example 
that you asked for. 


CUBAN IMMIGRANTS 


Q. My name is Sharon Daniels, and I’m 
from Si. Louis. Okay. Mr. President, since 
the Cubans entering the U.S. will un- 
doubtedly be minorities in our society, 
what will be your economic plan to keep 
these minorities from adding to the al- 
ready large number of people on welfare 
and in the unemployment lines? 

THE Preswwent. Did you say the Cuban 
refugees? 

Q. Yes. 

Tue Presipent. What’s your first 
name? 


Q. Sharon. 

Tue Present. Sharon? 

Q. Yes. 

Tue PreswenT. Thank you. Sharon, 
this has probably been my most serious 
human problem since I’ve been President. 
As you know, throughout the world now 
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literally millions and millions of people 
are trying to escape totalitarian govern- 
ments and find freedom. This is going on 
in Cambodia, where the Vietnamese have 
invaded. It’s going on in Afghanistan, 
where the Soviet Union has invaded. It’s 
going on in Ethiopia, where people are 
trying to seek a life of freedom, and in 
other countries around the world. Some 
people are escaping extreme poverty, like 
is the case in Haiti, and of course, in 
Cuba the Castro regime has imposed on 
its people a loss of freedom and also pov- 
erty at the same time. 

We've got laws on the books that the 
Congress has passed to deal with refugees 
in an orderly fashion. The presumption 
has been that a refugee, before they come 
to our country, would be screened some- 
where else to see if they were qualified to 
come to our Nation and brought in in a 
very orderly and predictable way. 

All of a sudden early this spring Fidel 
Castro opened up Mariel Harbor on the 
northern coast of Cuba and said that 
people that want to leave could leave. 
A lot of Cuban families who live in our 
Nation paid boats to go down and haul 
those people to our country. Along with 
their relatives Castro also sent some—not 
many, but some—criminals and some 
people who had mental problems. We 
were getting about 3,000 a day and trying 
to handle them as best we could. The 
people of Florida were angry. I had to put 
some of those refugees in camps in Ar- 
kansas, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin. Those 
people were angry. 

But at the same time I remembered— 
and you’re not going to like this, some of 
you—I remembered that they are human 
beings. They were trying to escape com- 
munism. They were looking for freedom, 
to live a life as they chose. They wanted 
to worship God and escape from a Com- 
munist, atheistic nation. 
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I also remembered that my parents 
came to this country looking for a better 
life, looking for the freedom to worship. 
And every time a wave of immigrants has 
come to our country—whether they are 
from southern Europe—lItalians, Greeks, 
and so forth—or whether they are Jews 
from the Soviet Union or whether they 
were people from Ireland, who came here 
during the potato famine—no matter 
when they came, the people that were 
already here had a tendency to say, 
“We've got it made now in this great 
country. Let’s don’t let any more of those 
immigrants come in.” 

Our country has been a nation of immi- 
grants, a nation of refugees. We have been 
strengthened by it, not weakened by it. 
And every time people have come here 
with a different color skin or a different 
kind of language or religious habits, there’s 
been a general tendency to say, well, 
they’re going to create a real problem. 
But every time our country has gotten 
stronger and better. 

Now we’ve got 125,000 Cubans that 
have come in here. There are none com- 
ing in now. We cut off the flow. I put 
Coast Guard boats and Navy boats down 
there, because I’m sworn on my oath to 
uphold the laws of the country and to let 
people come in here in accordance with 
the quota system after they’ve been 
screened. So, we stopped the flow. But 
the ones that are already here, we’re try- 
ing to deal with them as human beings 
that we care about. We are placing them 
in communities that want them and where 
jobs are available, where the unemploy- 
ment rate is relatively low. And we’re 
placing them with families, quite often 
who are their own relatives. 


We’ve already put into communities 
about 90 to 95 percent of them; we’ve 
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got a few left. All of them now are in Ar- 
kansas, and eventually by the end of this 
year, they’ll all be placed. That’s 125,000 
out of 230 million. They’re not going to 
hurt our country. But we’re giving them 
a new life, and I predict to you, that al- 
though this has not been an easy thing 
for me politically or for the people of Flor- 
ida to accommodate, now I am very proud 
that our country has once again proven 
that we’ve not lost the ideals and the 
human beliefs and the religious beliefs and 
the generosity that has made this country 
great. 

Our country’s not going to be hurt. It’s 
going to be helped. 

Q. Mr. President 


THE Present. I might add one point. 
I’m going to do everything I can to en- 
force the American immigration laws. But 
don’t be disturbed, because, as I said in 
closing when you were applauding, our 
country has not been hurt by this episode; 
I think it’s been helped. Not only here, 
but people around the world know that 


America has not changed. It still has every 
element of greatness. 


PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY AND 
HANDICAPPED 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Reverend 
Quinton Ross, and I live in Florissant, 
Missouri. My question is: There are many 
elderly and handicapped in our Nation, 
and I need to know, are there any pro- 
grams that will address the issue of the 
handicapped and elderly that have no one 
to look after them or have no other means 
of support than fixed incomes? 

Tue Presivent. All right. Yes, we have 
greatly improved the programs for the 
handicapped and the elderly. In the De- 
partment that I discussed earlier, Health 
and Human Services, both those respon- 
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sibilities rest there. For an elderly person 
who’s poor, of course social security or 
SSI, Meals on Wheels, health care is avail- 
able, and for the handicapped the same 
thing applies. 

If you have a particular family in mind 
that might need help and doesn’t know 
how to get help for themselves, if you’d— 
is that the case? 

Q. The case is something of that na- 
ture, but widespread. 

THe Presivent. Good. I would like for 
you either to see me or one of my staff 
members and give me the name of the 
family or either your name, and we’ll con- 
tact you privately to make sure that that 
family or that elderly person or that hand- 
icapped person gets the help they need 
and deserve. 

Q. Thank you. 


Tue PresivenrT. Will you get the name 
and address? Fine. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Q. I’m Jack Hughes from Bellefon- 
taine Neighbors, Missouri. First of all, 
Mr. President, I’d like to welcome you to 
the beautiful and friendly city of St. 
Louis. 

Tue Presivent. Right on. 


Q. Mr. President, many Americans are 
concerned about our military strength. 
I’m wondering if you have any plans to 
raise the salaries of our Armed Forces up 
to an adequate level in order to retain 
trained and skilled personnel for a strong 
defense? 

Tue Present. Fine. As Tom and 
Harold and Bob know, just a few weeks 
ago I signed the so-called Nunn-Warner 
act, which gave another raise to the peo- 
ple in the military to help pay for housing, 
transportation, higher reenlistment bo- 
nuses, and also an increase in salary. 
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One of the very serious problems that 
I inherited when I went into the White 
House was a constant decline in the allot- 
ment of funds for defense purposes all put 
together. My profession is a military offi- 
cer. I went to Annapolis. I was a subma- 
rine officer and resigned from the Navy 
after serving 11 years. The 8 years before 
I was inaugurated was a period of steady 
decline. Seven of those years we actually 
had a decrease compared to the previous 
year in Federal budgeted funds for de- 
fense. 

Since that time of my Inauguration, 
every year we've had a steady, predictable, 
substantial increase in commitments in 
our budget for defense, above and beyond 
inflation. We'll continue this for the next 
5 years. I’ve already allotted to the Con- 
gress my version of what ought to be done 
for the next 5 years. The Senate and the 
House have basically said this is a good 
plan. 

In addition to that we now have a 15- 
year plan worked out with our NATO 
Allies, so they have agreed to join with 
us in a steady, progressive buildup in mili- 
tary strength in the European theater, 
which is the most likely to see the out- 
break of some sort of combat with the 
Soviet Union or the Warsaw Pact in the 
future. I hope it won’t. 

We’ve also addressed specific programs. 
I won't go into detail about them, but just 
very quickly the nuclear deterrent: It was 
vulnerable. We now have in all three legs 
of our nuclear deterrent—air, the new 
air-launched cruise missiles are small, rela- 
tively inexpensive, penetrating missiles, 
high accuracy, that can go into the Soviet 
Union, no matter what they do with their 
civil aerial defense. Secondly, the Trident 
submarine. The program was almost dead. 
It was stalemated before I became Presi- 
dent. We now have completed sea trials 
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on the first Trident submarine with new 
missiles. The next one is ready to be 
launched shortly. So, the sea leg is also 
intact. And the MX missile, mobile in 
deployment, makes it relatively invulner- 
able to any sort of preemptive strike by 
an ICBM from the Soviet Union. So, in 
all three of those areas, plus the Rapid 
Deployment Force, naval force buildup in 
the Persian Gulf region, and so forth, 
we've made good progress. 

The last point I want to make is this: 
All I’ve told you comprises about 5 per- 
cent of our gross national product, a very 
reasonable expenditure for a nation which 
is determined never to be equaled by any 
other country in military strength.* I be- 
lieve that the reason we’ve kept our Na- 
tion at peace and been able to extend 
peace to Israel and to Egypt and other 
countries around the world is because of 
our military strength. 


I have no apology to make for the high 
budget levels on defense expenditures. I 
think it’s a good investment. It’s not 
wasted. The best weapon is one that’s 
never fired in combat, and the best soldier 
is one that never has to shed his blood on 
the field of battle. 


The last point is this, because we’re in a 
college community and I want to make 
this point clear: I strongly favored the 
registration for the draft. The young men 
of this country responded to an extra- 
ordinary degree, much better than we 
anticipated. We don’t anticipate any time 
in the future having to implement the 
draft, unless our Nation’s security is di- 
rectly threatened. But we’ll be prepared 
for that if we have to do it. 


Fifteen percent of all the young men 
who signed up for registration indicated 


*The President’s point is that we will not 
be outdone in military strength by any other 
country. [Printed in the transcript] 
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that they were interested in having more 
information about a career in the military 
forces. As a person who’s now become 
President and who had a military career, 
I found that it did not interfere at all in 
my political development or my economic 
status in life nor my ability to operate a 
farm or a successful small business. And 
I would hope that many of our young 
men and women would take advantage of 
a chance to get a good career, to serve 
our Nation, to contribute to peace, to con- 
tribute to the strength of American ideals. 
And in the process, we’ll continue to in- 
crease and improve the pay, the status, the 
esteem, the self-respect, the excitement, 
and the quality of service in the military 
forces. 

As Commander in Chief, that’s one of 
my major responsibilities, and I will not 
shirk it. 

RONALD REAGAN 


Q. Hello, hello. My name is Pam Hug- 
gins, and I live in St. Louis County. I 
think my questions have been adequately, 
satisfactorily addressed. So, instead, I ask 
you to speculate about which part of the 
world Mr. Reagan would prioritize for 
military action? 

THE PREsIDENT. Okay. I’ve got a very 
strict policy of being careful about what I 
say—{laughter|—and I’m going to bend 
over backwards to be accurate and fair. 
[Laughter] 

My belief is that every President would 
like to keep this Nation strong and at 
peace. Secondly, I don’t believe that our 
Nation is likely to be brought into a war 
just because of a change in administra- 
tion. However, there are some trends put 
forward by my opponent that concern 
me. 

Every President since Harry Truman, 
Republican and Democratic, have worked 
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to control nuclear weapons, have tried to 
have a balance between ourselves and the 
Soviet Union, equality, with a steady re- 
duction or control over one another, and 
a guaranteed means to assure that the 
agreement that we signed, either SALT 
agreements or the test ban agreements, 
were carried out. 


Governor Reagan has departed from 
that. He has advocated not a balance, but 
nuclear superiority. It sounds not too bad, 
but the Soviets would not accept our hav- 
ing nuclear superiority anymore than we 
would accept the Soviets saying, “We de- 
mand nuclear superiority, and then we'll 
negotiate with you on equal and balanced 
nuclear controls.” That is a very serious 
issue. 

Mr. Reagan has referred to the fact 
that an arms race might be advisable, and 
he has also said, as you know, that he was 
going to play a card of an arms race to 
force the Soviets to do this or that. A nu- 
clear war would be the worst thing. It 
would make energy and economics and 
education and caring for the elderly and 
trade insignificant as an issue. That is a 
very serious matter. 

In the past Governor Reagan has ad- 
vocated the use of American military 
forces in many instances when other Pres- 
idents, myself and Republican Presidents, 
have settled troubled times diplomatically. 
He’s advocated, for instance, using Amer- 
ican military forces in North Korea, 
Ecuador, Cuba, the Mideast, Cyprus, 
Pakistan, Angola, Rhodesia. Those are a 
few places 

Q. Right. Very good. 


THE PRESIDENT. that I know he 
has advocated the use of American mili- 
tary forces. 

I want to make it clear I’m not insinu- 
ating that he would do that as President, 
because there is a much more serious re- 
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sponsibility on a person once they are in 
the Oval Office. 

Let me add one other human thing, 
because we've got time. That job is a spe- 
cial job. Nobody can prepare for it ahead 
of time adequately. It’s a lonely job. It’s 
difficult, because the questions that come 
to my desk in the Oval Office are ones 
that cannot be solved in a person’s pri- 
vate life or in a family’s home or in a lo- 
cal city hall or a courthouse or in a State 
legislature or in a Governor’s office. If 
they can be solved then, I don’t ever hear 
about them. But the ones that come to me 
are the most difficult ones, and I share 
them with Tom Eagleton and other Mem- 
bers of the Congress, and we try to work 
out solutions, sometimes very close calls. 

I have good advisers. My Cabinet is as 
good as any Cabinet that ever served, and 
they give me good advice. But when that 
issue is so important and so difficult my 
experience is that the advice is often fifty- 
fifty. Half the people say yes; half the 
people say, “Mr. President, no.” I have 
to make a decision. That’s all right. 

A lot of crises come to my desk. We’ve 
had troubled times every day since I’ve 
been in office, domestically and interna- 
tionally. I deal with those crises. If I deal 
with them properly, you never hear about 
them, Pam. But if I make a mistake in 
dealing with a crisis, then it might affect 
your life and the life of everyone in this 
country or even the entire world. So, 
soundness of judgment and temperament 
and compatibility with the peaceful ideals 
of America is a very important element of 
any President, Democratic or Republican, 
and I think experience in the office means 
something as well. 

My belief is that any President who 
serves in that office, Democrats or Repub- 
licans, in the past or the future, will do 
the best they can. And it’s not a lonely 
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job, because the President has partnership 
with you, with people in this auditorium, 
and people like you all over the country, 
and the more we are open with our mis- 
takes, with the arguments pro and con, 
with the difficulties and with the oppor- 
tunities, the more we guarantee that we 
don’t make a serious mistake like Water- 
gate. That’s the kind of thing that a 
President has to do. 

So, I think we'll have a good adminis- 
tration in the future. I think we’ll have a 
better one if the people make the right 
decision November 4. 


VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Joe 
Beckerle, and I’m from the Cranolet area 
of the city of St. Louis. I would like to 
preface my question by saying that I’m a 
very ardent admirer of Fritz Mondale. 
Now, my question is: If you and Mondale 
are reelected to another 4-year term, will 
you give him more of an input and let him 
put more of an input into both foreign 
and domestic affairs? 

Tue Presiwent. Thank you, Joe. I 
share your admiration for Fritz Mondale. 

It would be almost impossible to give 
him more responsibility than he already 
has. Any observer of the White House 
operation will tell you that there has never 
been a closer relationship between a Presi- 
dent and a Vice President that exists today 
between me and Fritz Mondale. Since I’ve 
been in office, he has never been excluded 
from any private session that I have had— 
with a foreign leader, a domestic leader, 
or anyone else. He has responsibilities now 
for the military that no Vice President has 
ever before had. I trust him with every 
element of the responsibilities which I 
share. He has an office right down the hall 
from me. In the past, the Vice President 
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was across the street in a different build- 
ing. He and I share staff members. We 
consult with each other constantly. 

So, I don’t know that I could give Fritz 
any more responsibility than I presently 
give him, but if I think of any way— 
[laughter|—to put additional responsi- 
bility on his shoulders, I guarantee you 
I'll take your advice and let him have it, 
because he can handle it. 


FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICITS 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. My 
name is Jack Schreiber, and I’m from 
Normandy, Missouri. It’s also the home 
of this university. During your 1976 cam- 
paign, you pledged that if elected the Fed- 
eral budget would be balanced by 1980. 
Since that time, the level of Government 
spending has increased significantly to the 
point where we are now faced with the 
prospect of a budget deficit in 1980 of 
$60 billion. Estimates for 1981 already 
indicate a budget deficit in the excess of 
$30 billion. During this same period, 
we’ve experienced the highest level of in- 
flation in recent history, much of which 
has been attributed to the dramatic in- 
crease in the price of oil. 

My question: Have not Government 
deficits and the Federal Reserve Bank’s 
willingness to finance these deficits been a 
major cause for inflation, and if so, and if 
reelected, what hope can you give us that 
we will ever see a reduction in the growth 
of Government spending, a balanced 
budget, and some relief for the American 
taxpayer? Thank you. 

THe PresIpENT. It was my hope and 
my expectation that the present budget 
the Congress is dealing with for this cur- 
rent fiscal year would be balanced. In 
March of this year, I presented to the 
Congress a balanced budget. Unfortu- 
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nately, after then we went into a recession 
which we had not anticipated, brought 
about, fairly well on a worldwide basis, 
by the fact that oil prices increased more 
in a 12-month period than they had since 
oil was first discovered in the 1800's. 

That meant two things, Jack. One was 
that more people were unemployed or 
partially employed. Unemployment com- 
pensation payments went up. Welfare 
payments also went up. Trade Recovery 
Act payments—like in the automobile in- 
dustry, to retrain workers—also went up. 
And while those payments were going up 
to people who were unemployed tem- 
porarily, they obviously stopped paying 
income tax, and so the Federal revenues 
went down. That is where the budget be- 
came unbalanced. 

It was something that we did not an- 
ticipate. It was something that I wish had 
never happened. Nothing would please 
me more than to stand here before you 
and say, “We have finally balanced the 
Federal budget.” When I ran for Presi- 
dent in 1976, our budget deficit was about 
$60 billion, which at that time was about 
4 percent of the gross national product. 
Now the budget deficit is not as high as 
you say. We think it'll be about $40 bil- 
lion, which is less than 2 percent of the 
gross national product. If we continue to 
have good recovery and people continue 
to go back to work, then we have an ex- 
cellent chance to balance the budget. 

Those budget deficits are much lower, 
as a percentage of gross national product, 
than they are, for instance, in other major 
trading countries like Germany, very 
prosperous, or Japan or Great Britain. We 
are bringing those deficits down. But 
sometimes when you try to get them ex- 
actly balanced and you have an unex- 
pected downturn in the economy, then 
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there’s no way you can control a small 
deficit. 

I might add this: Since March we have 
seen the situation improve. July, as you 
know, showed a zero inflation rate—first 
time in 13 years. It was an aberration, and 
we will have a continued inflation rate, 
maybe 8, 9 percent for a while. We have 
proposed for next year an economic pro- 
gram that will be anti-inflationary in na- 
ture and will also provide at least 50 per- 
cent of tax reductions for investment in 
more modern tools and more modern fac- 
tories, which I believe will stimulate the 
economy, put more people back to work— 
about a million new jobs by the end of 
the following year—bring in more rev- 
enue, because people pay more income 
taxes, and modernize so that we can be 
more competitive and more productive. 

As you know, the thing that causes in- 
flation is the deficit plus the fact that 
people don’t save very much in our coun- 
try lately, plus the fact that American 
workers are not as productive as they 
should be. So, we’re trying to deal with 
those root causes of inflation. The most 
important one is the one you mentioned— 
the excessive dependence on imported oil. 
We're making excellent progress on that. 
I think the progress will continue. 

Finally, let me say I wish we could have 
the balanced budget immediately. That’s 
still my goal. I can’t guarantee you ex- 
actly when it’ll happen. But it’s at the top 
of my priority list in dealing with the Fed- 
eral budget to meet the needs of our 
Nation, first of all, adequately, to keep an 
efficient government, to deregulate the 
private industry, let it function in a com- 
petitive way, and continue as we have al- 
ready, very successfully, to drive that 
deficit steadily lower. 
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I wish I had a better report for you. I 
don’t want to mislead you. That’s as ac- 
curate a statement as I can make. 

I don’t think I have time for another 
one. They tell me my time’s up. I’m sorry. 
Let me make one other point, and I pretty 
well covered the issues on a broad basis 
here, all the way from energy to deficits 
to the people who are unemployed or the 
elderly or the afflicted. 

Finally, let me say this: I don’t claim 
that we’ve never made mistakes. We’ve 
learned in the process. I don’t claim that 
our country doesn’t have problems. We 
have some. Most of those problems are 
challenges that we can adequately meet. 
A President must bear the responsibility 
for successes or failures. The President 
serves today, but the decisions he makes 
affect our Nation in the future. That’s 
why this campaign that will take place in 
almost exactly 3 weeks is so important to 
you. The differences between myself and 
my opponent are sharp, stark differences. 
I’ve not tried to dwell on them tonight, 
as you know—the only time I have is 
when I got a specific question about de- 
fense. 

But my hope and my judgment is 
that the American people will consider 
the blessings that we have, the problems 
that we face, the fact of our greatness, 
the blessings God has given us, a chance 
to participate as you've done tonight, and 
give me the support that I need as Presi- 
dent, hopefully as the next President, to 
make the greatest nation on Earth even 
greater in the future. That’s my prayer. I 
hope you'll join me. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. in the 


gymnasium of the University of Missouri at 
St. Louis. 
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Privacy Protection Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 1790 Into Law. 
October 14, 1980 


I am pleased to sign the Privacy Pro- 
tection Act of 1980, a bill which provides 
vital safeguards for our free press. 

The Supreme Court’s 1978 decision in 
Zurcher v. Stamford Daily raised the con- 
cern that law enforcement authorities 
could conduct unannounced searches of 
reporters’ notes and files to seek evidence. 
Such a practice could have a chilling ef- 
fect on the ability of reporters to develop 
sources and pursue stories. Ever since the 
Court’s decision, my administration has 
been working with Congress to prevent 
this result by enacting legislation. 

This bill requires Federal, State, and 
local authorities either to request volun- 
tary compliance or to use subpoenas— 
with advance notice and the opportunity 
for a court hearing—instead of search 
warrants when they seek reporters’ mater- 
ials as evidence. The bill also covers 
others engaged in first amendment activi- 
ties such as authors and scholars. Searches 
are allowed only in very limited situations. 

The bill also directs the Attorney Gen- 
eral to issue guidelines for Federal law en- 
forcement officers to minimize intrusion 
when documentary evidence of a crime is 
sought from innocent third parties who 
are not members of the press. Those 
guidelines are already being written and 
the Attorney General expects to issue them 
in the near future. I am pleased that the 
Federal Government is taking the lead in 
providing these privacy protections. I urge 
the States to follow suit. 

This bill provides important civil liber- 
ties protections without hampering legiti- 
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mate law enforcement investigations. I 
congratulate Senators Birch Bayh, Ed- 
ward Kennedy, and Strom Thurmond, 
and Congressmen Robert Drinan, Robert 
Kastenmeier, Tom Railsback, and Peter 
Rodino, who played crucial roles in pass- 
ing this legislation. 

The Privacy Protection Act is an inte- 
gral part of my administration’s strong, 
ongoing commitment to a national pri- 
vacy policy. In this wide-ranging program, 
we have reversed the historic growth in 
collection of personal data by the Govern- 
ment. We have reduced the size of these 
Government files by more than 10 percent. 
Congress has nearly completed action on 
legislation I submitted last year to protect 
medical records. I expect that bill to pass 
in the November session, and I look for- 
ward to working with the next Congress 
to enact credit, banking, and insurance 
privacy legislation. Finally, I am pleased 
that the first international guidelines on 
transfer of personal data across borders 
have just been adopted by the member 
countries of the Organization for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Development, in- 
cluding the United States. 

I also wish to note the progress we are 
making on other aspects of civil liberties. 
The Justice Department is today an- 
nouncing final guidelines requiring Fed- 
eral lawyers to oppose closing trials and 
other legal proceedings except in very 
limited circumstances. The principle that 
justice should be done in public is a basic 
part of our legal tradition. 

This legislation and these other actions 
have helped preserve our country’s basic 
freedoms. 


NoTE: As enacted, S. 1790 is Public Law 
96-440, approved October 13. 
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The Nation’s Economy 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
at the National Press Club. 
October 14, 1980 


Tue Presipent. It was indeed a good 
omen when, back in 1974, I came here 
and made a speech and then later became 
President of the United States. I hope the 
same thing doesn’t happen to Jerry Fal- 
well. [Laughter] He has a place in the pul- 
pit is the reason—separation of church 
and state. [Laughter] 

I consider this to be a very important 
message, because 3 weeks from now the 
American people face a critical choice, a 
choice with historic consequences for 
America and indeed the entire world. 
I want the American people to focus hard 
on those consequences of the election be- 
tween now and election day. I want every 
voter to get answers to the important ques- 
tions about each candidate—three im- 
portant questions: How does he intend 
to build a stronger economy; how does he 
intend to ensure a more peaceful world; 
and how does he intend to create a more 
just society here at home? 

I’m taking up these questions in a series 
of nationwide radio broadcasts. I offered a 
broad answer to the first question on Sun- 
day. I described the kind of economic 
future our country must build, and this 
afternoon I want to give a more extensive 
report, a more thoughtful report perhaps, 
on the same subject. 

First, I want to describe what is hap- 
pening to our economy right now. 

As you know, we and other nations 
around the world have recently been 
shocked by OPEC oil prices, which more 
than doubled in just 12 months. This has 
been a very difficult and painful period 
of high inflation and unemployment, par- 
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ticularly painful to some Americans who 
have, in their own families, suffered most. 
Fortunately, our Nation has been able 
to withstand this blow. The economic out- 
look has now brightened. We see the 
beginnings of recovery. We see a reduc- 
tion in inflation, an increase in the num- 
ber of jobs, a decline in the unemploy- 
ment rate. I’m confident about our future, 
not simply because the immediate outlook 
is improving but because, at long last, our 
country is coming to grips with some of its 
chronic, underlying economic challenges. 
America’s great economic strength is 
founded on economic freedom. Every day 
millions of economic decisions are made in 
factories, in automobile showrooms, in 
banks, and in brokerage houses, on farms 
and around kitchen tables, where family 
budgets are prepared. These millions of 
choices are not made by official com- 
mand, but according to private needs and 
private, individual judgments. 
Nevertheless, the economic impact of 
government is profound. Government 
collects taxes ; it enacts laws; it issues regu- 
lations; it borrows and lends money. Gov- 
ernment policies can limit economic 
opportunities or expand them. If we 
choose the right policies for the future, we 
can encourage abundance, opportunity, 
and stable prices. If we choose the wrong 
policies for the future, we can accelerate 
inflation, jeopardize savings and jobs, and 
discourage investments in the future. No 
President and no Congress has never in- 
tentionally chosen to be wrong in shaping 
economic policies for our country, but 
there have been occasions when the effect 
of their policies was to worsen the already 
negative trends that existed in our eco- 
nomy. 
In the past 15 years we’ve had several 
major inflationary episodes. Each ended 
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in a recession. Each time we were left with 
a higher underying level of inflation than 
we had before. 

The first of these episodes occurred dur- 
ing the military buildup for the war in 
Vietnam. We needed to raise adequate 
revenues during that period when Govern- 
ment expenditures both for defense and 
for new social programs were rising. But 
this failure to do so left a persisting in- 
flationary hangover. Our underlying infla- 
tion rate rose from 1 percent in the first 
half of the 1960’s to over 4 percent at the 
beginning of the 1970’s. 

Several years later, in 1972, there was 
a worldwide grain shortage. Food prices 
went up sharply. Once again fiscal ex- 
cesses added to the inflationary pressures. 
In 1973 came the Arab oil embargo and 
a tremendous increase in OPEC petro- 
leum prices. Soon afterwards, our econ- 
omy suffered the worst recsssion in 40 
years. Once again the underlying inflation 
rate failed to drop. Once again it was 
ratcheted upward, now to 7 percent. 

Again, in 1979, the OPEC countries im- 
posed another huge increase in oil prices 
on the world economy. Again the under- 
lying inflation rate was ratcheted upwards, 
this time to about 9 percent. 

We’ve learned by hard experience the 
strength of the inflationary forces in our 
economy and how firmly we must resist 
the temptation to overstimulate the eco- 
nomy. That is why it is so important to 
resist the massive, across-the-board tax 
cuts of the Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal ; 
why we need targeted tax cuts that en- 
courage economic growth, but at the same 
time hold down inflation. Creating jobs 
and controlling inflation must go together. 
Right now, just as we are beginning to 
bring inflation down, is exactly the wrong 
time for election-year proposals that 
would drive prices up again. 
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We have therefore learned what has 
caused our current inflation: the failure 
to raise adequate revenues at a time of 
greatly increased public spending, like in 
the Vietnam war; natural events, such as 
grain shortages in the early 1970’s; over- 
stimulation of the economy, sometimes for 
political purposes ; the staggering increases 
in imported oil prices; and the long de- 
cline in our productivity growth in the 
United States. To overcome inflation, we 
need to attack its causes directly and at 
their roots. 


First, we need to pursue prudent over- 
all fiscal policies. We’ve made substantial 
progress in controlling the budget. The 
rate of real growth in Government spend- 
ing is half what it was when I took of- 
fice, and the budget deficit has been re- 
duced by more than half as a percentage 
of the gross national product. 

We can exercise real fiscal restraint and 
still maintain a compassionate and a pro- 
gressive society. We need to eliminate 
waste. We need to target Government pro- 
grams to areas and citizens who are most 
in need. We cannot assume that all boats 
rise with the tide. We need to attract and 
encourage private investment to join with 
government in achieving our various eco- 
nomic and social goals. 


This brings me to one of the central 
issues of the campaign: Do we want poli- 
cies that encourage growth without driv- 
ing up inflation, through needed invest- 
ments in new plant and new equipment, 
or do we want to place our emphasis on 
immediate consumption, through a quick, 
regressive, across-the-board tax cut? 

On August the 28th I proposed a major 
program to revitalize America’s industry. 
The major part of my proposed tax re- 
ductions will go to encourage investment 
and to create new jobs—an investment in 
our country’s economic future. 
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In contrast, this is what Governor 
Reagan has proposed: first, a large, 
across-the-board tax cut plus a liberali- 
zation of business depreciation allowance 
that by 1983 would cost some $110 bil- 
lion; second, a removal of the so-called 
work-test under the social security pro- 
gram, costing another 6 or 7 billion dol- 
lars annually; third, a sharp increase in 
Government subsidies for the merchant 
marine; fourth, a system of tuition tax 
credits for those attending private schools, 
which at even a modest level would add 3 
to 5 billion dollars to the budget; next, 
an increase in military spending beyond 
the substantial increases that we’ve al- 
ready planned, which would cost more 
than $20 billion extra a year; and also, a 
substantial repeal of the windfall profits 
tax that would give at least $10 billion in 
lost Federal revenues back to the oil com- 
panies in 1983. 

These, Governor Reagan’s tax and 
spending proposals, would add $130 bil- 
lion at least to the 1983 budget deficit. 
In recent weeks Governor Reagan has 
been saying that he can avoid the highly 
inflationary consequences of these tax and 
spending programs by cutting other parts 
of the budget sufficiently to prevent a 
deficit. By cutting this, by doing what he 
proposes, he’s promised to protect social 
security and other entitlement programs. 
But all the rest of the Federal Govern- 
ment—and listen to this—out of which 
the $130 billion in cuts would have to 
come, will amount to only $150 billion 
in 1983. He has not specified, of course, 
which programs would be cut. I call upon 
him to do so, for it’s clear that the only 
way he could balance the budget under 
his program is to eliminate almost all of 
the Federal Government except for de- 
fense and entitlement programs. 
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On the other hand, it may be that 
Governor Reagan thought he had the 
answer to this difficult budgetary problem 
early this year when he said, and I quote: 
“We could use the increased resources the 
Federal Government would get from this 
tax decrease to rebuild our defense capa- 
bilities.” I’d like to repeat that. “We could 
use the increased resources from the Fed- 
eral Government which it would get from 
this tax decrease to rebuild our defense 
capabilities.” 

As I said earlier, I’ll leave the assess- 
ment of the Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal 
to the good sense and judgment of the 
American people. 

I propose that we reject quick, infla- 
tionary tax cuts that pile up Federal defi- 
cits and erode the value of the money of 
our country. I propose instead that we 
rely on the same values and the same 
common sense that built our country in 
the first place. I propose that we encour- 
age capital investment in new plant and 
equipment, the investments we need to 
increase worker productivity. If living 
standards are to rise, productivity must 
grow. There’s no way around this. It’s an 
economic fact of life. 

During the 1950’s and 1960's, produc- 
tivity grew at an average of about 3 per- 
cent per year. During the 1970's, produc- 
tivity growth began to slow down, and to- 
day it is hardly growing at all. There are 
many theories for this decline in produc- 
tivity growth, but there is one sure pre- 
scription for it: providing American 
workers with a growing stock of modern 
plant and equipment. 

Our workers can continue to be the 
most productive in the world if given 
the proper tools. To do that, government 
must encourage investment. We must 
make sure that American research and 
development does not lag behind. We 
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must provide the kind of tax incentives 
that will help to modernize the Nation’s 
industries. 


I’ve listed two elements in the admin- 
istration’s economic program: fiscal pru- 
dence and encouraging productivity. A 
third, the most important of all, concerns 
energy. 

During the 1970’s, the price of oil rose 
by more than 10-fold. We will pay about 
$85 billion to import oil this year, 30 
times what we paid just 10 years ago. 
Only in the last 2 years have we really 
launched the right kind of energy pro- 
grams, with new legislation passed by 
Congress, to stimulate new production of 
oil, coal, and natural gas, to encourage 
conservation in homes and in businesses, 
to develop synthetic fuels from our coal 
and oil shale resources, to make nuclear 
energy production safer and more reliable, 
and to tap the power of the Sun. 

As a result of these and other energy 
measures, we’ve cut our foreign oil con- 
sumption by 2 million barrels per day, al- 
most 25 percent, since I took office. No 
other country can match that record. We 
have loosened but not yet broken the grip 
of foreign oil dependency. Those who 
ignore this challenge, those who discount 
conservation, those who believe we can 
leave the energy challenge to the oil com- 
panies alone have failed to grasp what my 
panies alone have failed to grasp what 
may well be the central challenge of our 
time. 

The fourth element of our economic 
policy is aimed at putting people back to 
work and creating jobs for the millions of 
men and women who will be entering the 
work force in the 1980’s. To accomplish 
our goal of full employment, we need to 
do several things. 


We need to insist, first of all, on fair 
rules of trade with other nations in every 
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product. Our program to help the Amer- 
ican steel industry will help to achieve 
this kind of fairness. We’re awaiting a de- 
cision from the International Trade Com- 
mission to determine if action should be 
taken with regard to Japanese auto- 
mobiles. We must not embark on the kind 
of trade war that wrecked the world econ- 
omy of the 1930's. 

The way to full employment does not 
lie in escalating an already persistent in- 
flation. It lies in the right kind of tax in- 
centives. It lies in measures that bring 
about investment in modern plant and 
equipment. It lies in controlling inflation, 
so that industry can plan for the future 
with confidence and so that interest rates 
can be brought down within the reach of 
homebuyers and consumers. It lies in stim- 
ulating competition, deregulating the air- 
lines, the railroads, the financial institu- 
tions, energy, the truck lines, and com- 
munication industries, just as we have 
done. 

Creating jobs is what my economic re- 
vitalization program is all about. I have 
proposed that in areas suffering high un- 
employment and a declining industrial 
base, an additional tax credit be allowed 
for qualifying investments; also, that de- 
preciation schedules be simplified and de- 
preciation rates accelerated ; and that in- 
vestment tax credits be made partially 
refundable, which will help new com- 
panies and those hit by cyclical downturns 
whose profits are not high enough to pay 
high rates of taxation. 

I’ve also recognized that economic 
change sometimes requires difficult adjust- 
ment. I have proposed tax incentives and 
the establishment of an industrial develop- 
ment authority to channel public and pri- 
vate resources to help industries and com- 
munities adjust to inevitable economic 
change. 
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All these proposals have one thing in 
common: They put people to work in 
real jcbs without triggering higher prices. 
Inflation is beginning to decline. We need 
to maintain that trend. To make further 
progress, we will consult with business, 
labor, and other groups about how to im- 
prove our voluntary wage and price poli- 
cies. We also need to work together to de- 
sign future tax reductions that help to 
moderate the wage and price spiral. 

Government can help to build an ex- 
citing and healthy economic future for 
our country, but if we are to succeed, it 
cannot be because of government alone 
or business alone or labor alone. It must 
be because government, business, labor, 
and the public work together. 

Our programs to meet the energy chal- 
lenge and to modernize American industry 
can set the stage for American economic 
renaissance. If we follow through with 
these steps, we can have a future of mod- 
ern plants, a future where American coal 
and shale and farm products fuel Ameri- 
can cars and trucks, a future where mod- 
ern railbeds and ports make American 
coal a powerful rival of OPEC oil, a fu- 
ture of full employment of American men 
and women, working to modernize Ameri- 
can industry and to create whole new 
American industries. 

I believe that if the American people 
understand the nature of their choice in 
this absolutely crucial campaign issue and 
the consequences of the choice they will 
make, they will choose the right course 
for the economic future of this country. 
Americans proved that by facing up to the 
reality of our energy problem and revers- 
ing several decades of increasing depend- 
ence on foreign oil. That achievement 
gives us a foundation now on which to 
realize the hopes and dreams and expecta- 
tions which I’ve just outlined to you. 
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If we fight for economic progress as 
hard as we've been fighting for America’s 
energy security, then I am confident that 
we can build a future of full employment, 
stable prices, rising exports, a more mod- 
ern, competitive industry, and a stronger, 
more prosperous, and a more productive 
America. That is my goal. It’s a goal that 
I intend to achieve. 


Thank you very much. 
QUESTIONS 


INTEREST RATES 


Mr. Von Bercen. Thank you. We'll 
have a few questions. 

The first question: You have com- 
plained that interest rates are too high. 
Do you think the Federal Reserve should 
intervene in the market and drive down 
interest rates? 

Tue Present. No, I don’t. I think 
we have a proper balance now between 
the private sector—-the financial com- 
munity and the economic and commercial 
community—on the one hand; the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board, which is independent, 
on the second hand; the Congress, inde- 
pendently from me; and I, as Executive 
of our country. 

I make proposals, make decisions on 
regulations, change priorities in the budg- 
et, emphasize certain aspects of American 
life to the public through my statements 
and actions. The Congress makes decisions 
on budget levels and passes legislation 
concerning tax programs. The Federal 
Reserve observes all these matters and 
makes their decisions. The financial com- 
munity reacts. I think it’s a good, sound 
system. 

I do, however, believe that recently 
the financial institutions, the banks have 
overreacted, and I believe that at this time 
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the interest rates are too high compared 
with the economic circumstances that 
prevail. It’s my own judgment; I believe 
it’s sound. And I hope that the sound of 
my voice in the financial institutions will 
prevail, and the interest rates will come 
down where they ought to be. But I don’t 
want to intercede artificially, as a Presi- 
dent or through an administration, to di- 
rectly affect interest rates. 


AGRICULTURAL POLICIES 


Mr. Von BERGEN. Mr. President, along 
economic lines, a lot of people think 
grocery prices are too high, but farmers 
feel their returns for their products are 
too low. What do you think, and what 
does Mrs. Carter think? [Laughter] 

THE PrEsIDENT. My wife’s enough of a 
politician to realize that there are two 
sides to this very important issue. 
[Laughter] 

I inherited, when I came into office, a 
time of economic deprivation and uncer- 
tainty among farmers, with an excessive 
intrusion of the Federal Government into 
their affairs and a rapid, changing cycle 
of supply and demand and therefore wild 
rises, quite often, in farm or agricultural 
prices after the grain or other products 
had left the farmer. 

We approached this in several ways, the 
most important aspect of which was to 
build up substantial storage of farm prod- 
ucts on the farms. We encouraged farm- 
ers to keep their products under their own 
control. We arranged Government pro- 
grams to assist them and put literally hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars on loans, which 
the farmers are repaying on a timely basis, 
to build storage for them to hold their 
grain. 

This means that there’s a much more 
stable supply of grain now. If we have an 
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excess harvest, above the average or ex- 
pected level, then that grain goes into the 
farmer-held reserve. If we have a short- 
age in our country or worldwide basis, 
then the farmers can take grain out of 
their reserve, at a carefully prescribed 
price, in advance and market it to keep 
our country sound and the world supply 
sound. I think this has done a good job 
in stabilizing prices. 

We have had reasonable gross income 
for farmers and reasonable net income for 
farmers, At the same time, since I’ve been 
in office, both gross and net income for 
farmers has increased more than in any 
administration in history. One of the rea- 
sons for this has not been an excesive bur- 
den on the American consumer, who still 
get food at a lower level, compared to 
their other income and compared to other 
people, than anybody on Earth, but be- 
cause we have escalated so greatly the 
exporting of American agricultural 
products. 

We set a world’s record on exports of 
our agricultural products in 1977. We 
broke that record in ’78. We broke it again 
in ’79. And this year, in spite of the in- 
terruption of some of our sales to the So- 
viet Union, we’ve had the greatest increase 
in history, increasing exports by $8 billion 
this year alone, up to a level of $40 billion 
for American-exported agricultural prod- 
ucts. You might be interested in knowing 
that this year we'll sell Mexico 10 million 
tons of American grain. 

I tried the best I could to stabilize 
American farm prices, in spite of the in- 
terruption of sale of some grain to the 
Soviet Union, and at the same time to 
open up in the rest of the world more 
permanent customers for American agri- 
cultural products. In the long historic per- 
spective, our biggest single strategic asset 
of a peaceful nature is the productivity of 
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our land. It’s much more important on a 
historical scale than OPEC oil, for in- 
stance. 

And so, I believe we’ve got a very sound 
farm economy now, stable prices com- 
pared to what they were, good bargains 
for American consumers. And I would 
guess that in the future these prices would 
increase only at very moderate rates, com- 
patible with market pressures that are 
much less fluctuating than they were 
before. 

RONALD REAGAN 


Mr. Von Bercen. Mr. President, in 
criticizing Governor Reagan you have 
used outdated statements he has since re- 
pudiated, like his 1966 comments about 
making social security voluntary. Is this 
fair campaigning, since just in the past 4 
years you have changed your position on a 
number of major issues, like your 1976 
campaign pledge to cut defense spending, 
your former opposition to decontrol of oil 
prices, and your one-time opposition to 
any form of national health insurance? 

Tue Presipent. When we quote Gov- 
ernor Reagan on these matters of interest 
to the American people, we always make a 
point to give to the news media the time 
and the place of the statement which he 
has made. 

Recently, in the last few days, I under- 
stand, he has said that he has not changed 
his positions, that his positions are con- 
sistent with what they’ve been for the last 
20 years. Sometimes they are in conflict, 
but I think the basic underlying philos- 
cphy is there. 

When he says, for instance, that the 
minimum wage has caused more damage 
than anything since the Great Depression, 
that’s an expression of a philosophy about 
working people that’s still pervasive, I 
think, in his own mind and also in the 
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platform of his party. When he says that 
unemployment compensation is a prepaid 
vacation for freeloaders, to me that’s a 
statement that still prevails, although he 
may have said it a while ago. 

When he took on his role as the nation- 
wide opponent or spokesman against 
Medicare and traveled this country speak- 
ing against Medicare, he said that this 
would lead to the Government’s intrusion 
into private affairs, so that Government 
would later tell a young man or woman 
where they could go to work or where a 
family could live. Recently he repeated a 
similar statement, even this year. 


And his most disturbing statement was 
one recently made about withdrawing 
SALT II treaty from the Senate, specu- 
lating on the advisability of a so-called 
nuclear arms race to induce the Soviets 
to be more forthcoming in SALT nego- 
tiations, and saying that he was, in effect, 
playing a card against the Soviet Union. 
This kind of talk, to me—made quite re- 
cently, within the last couple of weeks— 
is extremely dangerous. 

And the repeated nature of some of his 
statements when he was either a candi- 
date for President or had the hopes of be- 
ing a President—the pattern is still there. 

For instance, all of us who serve in the 
Oval Office recognize the sensitivity of the 
decisions we make, the dealing with po- 
tential crises which might, if mishandled, 
become real crises and affect the life of 
everyone in this Nation and perhaps the 
world. My predecessors in office, Republi- 
can and Democrat, and I deal constantly 
with a series of trouble spots in the world, 
and we try to manage those potential 
problems in a diplomatic way, without the 
use of military force. 

Repeatedly, there’s a pattern of Gov- 
ernor Reagan’s calling for the injection of 
military forces by the United States into 
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those trouble spots in the world—in Ecua- 
dor, Cuba, in Cyprus, Pakistan, North 
Korea, the Middle East, Angola, Rho- 
desia, just to name a few. This kind of 
inclination, to me, although some of those 
statements were made recently, some of 
them longer ago—the pattern is what 
causes me concern. 

So, we are trying to be extremely ac- 
curate in quoting Governor Reagan pre- 
cisely and also putting the right tone and 
not misinterpreting what he says and giv- 
ing the dates without misleading the 
American people about the timeliness of 
them. 

Mr. Von Bercen. Thank you. Mr. 
President, before asking you one final 
question, I would like to present you with 
a National Press Club certificate of ap- 
preciation for being here and also a Press 
Club jacket, which we hope you will wear. 
[Laughter] 


THE PRESIDENT. Very good. 


“OCTOBER SURPRISE” 


Mr. Von Bercen. The final question: 
Mr. President, your opponents expect 
from you an October surprise, a political 
trick-or-treat. To put their minds to rest, 
will you tell us what the surprise is, or do 
we have to wait? [Laughter] 

Tue Present. First of all, let me say 
that I’ll treasure this certificate the rest of 
my life. [Laughter] Thank you very much. 

It’s not possible for a President to con- 
trive a significant surprise. We deal in the 
Oval Office with questions of profound 
importance and difficulty. We try without 
delay to solve any problems that arise. I 
think every President who’s served there 
has tried to do the best he could to meet 
the needs of our country. 


It would be very pleasant for me if we 
could come up with a zero inflation rate 
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or a zero unemployment rate or a boon to 
our economy that was significant or if the 
Japanese would say they would never ship 
any more cars to our country unless they 
were given away free, or something like 
that—{laughter|—but you know, that’s 
the kind of hopes that always exist. 

I think it would be a bad thing if I 
tried to delay good news or to conceal 
bad news to create some sort of surprise 
just to orient the election. So, you need 
not expect any such surprise between now 
and November. If it’s a surprise to you, I 
guarantee you it will also be a surprise to 
the President. [Laughter] 

Thank you. I’ve enjoyed being with 
you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the 
Nationa! Press Club ballroom. 

Drew Von Bergen of United Press Interna- 

tional, president of the National Press Club, 


read the questions submitted earlier by mem- 
bers of the press. 


Staggers Rail Act of 1980 


Remaks on Signing S. 1946 Into Law. 
October 14, 1980 


THE PresipenT. There are a lot of smiles 
on the faces of the men and women be- 
hind me, who’ve worked so hard on this 
legislation. 

I'd like to begin by acknowledging the 
leadership of Senator Howard Cannon, 
who has been so important this last 2 
years in our deregulation effort. This bill 
is the result of a strong bipartisan support, 
both in the House and the Senate. Sen- 
ator Russell Long, Senator Bob Packwood 
made outstanding efforts to help passage 
in the Senate. In the House, of course, the 
leadership of Chairman Jim Florio, Con- 
gressman Matsui, Congressman Edward 
Madigan, Nick Joe Rahall, who’s also 
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here, James Broyhill, were all critical to 
our success. 

It’s especially fitting that the Congress 
has decided to name this act after Con- 
gressman Harley Staggers, a great chair- 
man who has capped his illustrious career 
with this key effort to pass this major re- 
form bill. 

The Staggers Rail Act of 1980 is the 
capstone of my own efforts to get rid of 
needless and burdensome Federal regula- 
tions which benefit nobody and which 
harm all of us. This effort is crucial to 
promote more competition, to improve 
productivity, and to hold down inflation. 
We deregulated the airlines, we deregu- 
lated the trucking industry, we deregu- 
lated financial institutions, we decon- 
trolled oil and natural gas prices, and we 
negotiated lower trade barriers through- 
out the world for our exports. 


Where we needed continued regulation, 
we required agencies to analyze carefully 
the costs of their new proposals. We now 
have a sunset review program for major 
new regulations. We have cut, with the 
help of the Congress, Federal paperwork 
by 15 percent. I established a Regulatory 
Council to weed out inconsistencies and to 
encourage innovation, saving hundreds of 
millions of dollars while still meeting our 
most vital regulatory goals. Most recently 
I signed the Regulatory Fexibility Act to 
remove unnecessary burdens on small 
businesses. 

All of us here heard for years the cam- 
paign rhetoric of regulatory reform. We 
heard so much rhetoric and saw so few 
results in that time that many of us could 
have given up, but we didn’t. And to- 
gether in these 3% years, we’ve carried 
out the most fundamental restructuring 
of our economy, the relationship between 
government and the private enterprise 
system, since Franklin D. Roosevelt’s time 
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and the initiation of the New Deal. It will 
be a major boost for the revitalization of 
the American economy, a revitalization 
that I intend will restore America’s com- 
petitive edge and make possible full em- 
ployment and, at the same time, stable 
prices. 

The railroad deregulation act strips 
away needless and costly regulations in fa- 
vor of market forces, competitive market 
forces, whenever possible. It will help to 
restore the financial health to the rail- 
road industry. It will help shippers by al- 
lowing the railroads to improve equip- 
ment and to tailor services to shippers’ 
needs, and it will help American consum- 
ers with better and more efficient serv- 
ice. It will allow railroads to adjust rates 
to at least cover out-of-pocket costs and 
to earn a reasonable return without red- 
tape. 

For the first time, railroads and ship- 
pers can contract for terms of service, as 
is the case in other industries. The act 
will curtail collective rate-setting prac- 
tices among railroads in favor of individ- 
ual price competition. It will simplify and 
shorten ICC rate and railroad restructur- 
ing procedures. This act also will allow 
Conrail to provide more effective services. 
At the same time, it will help protect cap- 
tive shippers and utilities using coal. It 
will facilitate the reorganization of the 
Rock Island Railroad lines so vital to the 
Midwest, and it will expand and revise 
the existing financial program which 
helps our Nation’s railroads. 

The importance of this act is clearly 
reflected in the outstanding and diverse 
group of people who are assembled here 
today for this ceremony—representatives 
from railroad management, from labor, 
from such shippers as automobiles and 
steel and coal, retail stores, farm organiza- 
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tions, and also from environmental or- 
ganizations. 

Let me also commend the ICC. The 
ICC has made substantial progress to- 
ward reducing regulatory burdens. The 
Staggers act builds on and reinforces 
these crucial reforms, and I look to the 
Commission for aggressive implementa- 
tion of the act’s objectives. 

I now take great pleasure in signing the 
Staggers Rail Act of 1980. 


[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 


I also want to welcome former Con- 
gressman Fred Rooney back. It’s a pleas- 
ure to have you here. 

REPRESENTATIVE Rooney. Nice to be 
with you. 

Tue Preswwent. Thank you very 
much. 

I’d like to ask Jim Florio to say a word 
if he will and then Congressman Staggers. 


REPRESENTATIVE Fiorito. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 


You’ve obviously summarized the bill 
very well. There’s not much more that 
has to be said except this was a really good 
example of how the legislative process is 
supposed to work, attempting to harmo- 
nize all the divergent interests, and it was 
a good tribute to the way that the legis- 
lature is supposed to enact legislation. 
You have representatives, as you said, of 
the community, the shipping community, 
rail management, rail labor, public and 
private sectors. 


So, I’m pleased to be associated with 
it; certainly think it’s appropriate, as 
you’ve mentioned, that this be named af- 
ter Mr. Staggers, who has devoted so 
much of his time and energies over the 
great number of years that he’s been in 
the Congress to working to ensure the fact 
that we have a healthy railroad system. 
We hope this legislation will get us back 
to that point. 
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So, thank you very much. 

Tue PresiwentT. Thank you very much. 
Well, Mr. Staggers, will you say a word 
for us, please? 

REPRESENTATIVE STAGGERS. Mr. Presi- 
dent, and all those present, I congratulate 
you on your leadership in sending to the 
House and to the Senate legislation which 
would do what has taken place today, 
because it was under your leadership that 
the legislation has been enacted. 

I would like to congratulate, on our 
side, very much Jim Florio—He has 
worked so hard—and Mr. Madigan of 
Illinois, because there were so many ob- 
stacles they had to overcome, factors they 
had to stop, consideration of the bill one 
time and then came back. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Just once? [Laughter] 

REPRESENTATIVE STaGGERS. More than 
that, in fact. [Laughter] 

THE PresweENT. More than once. 


REPRESENTATIVE StTaccErs. But there 
were so many who had a part in it—Nick 
Rahall and Matsui and many others that 
I could mention who were on our com- 
mittee. But actually Jim Florio and Mr. 
Madigan were the two leaders. 

THE PresIDENT. Yes. 


REPRESENTATIVE StTaGGErs. And they 
maneuvered, manipulated the bill on the 
floor—{laughter|—and worked it out, so 
that it could really be worked into legis- 
lation. 

But I would like to also congratulate 
the shippers and the railroad manage- 
ment and railroad labor and all the rest 
who have entered into this agreement to 
try an experiment that might, and we 
think will, help the future of the railroad 
industry, help to build it and make this a 
better transportation system in the land 
and make it a better nation in which to 
live. 
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So, we congratulate everyone who had 
a part in working on it. And thank you 
so very much, Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you. 


I think the word “maneuver” is good. 
[Laughter] The word to “guide” or to 
“steer” it through the very tortuous legis- 
lative process is significant and appro- 
priate. 

This is legislation of far-reaching sig- 
nificance that touches on the lives of al- 
most every American. And of course, the 
people who use the railroads and who 
are very interested in seeing rates as low 
as possible and service as good as possible, 
representing those who ship grain and cot- 
ton and other agricultural products, the 
retail merchants who want their goods to 
arrive in a timely fashion and with mini- 
mum freight rates added, the major basic 
industries like automobiles and_ steel, 
worked very closely with Mr. Florio and 
his equals, equivalents in the Senate, with 
the railroad management, that want to 
see a sound railroad industry, with labor- 
ers, who see the inevitability of economic 
and social and transportation change, 
wanting to have their own 
protected. 


lives 


The complexity here was very pro- 
found. It’s similar to the complexities that 
we did face, I think even exceeds the 
complexities that we faced in either air- 
line deregulation or even trucking deregu- 
lation, and perhaps even more so than 
even the financial institutions regulation. 


But to move the governments out of 
the free enterprise system when regula- 
tions are onerous or costly and at the same 
time have additional protection for con- 
sumers, to stimulate an industry that has 
been ailing in some way, and to let the 
free enterprise system actually work with 
intense competition is an achievement 
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that brings credit to all those assembled 
here. 

And I want to express my thanks to all 
of you for being willing to help with this 
very fine legislation that moves our 
Nation one step forward, one major step 
forward toward the revitalization that is 
necessary in giving our economy a new 
stimulus, keeping our people at work, 
with improved services for the American 
people, and at the same time reducing 
inflation and enhancing the quality of our 
environment. This has accomplished all 
these goals, and all of you deserve a great 
deal of credit. I’m proud to be part of 
this group and this achievement. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


As enacted, S. 1946 is Public Law 96-448, 
approved October 14. 


Staggers Rail Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 1946 Into Law. 
October 14, 1980 


Today I take great pleasure in signing 
the Staggers Rail Act of 1980. This leg- 
islation builds on the railroad deregula- 
tion proposal I sent to Congress in March 
1979. It is vital to the railroad industry 
and to all Americans who depend upon 
rail services. 

By stripping away needless and costly 
regulation in favor of marketplace forces 
wherever possible, this act will help as- 
sure a strong and healthy future for our 
Nation’s railroads and the men and wom- 
en who work for them. It will benefit 
shippers throughout the country by en- 
couraging railroads to improve their 
equipment and better tailor their service 
to shipper needs. American’s consumers 
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will benefit, for rather than face the 
propsect of continuing deterioration of 
rail freight service, consumers can be as- 
sured of improved railroads delivering 
their goods with dispatch. 

The importance of this act is demon- 
strated by the wide array of individuals 
and groups who support it, including rail- 
road management and labor, major ship- 
pers such as automobile, steel, and coal 
companies, retail stores, farm organiza- 
tions, and environmental and other pub- 
lic interest representatives. This act would 
not have been possible without the out- 
standing leadership of Senators Howard 
Cannon, Robert Packwood, and Russell 
Long, and Congressmen Jim Florio, Ed- 
ward Madigan, and James Broyhill. 

It is especially appropriate that this 
legislation is named after Harley O. Stag- 
gers, who is retiring from Congress this 
year and who has done so much to achieve 
passage of this bill as well as other major 
legislation throughout his illustrious con- 
gressional career. 

This act is the capstone of my efforts 
over the past 4 years to get the Federal 
Government off the backs of private in- 
dustry by removing needless, burdensome 
regulation which benefits no one and 
harms us all. We have deregulated the air- 
lines, a step that restored competitive 
forces to the airline industry and allowed 
new, innovative services. We have freed 
the trucking industry from archaic and 
inflationary regulations, an action that 
will allow the startup of new companies, 
encourage price competition, and improve 
service. We have deregulated financial 
institutions, permitting banks to pay in- 
terest on checking accounts and higher 
interest to small savers and eliminating 
many restrictions on savings institutions 
loans. 
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Where regulations cannot be elimi- 
nated, we have established a program to 
reform the way they are produced and 
reviewed. By Executive order, we have 
mandated regulators to carefully and 
publicly analyze the costs of major pro- 
posals. We have required that interested 
members of the public be given more op- 
portunity to participate in the regulatory 
process. We have established a sunset re- 
view program for major new regulations 
and cut Federal paperwork by 15 percent 
We created a Regulatory Council, which 
is eliminating inconsistent regulations and 
encouraging innovative regulatory tech- 
niques saving hundreds of millions of 
dollars while still meeting important 
statutory goals. And Congress recently 
passed the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 
which converts into law my administra- 
tive program requiring Federal agencies 
to work to eliminate unnecessary regula- 
tory burdens on small business. [ am hope- 
ful for congressional action on my broad 
regulatory reform proposal now pending, 
to help complete congressional action on 
my regulatory reform proposals. 

Today these efforts continue with de- 
regulation of the railroad industry and 
mark the past 4 years as a time in which 
the Congress and the executive branch 
stepped forward together in the most sig- 
nificant and successful deregulation pro- 
gram in our Nation’s history. We have 
secured the most fundamental restructur- 
ing of the relationship between industry 
and government since the time of the New 
Deal. 

In recent decades the problems of the 
railroad industry have become severe. Its 
1979 rate of return on net investment was 
2.7 percent, as compared to over 10 per- 
cent for comparable industries. We have 
seen a number of major railroad bank- 
ruptcies and the continuing expenditure of 
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billions of Federal dollars to keep railroads 
running. Service and equipment have de- 
teriorated. A key reason for this state of 
affairs has been overregulation by the 
Federal Government. At the heart of this 
legislation is freeing the railroad industry 
and its customers from such excessive 
control, 

The Interstate Commerce Commission 
(ICC), under the able leadership of 
Chairman Gaskins, has made substantial 
progress toward reducing regulatory bur- 
dens, and I commend the Commission 
for the progress it has made. The bill I 
am signing today builds upon and rein- 
forces these crucial reforms, and I look 
to the Commission for prompt and effec- 
tive implementation to achieve its deregu- 
latory objectives. 

The Staggers act places a gradually in- 
creasing jurisdictional threshold on ICC 
review of rate decisions, thereby provid- 
ing railroads with much-needed freedom 
to set rates while also affording shippers 
appropriate protection. It encourages a 
realignment of the joint rate system that 
now results in some carriers losing money 
on many hauls, and for the first time ex- 
plicitly authorizes railroads and shippers 
to contract for rates and services like 
other private industries. Competition is 
increased by significantly curtailing the 
collective rate-setting practices of the rail- 
road industry, and remaining ICC rate 
and railroad restructuring procedures are 
simplified and shortened. 

The act also reforms the existing system 
of labor protection for Conrail employees 
and will allow Conrail to provide more 
effective service to those who depend on 
it. In addition, the legislation amends the 
Rock Island Railroad Transition and Em- 
ployee Assistance Act to help assure that 
displaced former Rock Island employees 
will receive financial assistance necessary 
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to make the transition to other employ- 
ment. As a result, the reorganization of 
Rock Island lines, so vital to Midwest 
shippers, should be facilitated. 

Finally, the act authorizes expansion 
and revision of the existing financing pro- 
gram which provides funds to help our 
Nation’s railroads. It is my expectation 
that these Federal funds be directed to 
the maximum extent possible at rail re- 
structuring projects, and the Secretary of 
Transportation has assured me that he 
will give the highest priority to using the 
funds provided in that manner. 

All Americans will benefit from the 
Staggers Rail Act of 1980. 


NOTE: As enacted, S. 1946 is Public Law 96- 
448, approved October 14. 


Hostage Relief Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7085 Into Law. 
October 14, 1980 


The tragic circumstances which make 
the Hostage Relief Act of 1980 so neces- 
sary have occurred all too often in recent 
years. In particular, the holding of 52 
Americans in Tehran has made this legis- 
lation urgent. 

I am pleased that speedy and thought- 
ful action on the part of both Houses of 
Congress has brought to my desk a bill 
which will go a long way toward alleviat- 
ing some of the burdens faced by the 
families of those held hostage and will en- 
sure that adequate medical treatment will 
be provided to hostages and to their loved 
ones when they return. 

All those held captive in Iran and 
others in similar situations since Novem- 
ber 4, 1979, irrespective of whether they 
are in the Armed Forces or are civilian 
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Government employees, will receive the 
education and health benefits provided 
for in this bill. Additionally, all of the 
hostages will be excused from Federal 
taxes for the period of time spent in cap- 
tivity. 

With the enactment of this legislation, 
we take a small but extremely important 
Step toward providing a measure of com- 
pensation for the severe hardships hos- 
tages and their families endure. I am ex- 
tremely pleased to sign this bill into law. 


NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 7085 is Public Law 
96-449, approved October 14. 


Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 1981 


Statement on Signing S. 2597 Into Law. 
October 14, 1980 


It is with pleasure that I sign into law 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1981. This legislation author- 
izes the appropriation of funds for our 
Intelligence Community. It is essential 
that I and those who aid me in the for- 
mulation of our Nation’s foreign policy 
make our decisions on the basis of accu- 
rate information about the capabilities 
and intentions of other countries and of 
forces that shape world events. I am 
pleased that the Congress has followed my 
recommendation and authorized suffi- 
cient funds to ensure that we continue 
to have the best intelligence service possi- 
ble. 

I am also pleased to note that this leg- 
islation contains authority for the pay- 
ment of a death gratuity to the surviving 
dependents of intelligence personnel 
killed overseas as a result of hostile or 
terrorist activities or in connection with 
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an intelligence activity having a substan- 
tial element of risk. I pray that, in the fu- 
ture, situations will not arise that would 
necessitate use of this provision. It is im- 
portant, however, that our intelligence of- 
ficers overseas, who daily sacrifice the 
comforts of home to serve their country 
under sometimes difficult and dangerous 
circumstances, know that we as a nation 
stand behind them and will provide for 
the welfare of their families should tragedy 
strike. 

In addition to providing funds for a 
strong intelligence service, S. 2597 also 
contains legislation that modifies the so- 
called Hughes-Ryan amendment and es- 
tablishes, for the first time in statute, a 
comprehensive system for congressional 
oversight of intelligence activities. This 
legislation, which will help to ensure that 
U.S. intelligence activities are carried out 
effectively and in a manner that respects 
individual rights and liberties, was an im- 
portant part of the comprehensive intelli- 
gence charter on which this administra- 
tion and the Congress have worked for 
over 2 years. Unfortunately, the press of 
other legislative matters prevented pas- 
sage of the charter thus far in this session. 

The oversight legislation that was 
passed does not seek to alter the respective 
authorities and responsibilities of the 
executive and legislative branches, but 
rather codifies the current practice and 
relationship that has developed between 
this administration and the Senate and 
House intelligence committees over the 
past 3 years. This intent is evidenced by 
the language of the bill itself and the leg- 
islative history that stands behind it. 

It is noteworthy that in capturing the 
current practice and relationship, the 
legislation preserves an important meas- 
ure of flexibility for the President and the 
executive branch. It does so not only by 
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recognizing the inherent constitutional 
authorities of both branches, but by rec- 
ognizing that there are circumstances in 
which sensitive information may have to 
be shared only with a very limited num- 
ber of executive branch officials, even 
though the congressional oversight com- 
mittees are authorized recipients of classi- 
fied information. Circumstances of this 
nature have been rare in the past; I 
would expect them to be rare in the fu- 
ture. The legislation creates the expecta- 
tion that a sense of care and a spirit of 
accommodation will continue to prevail 
in such cases. 

I wish to thank Senators Birch Bayh, 
Dee Huddleston, Dan Inouye, Barry 
Goldwater, and Mac Mathias, and Con- 
gressmen Ed Boland, Clem Zablocki, Bill 
Burlison, and Ken Robinson for their sig- 
nificant roles in the passage of this legis- 
lation. 


NoTE: As enacted, S. 2597 is Public Law 96- 
450, approved October 14. 


Interview With the President 


Excerpts From a Question-and-Answer Session 
With John Chancellor of NBC News. 
October 14, 1980 


JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. CHANCELLOR. Mr. President, Ron- 
ald Reagan says if elected he’s going to 
name a woman to the Supreme Court. 
What’s your response to that? 

THE Present. Well, I’d say he’s priv- 
ileged to make that promise. I understand 
that when he was Governor of California 
he made 600 appointments to judges, and 
only 12 of them were women. And he 
made three appointments to the Supreme 
Court of California, and they were all 
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white males. Also, he promised to appoint, 
I think, an Italian American as judge, and 
he’s still got 3 weeks to go. 

I’ve had a good record on appointing 
women, as you know, and minority groups 
as well. I’ve appointed more women by 
far than all the other Presidents in this 
Nation combined in Federal judgships, 
and I'll continue that process. But I think 
it is a mistake for a President to promise 
that in the Supreme Court appointment 
that it would be a particular kind of 
American. I’ll consider all of them, and 
I'll continue to treat women fairly. 

Mr. CHANCELLOR. Mr. President, it 
seems to me you were not surprised when 
I asked you that question. 


1980 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Let me ask you about the public opinion 
polls and how you feel about the state of 
the campaign right now. In the NBC poll 
among decided voters you’re about 10 
points behind. We do see evidence in that 
poll that it’s going to come closer to that. 
Can you tell me how you think it’s going 
to go for the rest of the campaign and 
how it will come out? 

Tue Present. I think I'll win. We 
have 3 weeks to go from now, almost 
exactly, and I think the American people, 
as they approach the time of making this 
crucial choice will determine whether 
their own future, the future of their fami- 
lies and those they love will be most bene- 
ficially affected by choosing me or Gov- 
ernor Reagan. 

So far, the campaign has been distorted 
to some degree by the inevitable debate 
about the debates, the conjecture about 
who is ahead or who’s not ahead, and the 
charges and counter-charges between can- 
didates. I think in the future, though, the 
difference on the issues will be much more 
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significant among the voters, and because 
of that I think I'll win. 


Mr. CHANCELLOR. Mr. President, do 
you think that you’ve had a chance to get 
the issues across to the people and that 
your opponent has dealt with issues in this 
campaign? My sense of the campaign to 
date is that there has been a great deal of 
talk about competence and character, 
that your opponent is questioning your 
competence and that you’ve been ques- 
tioning his character. How would you de- 
scribe the campaign so far? 

Tue Present. I think it’s provided 
an inadequate means by which the ap- 
proach on the issues between myself and 
Governor Reagan could be addressed. 
We've accepted five or six different invi- 
tations, for instance, for a man-to-man 
debate between the nominee of the Demo- 
cratic Party and the nominee of the Re- 
publican Party. Governor Reagan has 
refused in every instance to carry on such 
a debate. I challenge him now in a very 
constructive way, not an adversarial way, 
to meet me under any circumstances on a 
head-to-head debate so that he and I can 
be cross-examined on how differently we 
see the major issues that affect the Ameri- 
can people now and in the future. 

So far, there’s been too much attention 
given, perhaps by the news media and 
others, on the conduct of the debate, the 
charges and counter-charges, the status of 
the current public opinion polls, this kind 
of thing, who will debate whom and 
under what circumstances, and not con- 
centrating enough on the basic issues of 
economics, defense capability, peace in 
the world, and other matters of that kind. 

Mr. CHANCELLOR. Do you think the 
next 3 weeks of the campaign will be bet- 
ter in these terms? 
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Tue Preswwent. Yes. I don’t think 
there’s any doubt about that. There’s a 
difference in the attitude of an American 
voter when they finally go to the polls to 
choose their President, compared to what 
it is in the early stages of a general elec- 
tion campaign, and certainly sharply con- 
trasted with the attitude of a voter in the 
primary campaigns when the excitement 
of the campaign itself is important. It’s an 
opportunity in the primary part of the 
campaign to express displeasure with ex- 
isting circumstances, to, so-called, send a 
message to Washington, and so forth. But 
when you get down to the point of choos- 
ing the man who will sit in this Oval 
Office and make decisions that affect your 
life for the next 4 years and the integrity 
of the principles of our Nation, the status 
of the economic circumstances within 
which we raise our children and prepare 
for the future, the relationship between 
our country and other nations on Earth, 
that is such a sobering experience that I 
believe the American people will focus on 
these issues very closely and very acutely 
as the time for that choice approaches. 
NOTE: The interview, portions of which are 
being shown on the “NBC Nightly News,” be- 


gan at 3:30 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Federal Actions in the Lake 
Tahoe Region 
Executive Order 12247. October 15, 1980 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution of the United 
States of America, and in order to ensure 
that Federal agency actions protect the 
extraordinary natural, scenic, recreational 
and ecological resources in the Lake Ta- 
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hoe Region (as defined by Public Law 
91-148), an area of national concern, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 


1-1. Tahoe Federal Coordinating Council. 

1-101. There is established an inter- 
agency committee to be known as the 
Tahoe Federal Coordinating Council. 

1-102. The Council shall be composed 
of representatives from the following 
Executive agencies (those of the West- 
ern Federal Regional Council, Region 
IX): 

a) Department of Defense. 

b) Department of the Interior. 


d) Department of Commerce. 

e) Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services. 

(f) Department of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development. 

(g) Department of Transportation. 

(h) Environmental Protection Agency. 

1-103. The Council shall be chaired 
by the representative from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, which shall be re- 
sponsible for providing administrative 
support. 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) Department of Agriculture. 
(d) 
(e) 


1-104. Other agencies may be invited 
to designate representatives to participate 
in the activities of the Council from time 
to time. 


1-2. Environmental Thresholds. 

1-201. (a) The Council shall develop 
and issue environmental quality thresh- 
olds and carrying capacities for the air, 
water, and terrestrial components of the 
area known as the Lake Tahoe Region 
(Public Law 91-148), which lies within 
the States of California and Nevada. 

(b) These thresholds and carrying ca- 
pacities shall be developed in consulta- 
tion with the States of California and 
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Nevada, the local governments in and 
around the area, and the public. 

(c) These thresholds and carrying ca- 
pacities shall be based on a refinement 
and a periodic updating of the Western 
Federal Regional Council’s “Lake Tahoe 
Environment Assessment” issued during 
February, 1980, and on other appropriate 
information. 

1-202. The Council shall assist the 
State and local governments of California 
and Nevada in adopting and utilizing 
these thresholds and carrying capacities. 

1-203. These thresholds and carrying 
capacities shall, to the extent permitted 
by law, be utilized by Executive agencies 
and the Council in determining the im- 
pact of Federal actions on the environ- 
ment of the Region. 


1-3. Environmental Actions. 


1-301. An Executive agency shall, prior 
to authorizing any undertaking within the 
Region, whether by taking direct action 
or approving a license, permit, or finan- 
cial assistance, determine if that under- 
taking will have a significant or poten- 
tially significant adverse effect on the 
environment of the Region. This deter- 
mination shall be made in writing. It shall 
take into account the thresholds and 
carrying capacities developed by the 
Council. 

1-302. The Executive agency shall 
transmit to the Council a copy of its de- 
termination as to the environmental im- 
pact on the Region. 

1-303. (a) The Council will promptly 
review the agency determinations as to 
the environmental effect on the Region. 
The Council shall ensure that there is 
adequate opportunity for public comment 
on the agency determination. 

(b) If the Council concludes that the 
action to be taken would be compatible 
with the environment of the Region, the 
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Chairman of the Council shall promptly 
so notify the agency. 

(c) If the Council concludes that the 
action to be taken would have a signifi- 
cant adverse impact on the resources and 
ecological values of the Region, the 
Chairman of the Council shall recom- 
mend to the responsible Executive agency 
that the action not be undertaken or that 
it be modified to eliminate the adverse 
impact. 

1-304. If the agency disagrees with the 
recommendations of the Council, the 
Chairman of the Council shall promptly 
refer the matter to the Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality for its recommenda- 
tion as to the prompt resolution of any dis- 
agreement. 

1-305. Until the thresholds and carry- 
ing capacities are issued, Executive 
agencies shall, to the extent permitted by 
law, not take any direct action nor ap- 
prove any license, permit, or financial 
assistance in the Region which would sig- 
nificantly (a) stimulate additional devel- 
opment in environmentally sensitive areas 
as defined by land use plans or zoning 
ordinances of the Region, or (b) promote 
automobile traffic into the Region. 

1-306. Until the thresholds and carry- 
ing capacities are issued, Executive agen- 
cies shall review agency actions in the 
Region which may have an effect on the 
Region’s overall waste treatment plan- 
ning. This review shall determine if such 
actions should be deferred until waste 
water treatment plans, as provided by 
Section 208 of the Federal Water Pol- 
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1288), 
are adopted by the States of California 
and Nevada and approved by the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency. 


1-4. General Provisions. 


1-401. The Chairman of the Council 
on Environmental Quality and the Secre- 
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tary of Agriculture shall advise the Presi- 
dent from time to time on the effective- 
ness of this Order. They shall recommend 
other administrative action which may 
be taken to improve the coordination of 
agency actions and decisions whenever 
such coordination would protect and 
enhance the Region’s natural and ecologi- 
cal values. 

1-402. Nothing in this Order shall be 
construed to limit, delay, or prohibit any 
agency action which is essential for the 
protection of public health or safety, for 
national security, or for the maintenance 
or rehabilitation of environmental quality 
within the Region. 

Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
October 15, 1980. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:43 a.m., October 15, 1980] 


Federal Actions in the Lake 
Tahoe Region 


Statement on Signing Executive Order 12247. 
October 15, 1980 


I am today signing an Executive order 
to improve the coordination of Federal 
agency activities in the Lake Tahoe Basin. 
The issuance of this order is a result of 
the actions I announced on May 30, 1980. 
In that announcement, I affirmed that 
Lake Tahoe is an area of national con- 
cern and that the quality of the lake must 
be protected. This step we are taking 
today will establish a Lake Tahoe Federal 
Coordinating Council to see that the Fed- 
eral Government does its part to meet this 
objective. The Council will be composed 
of the Departments of Defense, Interior, 
Agriculture, Commerce, Transportation, 
Health and Human Services, Housing and 
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Urban Development, and the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 


The Council’s purpose will be to ensure 
that Federal programs do not contribute 
to environmental degradation in the Lake 
Tahoe Basin. The Council will develop 
and issue environmental quality thresholds 
and carrying capacity standards for the 
air, water, and land resources in the 
region. Until these standards are adopted, 
the Council will recommend that pro- 
posed Federal actions having significant 
adverse environmental effects on the Lake 
Tahoe region not be approved. The Ex- 
ecutive order also directs Federal agen- 
cies to review their programs and other 
actions which may affect the Lake Tahoe 
area and to defer action if such programs 
would significantly stimulate additional 
development in environmentally critical 
areas or would promote pollution from in- 
creases in auto traffic. 


I am pleased that this Council already 
is being organized, has begun its assigned 
tasks, and is working in close consultation 
with the States, local agencies, and the 
public. 

I am also pleased to see that California 
and Nevada have recently reached agree- 
ment on a revised Bi-State Tahoe Re- 
gional Planning Compact. An amended 
compact has been approved by both States 
and is now being presented to the Congress 
for ratification. I congratulate the Gov- 
ernors and legislatures of both States on 
this achievement. As I noted last May, it 
is our intention to help make this compact 
an effective planning instrument for Lake 
Tahoe. The Federal Council established 
today will work together with the com- 
pact agency to achieve this goal. 

I am greatly encouraged by the initia- 
tives taken thus far by the States and by 
the Congress as well. Pending legislation 
to provide for acquisition of environmen- 
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tally sensitive lands at Lake Tahoe is now 
before the Congress. This legislation will 
complement the administration actions 
we are taking now, and it has my full 
support. I applaud the efforts of Con- 
gressmen Santini, Burton, and Fazio in 
gaining House approval of this bill, and I 
am hopeful that we will see this measure 
passed by the full Congress soon. I want 
to express my appreciation to all who 
have supported the Santini-Burton leg- 
islation, the amendment of the Tahoe Re- 
gional Planning Compact, and the estab- 
lishment of the Federal Coordinating 
Council. 

But the signing of an Executive order 
on the passage of a law is not a guarantee 
that we will protect the lake. All Amer- 
icans have a stake in what we do to affect 
the quality of this priceless heritage. We 
all must be careful that the environmental 
stresses placed on this unique area are not 
exceeded. Our actions today will deter- 
mine whether Lake Tahoe—a national 
treasure—will remain protected for future 
generations. 


Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
Reorganization Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7665 Into Law. 
October 15, 1980 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
7665, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
Reorganization Act of 1980. This legisla- 
tion splits the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, our largest Federal appellate court, 
into two new circuits: the Fifth Circuit, 
composed of the Canal Zone, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas, and the Eleventh 
Circuit, composed of Alabama, Florida. 
and Georgia. There is a limit to the num- 
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ber of judgeships an appellate court can 
accommodate and still function effec- 
tively. 

Some time ago it became clear that if 
the rapid growth in the caseload of the 
Fifth Circuit continued, necessitating the 
addition of more and more judges, an un- 
wieldy bench would result. When the size 
of this court reached 26 active judges, 
the practical problems of having all the 
judges take part in a single case became 
unmanageable. At the same time, it be- 
came increasingly difficult to preserve 
consistency and predictability among the 
decisions of three-judge panels. The 
active judges of the circuit early this year 
unanimously petitioned the Congress re- 
questing that the circuit be split into 2 
autonomous circuits to enhance the 
court’s ability to deliver consistent, fair, 
and expeditious justice. 

I cannot sign this bill without noting 
the impact the old Fifth Circuit has had 
on this Nation. The Fifth Circuit has a 
distinguished history of judicial responsi- 
bility. This court played a key role in the 
long-neglected reapportionment of con- 
gressional and legislative districts, and in 
ending the county unit system that had 
denied urban Georgians equal participa- 
tion in the political process. 

During the dramatic and often dif- 
ficult years of the 1950’s and 1960's, the 
Fifth Circuit was charged with the actual 
dismantling of the system of segregation 
that had stood since the Civil War. In 
negotiating the thorny pathway that led 
to end of legal racial discrimination in 
schools, public accommodations, and 
other areas, many of the judges of the cir- 
cuit endured personal condemnation and 
threats to their lives and to their families. 
As our Nation declared its intent to end 
all forms of legal discrimination based on 
race and color the Fifth Circuit bore the 
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heavy burden of applying the principles 
laid down by the Supreme Court in a 
long series of landmark cases that changed 
the face of the Deep South. 

Under the leadership of Chief Judges 
Richard Rives, Elbert Tuttle, and John 
Brown, to name just three of the chief 
judges known to every constitutional 
lawyer or student of that era, the Fifth 
Circuit played a crucial role in a critical 
period in the life of our region, holding 
us to the highest principles of justice on 
which our Nation was founded and super- 
vising their practical application. 

The enactment of this legislation rep- 
resents the work and cooperation of many 
individuals, especially the judges of the 
present Fifth Circuit and the senatorial 
and congressional delegations from the six 
affected States. I commend the Congress 
for having acted so promptly in response 
to the needs of our Federal courts. 


NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 7665 is Public Law 
96-452, approved October 14. 


Maritime Training and 
Appropriation Authorization 


Bills 


Statement on Signing H.R. 5451 and H.R. 
6554 Into Law. October 15, 1980 


I am pleased today to sign two bills to 
provide continuing support for the United 
States-flag merchant marine: H.R. 5451, 
the Maritime Education and Training Act 
of 1980, the most comprehensive reform 
ever of our maritime training and educa- 
tion laws, and H.R. 6554, the Maritime 
Appropriation Authorization Act for Fis- 
cal Year 1981. 

The United States has led the world 
in developing technologically superior 
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merchant vessels. However, these sophis- 
ticated vessels can be no better than the 
licensed officers who operate them. There- 
fore, in recent years, the Federal Govern- 
ment has increased its role in maritime 
education and training. 

My administration has maintained the 
commitment of the Federal Government 
to the training of young men and women 
as licensed officers for our merchant fleet. 
Such training is provided at the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy at 
Kings Point, N.Y., operated by the Fed- 
eral Government, and at the six State 
Maritime Academies—in Maine, Massa- 
chusetts, New York, Texas, California, 
and Michigan—that receive Federal sup- 
port. 

As the Maritime Education and Train- 
ing Act states, “It is the policy of the 
United States that merchant marine ves- 
sels of the United States should be oper- 
ated by highly trained and efficient citi- 
zens of the United States and that the 
United States Navy and the merchant 
marine of the United States should work 
closely together to promote the maximum 
integration of the total seapower forces 
of the United States.” 

To further this policy, the act provides 
more balanced Federal support of the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy 
and the six State Maritime Academies to 
ensure that these institutions will provide 
the highly specialized training required 
to operate United States-flag merchant 
vessels. Further, the act imposes certain 
service obligations to ensure that the 
graduates of our merchant marine acade- 
mies will be available to operate United 
States merchant vessels in time of war or 
national emergency. 


The second bill, the Maritime Appro- 
priation Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1981, authorizes $135 million in construc- 
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tion differential subsidies that will gener- 
ate much needed employment in our ship- 
yards. It provides for $347.7 million in 
operating differential subsidies so that 
U.S.-flag vessels can continue to compete 
in international markets with lower cost 
foreign operators. Further, H.R. 6554 
authorizes $17 million for research and 
development activities, such as using coal 
rather than oil to run our merchant 
vessels. 


The legislation also authorizes $32.5 
million in funds for the Fiscal Year 1981 
expenses of the Maritime Education and 
Training Act of 1980, which I have just 
signed. Finally, H.R. 6554 provides $38.8 
million in operating expenses for the Mari- 
time Administration. This includes funds 
for the preservation of vessels in the Na- 
tional Defense Reserve Fleet, which we 
have traditionally called upon in times of 
national emergency. Overall, this act au- 
thorizes a total of $571 million for Fiscal 
Year 1981, an increase of $136 million 
over the amount authorized last year. 

I remain committed to a strong Ameri- 
can maritime industry, as this legislation 
indicates. I look forward to continuing to 
work with the merchant marine commu- 
nity to achieve our common goal of a 
strong and vibrant U.S. merchant fleet 
and shipbuilding mobilization base. 
Note: As enacted, H.R. 5451 is Public Law 


96-453, and H.R. 6554 is Public Law 96-459, 
both approved October 15. 


Household Goods Transportation 
Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 1798 Into Law. 
October 15, 1980 


I have today signed into law S. 1798, 
the Household Goods Transportation Act 
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of 1980. This bill is an important addition 
to the Motor Carrier Act, which I signed 
only 3 months ago. While both shippers 
and consumers will benefit from the anti- 
inflationary effect of that act, this bill 
addresses the difficulties consumers en- 
counter in the one circumstance that puts 
them in direct contact with the trucking 
industry—moving day. 


The Household Goods Transportation 


Act incorporates the reforms of the Motor 


Carrier Act, including procompetitive 
changes in the areas of market entry, col- 
lective ratemaking, and rate flexibility. 
Beyond these, this legislation addresses 
three important consumer needs: im- 
proved consumer information, increased 
price and service alternatives, and effec- 
tive remedies for poor service. 

The consumer benefits of this legisla- 
tion will depend in large measure on the 
willingness of movers to take advantage 
of the flexibility and freedom of these re- 
forms. No longer will movers be subject 
to excessive paperwork or detailed regu- 
lations prescribing how they conduct 
aspects of their business. Intead, competi- 
tiveness will be the key to success. The 
challenge to the moving industry is great. 
The act gives movers every opportunity 
to offer improved service. No longer can 
regulation be blamed for poor service or 
consurrer dissatisfaction. 

This bill reduces regulation, increases 
competition, and provides for essential 
consumer protection. It furthers my regu- 
latory goals and fulfills the commitment I 
made over a year ago when I proposed 
trucking reform legislation. I promised 
then to “assure that consumers receive in- 
creased protection in the household goods 
moving industry.” 

I am grateful to those Members of 
Congress who worked so tirelessly for this 
bill. Senate Commerce Committee Chair- 
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man Howard Cannon and Senator Bob 
Packwood devoted special hearings to the 
porblems in this industry and developed 
the initial drafts of the bill we have today. 
In the House, Public Works and Trans- 
portation Committee Chairman Bizz 
Johnson, Subcommittee Chairman Jim 
Howard, and Congressmen Bill Harsha 
and Bud Shuster made important changes 
that consolidated support for the measure. 
Congressman Bob Eckhardt also contrib- 
uted to enactment of this bill with valua- 
ble suggestions and assistance, especially 
in the area of dispute settlement. 

Credit must also be given to the con- 
sumer representatives and household 
goods movers who have pressed for adop- 
tion of this legislation. Chairman Gaskins 
and the members of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission provided essential 
guidance for these reforms, and I look 
forward with confidence to the Commis- 
sion’s prompt implementation of this 
legislation. 

NOTE: As enacted, S. 1798 is 
96-454, approved October 15. 


Public Law 


Judicial Councils Reform and 
Judicial Conduct and Disability 
Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 1873 Into Law. 
October 15, 1980 


I am pleased to sign into law S. 1873, 
the Judicial Councils Reform and Judicial 
Conduct and Disability Act of 1980. This 
legislation creates,a mechanism and uni- 
form procedures by which members of the 
judiciary can respond to allegations of 
unfitness against Federal judges. It makes 
a sound accommodation between two es- 
sential values—preserving the independ- 
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ence of the Federal judiciary, and mak- 
ing judges, as public servants, account- 
able under the law for their conduct in 
office. 

Our Federal judiciary has a long and 
honorable history, one that has set a high 
standard for society as a whole. Almost 
without exception, the judges who have 
served in the Federal courts have con- 
ducted themselves with intellectual and 
personal distinction. But judges are hu- 
man and have on rare occasions acted in 
ways that have injured the effectiveness 
of their courts. 

The Constitution provides that Federal 
judges may be removed from office 
through the impeachment process. This 
procedure is cumbersome and is applied 
only to the most egregious cases. During 
the entire history of our Nation, only 
four Federal judges have been convicted 
and removed from office by impeachment. 
Experience has shown that if only the 
massive machinery of impeachment is 
available, some valid complaints will not 
be remedied. Most States have systems for 
dealing with unfit judges, and there is a 
need for a uniform, nationwide system to 
hear and fairly determine complaints 
against Federal judges. 

Judicial independence—the freedom of 
judges to interpret and apply the law 
without favor or fear of retribution—is 
amply safeguarded by this legislation. 
The system created by this act is contained 
entirely within the judicial branch of the 
Government; only Federal judges are in- 
volved in the process. No judge need fear 
disciplinary proceedings as a result of de- 
cisions he or she has rendered, because 
this possibility is «xplicitly precluded. 
Furthermore, the bill assures the judges of 
fairness and confidentiality. 

At the same time, the legislation creates 
uniform, known procedures for dealing 
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with an unfit judge. Citizens can be con- 
fident that a complaint filed under this 
system will receive fair and serious atten- 
tion throughout the process. For all these 
reasons the new process should increase 
public confidence in the quality of the 
Federal judiciary. 

The development of this legislation has 
required the energy and cooperation of 
many individuals, particularly the Ju- 
diciary Committees of the Congress. I 
want to commend especially Senators 
Kennedy, DeConcini, Nunn, and Bayh, 
and Congressmen Rodino, Kastenmeier, 
and Railsback for their work on this im- 
portant legislation. 

NoTE: As enacted, S. 1873 is Public Law 96- 
458, approved October 15. 


Federal District Court 
Organization Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 8178 Into Law. 
October 15, 1980 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
8178, the Federal District Court Organi- 
zation Act of 1980. This legislation helps 
to ensure that the organizational structure 
of the Federal courts will reflect the needs 
and conditions of the areas they serve. To 
this end, the act creates a new place of 
holding court in Santa Anna, Calif., and 
alters somewhat the geographical bound- 
aries of Federal courts in Iowa, Missouri, 
North Carolina, and Texas. 

The organizational structure of the 
Federal courts has an impact on the over- 
all effectiveness of our justice system. In 
the past, the organization of the district 
courts has tended to evolve in response to 
local pressures rather than to considera- 
tion of the long-term needs and goals of 
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the judicial system as a whole. I commend 
Congress for processing district court 
legislation in a comprehensive manner. 
Congressman Robert Kastenmeier, chair- 
man of the Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Adminis- 
tration of Justice, deserves special recog- 
nition for developing this approach. 


NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 8178 is Public Law 
96-462, approved October 15. 


President’s Committee on 
Mental Retardation 


Appointment of Nine Members. 
October 15, 1980 


The President today announced the 
appointment of nine persons as members 
of the President’s Committee on Mental 
Retardation. They are: 


A. Omre Brown, of Madison, Wis., a coun- 
selor at the University of Wisconsin counsel- 
ing service and a founder of the Native 
American Indian Children’s Advocacy. 

JosepH A. Buonomo, of Arlington, Mass., 
president-elect of the National Association 
for Retarded Citizens and executive vice 
president of F. L. Putnam stockbrokers. 

LeonarD G. Espinosa, of Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., an attorney who is a strong advo- 
cate of the rights of mentally retarded citi- 
zens and is active in organizations such as 
the National Association for Retarded 
Citizens. 

Litt EvANGELISTA, of the Bronx, N.Y., a 
pediatrician specializing in treating children 
with cerebral palsy, who is assistant clinical 
professor of pediatrics and rehabilitation at 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
medical director of Lincoln Children’s 
Evaluation and Rehabilitation Clinic. 

Lema ILEANA CoLLapo HERRELL, of Potomac, 
Md., an adviser on Hispanic affairs to the 
Montgomery County Government Depart- 
ment of Family Resources, previously a 
school psychologist. 
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Rosert GREENE JORDAN, Jr., of Germantown, 
Tenn., professor of pediatrics and child de- 
velopment at the University of Tennessee 
College of Medicine and director of the uni- 
versity’s Child Development Center (re- 
appointment). 

Wituiam L. McGowan, of Clifton Park, N.Y., 
president of the New York State Civil Serv- 
ice Employees Association and former chair 
of the Mental Hygiene Presidents’ Associa- 
tion. 

ANDERSON W. Po.tarp, of Pasadena, Calif., 
community liaison officer with the child psy- 
chiatry and mental retardation program of 
UCLA’s Neuropsychiatric Institute and a 
director of the American Association on 
Mental Deficiency and the Handicapped 
Early Childhood Assistance Program (re- 
appointment). 

VaLaipa SmitH WALKER, of Yeadon, Pa., an 
associate professor and chairperson-elect of 
the department of special education at 
Temple University, formerly commissioner 
of mental retardation for the southeastern 
region for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Welfare. 


National Advisory Committee on 
Oceans and Atmosphere 


Appointment of Seven Members. 
October 15, 1980 


The President today announced the 
appointment of seven persons as members 
of the National Advisory Committee on 
Oceans and Atmosphere. They are: 


Sytvia A. Earve, of San Francisco, Calif., a 
marine botanist, curator of phycology with 
the California Academy of Sciences, and 
chief scientist on the Sea Films research 
vessel Eagle. 

Burt H. Keenan, of Lafayette, La., chairman 
of the board and chief executive officer of 
Offshore Logistics, Inc., a major transporta- 
tion company serving the offshore oil indus- 
try, operating a fleet of work vessels and 
helicopters. 
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Jay G. Lanzit1o, of Orleans, Mass., a working 
fisherman, industry representative for Chat- 
ham Seafood Cooperative and Old Harbor 
Fish Co., and a member of the New England 
Fisheries Development Task Force. 

SHARRON STEWART, of Lake Jackson, Tex., di- 
rector of the Texas Environmental Coalition, 
former chairman of the Task Force on 
Coastal Zone Management of the Texas 
Committee on Natural Resources (reappoint- 
ment). 

Georce G. Tapper, of Port St. Joe, Fla., presi- 
dent of Tapper and Co. (steamship agents), 
Southern States Shipping Co. (customhouse 
brokers and freight forwarders), and St. Joe 
Stevedoring Co.; chairman of the Port St. 
Joe Port Authority, where he is working on a 
project to build a seafood and agriculture 
exporting port to use underutilized species 
of fish. 

Cuartes H. Warren, of Sacramento, Calif., 
an attorney, former Chairman of the Coun- 
cil on Environmental Quality, a former Cali- 
fornia State legislator. 

WarrEN M. WasuincTon, of Boulder, Colo., 
a research scientist and director of the Na- 
tional Center for Atmospheric Research 
(reappointment). 


Boston, Massachusetts 


Remarks to Senior Citizens. 
October 15, 1980 


Senator Kennedy, Speaker O'Neill, 
Mayor Kevin White, my fellow workers 
in Washington, and those State and local 
officials who are here today: 

It’s a very great honor for me to be in 
this wonderful community with a man 
whom I’ve admired and heard from for a 
long time, Frank Manning. I’m glad to 
hear he’s going to get out of the hospital 
Friday. [Laughter] If he can do this much 


‘Mr. Manning, president of the Massachu- 
setts Association of Older Americans, made 
one of the introductory speeches. 
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before he gets out of the hospital, just 
imagine what he can do after he gets out 
of the hospital. 

Nothing in the world can thrill a Presi- 
dent’s heart so much as to travel around 
this Nation and see the wonderful spirit 
and the idealism and commitment and the 
unselfishness and the hard work and the 
effectiveness of the senior citizens of our 
country, who’ve learned through experi- 
ence what our Nation is and what it can 
be for a better life in the future. There’s a 
tremendous potential among those who’ve 
reached retirement age or who are ap- 
proaching retirement age. It hasn’t been 
long since it was a rare thing for someone 
to live to be 70 or 80 years old, but in the 
1980’s that will be the fastest growing 
part of the American population. 

If you’ll pardon my making a personal 
reference, my own mother, with whom I 
talked late last night, she said, “Don’t in- 
terrupt me till the ballgame’s over.” 
[Laughter] She’s 82 now. She just recently 
broke her hip. But she’s dynamic and 
vigorous, just as young as she ever was. 
Each day when she wakes up, it’s a new 
opportunity for her to stretch her mind 
and stretch her heart, to make more 
friends, to learn more about God’s world, 
and to let her life be meaningful to those 
around her. 

She’s not much different from anyone 
here. Not many people when they’re 68 
years old volunteer for the Peace Corps 
and go to India and stay a couple of years 
and come back and start a new career. 
But she typifies in my own personal life 
the treasure of the senior citizens of this 
country. 

And I can’t help making one more per- 
sonal reference about Senator Kennedy’s 
dear mother—90 years old, recently also 
hospitalized, now fully on the road to re- 
covery—and what she means to this Na- 
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tion. People in every community almost 
in the entire world look on her, epitomiz- 
ing in a highly publicized but very per- 
sonal way the meaning of a family and 
the meaning of faith and the meaning of 
confidence and the meaning of deep re- 
ligious convictions that never change. 

Frank Manning, my mother, Mrs. Rose 
Kennedy are more famous than a lot of 
people. But they are examples of the 
courage and the commitment and the 
worth to our country of tens of millions 
of people just like you: men and women 
who, after they reach retirement age—and 
we've raised the mandatory retirement 
age, as you know, very much, and I think 
we might raise it some more—have a 
chance to start a new life in many ways, 
new interests, to make new friends, to 
continue to grow. 

This election this year is a very im- 
portant test in history of what our Na- 
tion will be in the future. 

I grew up on a small farm in the de- 
pression years in Georgia. I remember 
those depression years. I remember the 
minimum wage fights in the Congress, 
when the sweat shops were put in dan- 
ger by the Democrats and they advocated 
a 25-cent minimum wage. The Demo- 
crats were for it; the Republicans against 
it. My first job as a high school grad- 
uate was when the minimum wage had 
been raised to 40 cents an hour. That 
enormous increase from 25 cents to 40 
cents was supported and _ eventually 
passed by the Democrats; the Republi- 
cans were against it. You might say, “Well 
that’s just ancient history. The Republi- 
cans have changed.” But do you know 
what my opponent says about that mini- 
mum wage? He said it’s caused more un- 
employment and more suffering than 
anything since the Great Depression. 
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I know how a family feels when they’re 
unemployed, when they’re temporarily out 
of work and the children need food and 
clothes, need a way to go to school. Un- 
employment compensation is a program 
put into effect by the Democrats; Re- 
publicans, of course, were against it. My 
opponent says that “Unemployment com- 
pensation is just a prepaid vacation for 
freeloaders.” This kind of philosophy 
permeates the difference between the 
Democrats and Republicans; it always 
has, it does now, and predictably it will 
in the future. 

I remember what John F. Kennedy 
said about senior citizens at an older 
people’s meeting at the White House. He 
said, “It’s not enough for a great nation 
merely to have added new years to life. 
Our objective must also be to add new 
life to those years.” That’s still the ob- 
jective of the Democratic Party. We 
must make sure that those opportunities 
for a better life are realized, because at 
this moment, in this election the choice 
will be made. 

When Medicare was proposed many 
years ago, obviously by a Democratic 
President, obviously supported by a 
Democratic Congress, there was a man 
who began his political career by going 
around the United States from one State 
to another speaking against Medicare. 
You might guess who that man was. It’s 
the man who’s the Republican nominee 
for President. You might say that’s an- 
cient history to be against Medicare, but 
he has also has come up strongly against 
national health insurance. 

As you know, trained by Frank Man- 
ning, supported by you, the foremost 
spokesman for better health care in this 
country, better mental health care in this 
country, the humane problems of having 
better food care in this country for the 
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poor is your own Senator Ted Kennedy. 
This is the kind of opposition that we 
Democrats all face together. 

Social security is the cornerstone of a 
decent life for older Americans. When 
Franklin Roosevelt proposed social secu- 
rity, the Republican opposition said this 
is the same as communism or socialism. 
Social security has been one of the great- 
est things that ever happened to our 
country. 

And when I came here in 1976 to 
campaign for President and when I went 
to all the communities throughout this 
country to campaign for the highest office 
in our land, there was a general feeling 
then that social security was on the way 
toward bankruptcy. But Father Drinan, 
Joe Moakley, also Tip O'Neill, Senator 
Kennedy, all of the Democrats rallied 
together to put social security back on its 
feet, to make sure it was a sound program 
and free of the threat of bankruptcy that 
had been built up during the previous 8 
years, when Republican Presidents 
occupied the White House. We made that 
change. 

But if social security was ever ma‘e to 
be a voluntary program, so that anybody 
who wanted to could withdraw from it, 
not contribute to its trust fund any longer, 
but seek some other private or not have 
any sort of retirement system, those who 
depend on social security would have lost 
their security. 

We must be sure that we keep in mind 
the issues that are at stake in just exactly 
3 weeks from now. Our country is a great 
country. It’s great not because of its mili- 
tary might, which is enormous, it’s great 
not because of its economic might, which 
transcends that of all nations on Earth, 
it’s great because of its moral principles, 
its ethical principles, and because, as Sen- 
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ator Kennedy pointed out, we’ve put our 
investment in human beings. 

It’s necessary for a nation to have a 
strong military force, but the best weapon 
is one that’s never fired in combat, and 
the best soldier is one that never has to 
lay his life down or shed his blood on the 
field of battle. We’ve got to have a nation 
strong, but one at peace. 

Times don’t change much. When you 
look at history, you see a repetition of the 
political combat that has been in our Na- 
tion since it was first founded. My Re- 
publican opponent quite often quotes the 
eloquent words of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
On occasion he quotes Harry Truman. 
On occasion he quotes John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. But then a couple of months ago 
in an interview with Time magazine, he 
said, and I quote him: “If you look back, 
you find that those great social reforms 
really didn’t work.” And he continues to 
say that the compassionate programs of 
the New Deal were actually based on 
fascism. Franklin D. Roosevelt wouldn’t 
approve of a candidate who said that 
quoting his own words. 

There is a lot at stake in this election: 
minimum wage, we've improved it 
greatly; unemployment compensation, 
the Congress is now extending it an addi- 
tional period of time to protect families 
whose incomes are in danger; Medicare, 
it’s stronger and better than ever; social 
security, now sound; national health in- 
surance, comprehensive health care, it’s 
coming in the years ahead, and not too 
long, I pray. These kinds of issues, impor- 
tant to you, are also important to your 
children and my children and your grand- 
children and my grandchildren. As we 
have been protected in our generation by 
the courage and conviction of Democrats 
in the past, it’s our responsibility to be 
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just as courageous, just as dedicated, just 
as unselfish, as election days approach, to 
protect the integrity and the quality of 
life of those whom we also love. 

Finally, let me say to you that I'll be 
campaigning day and night between now 
and election day on November the 4th. 
Senator Ted Kennedy will go with me to- 
day to Pennsylvania, or to New Jersey, 
and we'll be campaigning together there. 
We'll be together next weekend in Wash- 
ington, D.C., come back together to cam- 
paign in New York. He’s been to Cali- 
fornia to campaign with me, to show the 
unity that exists in the party on which 
we depend. 

You are partners with us. And what 
you do the next 3 weeks, on the telephone, 
im your own neighborhood, with your 
families, throughout this State, and per- 
haps throughout the Nation, can make the 
difference. I know from careful observa- 
tion and poll results today that the elec- 
tion is very close. It’s very close in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. You 
can make the difference. The responsibil- 
ity for the future of our country is on my 
shoulders, yes; but it’s on your shoulders, 
as well. 

We’ve got to make sure that we con- 
tinue to have a good energy program, ade- 
quate fuel supplies, not turned over to the 
oil companies. We’ve got to give financial 
assistance to the elderly and the poor to 
pay those high energy bills. The breadth 
of what we must do for human beings to 
have a better life and for a great nation 
to stay at peace is very, very complicated 
and very broad. You understand those 
basic issues, just like religious beliefs, just 
like the love of one’s own family, just like 
morality and ethics that guide our lives 
and a concern for one another. These po- 
litical principles do not change. 
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And I ask you to join with me and with 
those other Democrats assembled on this 
stage to go all out the next 3 weeks, so 
that when November the 4th comes, we’ll 
celebrate again and keep this Nation on a 
good path toward future progress, hu- 
maneness, compassion, and love, as the 
Democrats have always done. I want to 
see a tremendous Democratic victory in 
Massachusetts and throughout the Nation 
on November the 4th. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in 
the Christopher Columbus Community Center 
gymnasium. 


Boston, Massachusetts 


Remarks to Local Residents. 
October 15, 1980 


I want to make a deal with you. I need 
you to help me be elected President. And, 
as you know, Presidents have a limited 
amount of authority, but I’m asking the 
authorities to give all these five schools the 
day off tomorrow. How would you like 
that? [Applause] Now don’t you forget, 
this is a Democratic holiday, not a Repub- 
lican holiday, right? 

What a beautiful day this is. Just look 
around you. Look at the beautiful blue 
sky, just breathe the fresh air. I guess the 
trees and the volcanoes took a day off 
today, right? 

One thing that I’d like to say, and I'll 
be very brief: Young people, adults, sen- 
ior citizens all have an opportunity every 
4 years to shape the future of this country, 
to look to the years ahead to see what kind 


of nation we will have. One person, a 
few people, can make a lot of difference. 
Back in 1960, if 28,000 people had voted 
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differently in Texas and if just a few thou- 
sand had voted differently in the State of 
Illinois, John Fitzgerald Kennedy would 
never have been President of this great 
Nation. In 1968 the contest was primarily 
between Hubert Humphrey, Richard Nix- 
on, and a third candidate named George 
Wallace. George Wallace took a lot of 
votes away from the Democratic nominee. 
The election was very close. Had Demo- 
crats remembered the future of our Nation 
and had Democrats in 1968 given their 
support to a great man, Hubert Hum- 
phrey, Richard Nixon would never have 
been President of this country and we 
would have saved ourselves a lot of embar- 
rassment and a major setback in the pro- 
grams that are important to you and to 
the people that you love. 

I’ve come here today as a Democrat in 
the tradition of Franklin Roosevelt, Harry 
Truman, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Lyn- 
don Baines Johnson, Hubert Humphrey 
to remind you of the past, to let you 
know that what a great nation we have 
today, and how much better nation we 
can have in the future. Don’t forget to 
work hard, because it’s an investment for 
yourselves and for the people who look 
to you whom you love. 

It’s also an investment in the peace of 
our country and the humanitarian ideals 
that have bound Democrats together. So, 
take the day off tomorrow. Between now 
and the next 3 weeks work hard, and let’s 
elect Democrats from the top all the way 
to the bottom and show the Republicans 
that we can fight when the time comes. 

Thank you very much. God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. out- 


side the Christopher Columbus Community 
Center. 
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Boston, Massachusetts 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Fundraising Luncheon. 


October 15, 1980 


Senator Kennedy, Governor King, 
Speaker O’Neill, Speaker McGee,’ dis- 
tinguished public servants in State and 
local government, Members of the Con- 
gress, and my friends: 

I’m glad to be back in this beautiful 
city, this exciting community. 

One of the most memorable experiences 
that I’ve had as President was coming 
here for the dedication of the library for 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy. It was a day 
when God smiled on us. It was a day that 
brought back memories to my heart and 
to my mind that were almost overwhelm- 
ing. It was a day of personal gratification 
for the members of the Kennedy family. 
And it was a day of reminder to our Na- 
tion of what a brave man had meant. To 
me, perhaps uniquely in that audience— 
and I made a brief speech—it brought 
back the recollection of what the Presi- 
dency means, not only to Americans but 
to the rest of the world. 

The general election is a sobering ex- 
perience in a democracy. The primary 
campaigns are exciting. The combatants 
present their views. The voters want to 
express their displeasure about some of 
the temporary, transient inconveniences 
in life. They want to keep the contest 
going. There’s a chance to send a message 
to Washington. There’s a chance to sup- 
port a large number of distinguished 
Americans who seek the highest office in 
the land. But when the general election 
approaches it’s a time of sober thought. 


1Thomas McGee, speaker of the Massa- 
chusetts House of Delegates. 
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A President has a responsibility for the 
life of our country, the quality of life of 
people who live in it, opportunity for 
those who’ve been deprived; the quality 
of compassion and love expressed by our 
Central Government; a choice between 
progress and retrogression; a choice be- 
tween pure air and clean water and a 
return to pollution that has plagued our 
lives in days gone by; a choice between 
cooperation and partnership at the local 
level, the State level, and the Federal 
level of government, in accordance with 
our Federal system, or the driving of 
wedges that might separate us one from 
another who serve in government; a time 
of assessment of our Nation’s strength— 
where it lies, the basis for it, and more 
importantly of all, how it will be used. 

Ours is the strongest nation on Earth. 
We’re the strongest nation militarily, and 
we won’t let any other country become 
stronger than we are. Our Nation is the 
strongest nation on Earth economically, 
and we try to use our economic strength 
in a benevolent way—protecting our own 
interests, yes, but thinking about others. 

Ours is the strongest nation on Earth 
politically. There is no nation in this 
whole world now, large or small, new or 
old, that wants to pattern its system of 
government after that of the Soviet 
Union. But in the last few years, with the 
heavy emphasis on human rights, a lot of 
countries have abandoned military or 
other dictatorships and totalitarian gov- 
ernments and have moved toward the ex- 
pression, in democracies, of basic human 
rights. Ours is a country with unswerving 
moral commitments, ethical standards, 
religious freedom. Separation of church 
and state is important to us and the draw- 
ing of particular definitions, religious def- 
initions, of what a public official must be, 


Oct. 15 


contrary to the historical principles of our 
country. 

These kinds of responsibilities are a 
President’s. The questions that come to 
my desk, the problems that come to my 
desk are perhaps the most complicated 
and difficult of all. If a question can be 
answered in a person’s private life or 
within an individual’s home or in a city 
hall or a county courthouse or in a State 
legislature or a Governor's office, the 
question never comes to me. But if the 
question is so complicated, so difficult, 
involves the lives of people so intensely, it 
comes to the Oval Office, and I share it 
with Speaker O’Neill and I share it with 
Senator Kennedy and others and try to 
resolve it in a way that’s acceptable to us 
in a historical context. 

I look at the historical nature of 
things—what happened to John Ken- 
nedy, yes, but also what happened to 
Harry Truman, what happened to 
Dwight Eisenhower, even what happened 
to Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford—because 
I’m part of a continum, the 39th person 
that’s lived in the White House—the 38th 
that’s lived in the White House, Washing- 
ton wasn’t President when the White 
House was built. But this is a time of 
thinking about those serious matters. 

I want our country to stay at peace. I 
want our country to keep high the banner 
of human rights. I want our country not 
ever to forget what made us great and the 
crises that can evolve in the Oval Office 
if those questions are answered incor- 
rectly, if there is a misjudgment, if there 
is an abandonment of that continuum of 
commitment on a bipartisan basis. 

Every President since Harry Truman 
has strongly been an advocate of nuclear 
arms control. My background is in phys- 
ics. I worked for Admiral Rickover as a 
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young officer, the senior officer of one of 
the first two nuclear submarines ever 
built. I was taught then, not too many 
years after we used two atomic weapons, 
what it could mean. 

Those atomic weapons pale into rela- 
tive insignificance when you talk about 
what it is now. You see terrorism in Jeru- 
salem, terrorism in a synagogue in Paris, 
where a few pounds of TNT is used to 
kill dozens or sometimes hundreds of peo- 
ple. Now we talk about megatons. A 
megaton is a lot of explosive. It would 
take—we figured on the airplane this 
morning—putting 50 tons of TNT in a 
boxcar, a train more than 200 miles long 
to hold 1 megaton of TNT. The con- 
trol of that kind of destructive force is per- 
haps the most important, single responsi- 
bility on the shoulder of a President. 

My opponent has said, concerning the 
SALT treaty which Ford, Nixon, and Car- 
ter negotiated, that he wanted to tear it 
up, withdraw it from consideration in the 
Senate. And he said that he thought the 
best approach to arms control was to 
threaten the possibility of a nuclear arms 
race. And he called for superiority in nu- 
clear weaponry. On the surface it doesn’t 
sound too bad for a proud American to 
say, “Superiority!” But we've always 
negotiated for balance, relative equality, 
tight controls, supervision, and then 
reductions. 

You can imagine the reaction of Amer- 
icans if Brezhnev said, “We want nu- 
clear superiority, and on that basis we'll 
negotiate with you to control nuclear 
weapons.” We wouldn’t accept it; neither 
will they. 

An arms race could cost tens of billions 
of dollars; Harold Brown estimated this 
week perhaps a hundred billion dollars. 
That’s not what our country needs. It’s a 
matter of judgment. 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


The crises that come to me—I handle 
them every day. I have not had a single 
day in the White House when problems 
didn’t exist somewhere in the world. If I 
handle that problem successfully, the 
chances are you never know about it. But 
if I make a misjudgment, that potential 
crisis could affect your life and the life of 
everyone you love, perhaps everyone in 
this country. 

I’m not omniscient. I make mistakes. 
I’m a human being. But to know the 
course of history and to understand the 
principles of this Nation and to have the 
partnership in effect, people like Tip 
O’Neill and Ted Kennedy and Paul 
Tsongas and others, and you, is the best 
insurance that we’ve got that we don’t 
make a serious mistake. 

I’m not insinuating anything under- 
handedly about my opponent, but there’s 
a pattern that concerns me. There are 
trouble spots always in the world, and I 
and my predecessors, Democratic and 
Republican, have had to deal with those 
trouble spots in a diplomatic way, using 
America’s military strength, yes, as a kind 
of a backup, but negotiating and talking 
and sitting around a peace table. That’s 
important. My Republican opponent has 
called for the injection of American mili- 
tary forces repeatedly into trouble spots 
around the world—North Korea, Ecua- 
dor, Angola, Rhodesia, Cyprus. You 
might say that’s ancient history, he’s 
changed—this year, Cuba, Pakistan, the 
Middle East. The choice is a very serious 
one, and the American people, I think, 
this last 3 weeks will think about these 
things. 

The last point I want to make is about 
basic equality. I’m from the South. Had it 
not been for Martin Luther King, Jr., I 
would not be standing here. Had we not 
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been forced—against our will, I have to 
admit—to obey the laws and to obey the 
principles of the Constitution of the 
United States, I would not have had a 
chance to be the first southern President 
since 1844. 

My State is loyal, too. I appreciate it 
very much what Ted Kennedy said about 
Massachusetts. Georgia voted for Al 
Smith in ’28. [Laughter] Georgia voted for 
Adlai Stevenson in ’52. Georgia voted for 
Adlai Stevenson in ’56. Georgia voted for 
John Kennedy in *60, with a bigger mar- 
gin than Massachusetts did. [Laughter] 

So, we’ve been loyal Democrats, and I 
would like to capitalize on that partner- 
ship that exists between Georgia and 
Massachusetts this time. But I can tell you 
that the issue in Massachusetts is in doubt. 
I’ve seen the polls; so have you. And the 
memory and the reminder of what the 
Democratic Party is in that continuum is 
important. 

I talked to Paul Tsongas last night, a 
great new Senator, and he said when he 
got back to Massachusetts from campaign- 
ing for me and others on the west coast 
that he’s going to point out the danger of 
a third candidate. A few minutes ago at 
Christopher Columbus school, I reminded 
people about 68. George Wallace was a 
third candidate, very popular in certain 
States in the Nation, not just in the South. 
And he took away from Hubert Hum- 
phrey enough votes to put Richard Nixon 
in the White House. 

Well, I want to remind you that it’s 
important for you not only to help finan- 
cially, which I really appreciate and which 
I really need, but to help with your in- 
fluence and your voice and your hard 
work and your commitment during this 
next 3 weeks. 
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Finally, yesterday my opponent pledged, 
in one of his series of rapid changes, to 
appoint a woman as one of his first ap- 
pointees to the U.S. Supreme Court. I 
understand why he made that statement 
at this point in the campaign. What he 
doesn’t seem to realize is that equal rights 
for women involves more than just one 
job for one woman. What he doesn’t seem 
to realize is that what’s at stake here is 
economic justice and social justice, legal 
justice for a hundred million women. If 
he believes that, in that he ought to sup- 
port the equal rights amendment, aban- 
don that support, and substitute this for it, 
he’s mistaken. My six predecessors in the 
White House supported the equal rights 
amendment. The Republican Party for 40 
years, in its platform, supported the equal 
rights amendment, until this year. 

I'm not going to make a campaign 
promise to name any particular kind of 
person to the Supreme Court on my first 
appointment. I don’t think that’s proper. 
But my record’s clear. I’ve appointed more 
women to the Supreme Court than all 
the Presidents in the history of this coun- 
try combined—I mean to the district 
courts, Federal courts. I’ve appointed 
more blacks, twice as many blacks to the 
Federal courts as all the Presidents in this 
country combined, more Hispanics. I'll 
continue that kind of approach. 

But the combination of principle, con- 
tinuity, historic nature of a party, a re- 
minder of what makes our Nation great, 
the temptation to take an election for 
granted—those are the kind of thoughts 
that prey on my mind. I’m here with you 
as a partner, an American partner, a 
Democratic partner, trying to carry on 
the principles of our party and our Na- 
tion. I’ll have to depend on you to help 
me up here. The issue is in doubt. But 
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with your help, I have absolutely no doubt 
that on November the 4th we'll have a 
tremendous Democratic victory in Massa- 
chusetts and throughout this great land 
of ours. 

Thank you. God bless you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. in 


the Boston/Lynn Room at Anthony’s Pier Four 
Restaurant. 


Yatesville, Pennsylvania 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
ata Town Meeting. October 15, 1980 


Tue Present. Thank you, Bob Casey. 

When you have a man like Bob Casey 
with you, you’re way ahead of the game to 
start with, right? [Cheers] I’m also very 
glad to be in the district of Congressman 
Musto, who—[applause|—I can see you 
know a lot about him already, right? He’s 
a man who gets things done and doesn’t 
waste much time doing it. I noticed, as 
President, that he was sworn in one day, 
and the next day he announced a $1.2 
million grant from the Economic Develop- 
ment Administration. That’s the fastest 
work I’ve ever seen on Capitol Hill. 

I just came from a series of Democratic 
rallies in Boston, Massachusetts, with Sen- 
ator Ted Kennedy. And being in Boston 
at a political with Ted Kennedy is like 
being, as you know, in Veterans Stadium 
with Pete Rose. It’s a nice arrangement to 
have. When you’re going into the home 
stretch of a major contest they’re the kind 
of people that you want to have on your 
team. 

I know a lot of you are thinking per- 
haps as much or more about baseball as 
you are about politics. This Presidential 
campaign is kind of like the national pen- 
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nant race. It’s tight, it’s going down to the 
wire, and if you support me the way you 
did the Phillies, we’re going to pull this 
one out together. And in this race you can 
be a player, too—right?—not just a spec- 
tator. 

Pete Rose and others are heroes in this 
State. I come from Georgia. If you ask 
almost anyone in Georgia, “Who is the 
greatest football player who ever played 
in this country?” they would say Charlie 
Trippi. As a matter of fact, he played at 
the University of Georgia when I was in 
college. Unfortunately, I was at Georgia 
Tech. They wiped us out, with his help. 
And I remember that he went to World 
War II, interrupted his college educa- 
tion, came back later, continued his col- 
lege career, went to the Sugar Bowl, 
helped win a victory, threw a 67-yard pass, 
which I think is still the Sugar Bowl 
record. 


Those years, during the war, the Sec- 
ond World War, were a time of testing for 
our country. Since then we have lived 
under the threat of a nuclear war, almost 
continually since World War II. Peace is 
not an accident. It has to be won every 
day, against all the forces that would 
gamble with the fate of the world. And 
that’s the reason that I went to a man like 
Ed Muskie to ask him to be my Secretary 
of State, to be at my side in this daily 
battle for peace. I don’t know if you know 
it or not, but Ed Muskie’s father lived in 
Dixon City. 


CaMPAIGN ISSUES 


Presidents have a lot of responsibility, 
but the number one responsibility on the 
shoulder of any President is the security 
of our Nation and the continuing peace 
based on our unsurpassed strength. Our 
security doesn’t depend just on military 
strength. We will never let another nation 
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be superior to us in military strength, but 
there are other elements that are impor- 
tant to you and important to me. We must 
have alternative energy sources so that we 
are not subservient to or subject to black- 
mail from the OPEC oil countries. We 
must have a strong economy. We must re- 
build our industrial base. 


The spirit that turned the wilderness 
into the greatest industrial nation on Earth 
is still at work today building a new future 
for America. 


In the past few weeks I’ve seen this 
spirit at work—a modern textile mill, like 
some of those you have around here; a 
modern steel mill, like some of those in 
Pennsylvania; a more productive and 
modern coal mine, like some of those in 
Pennsylvania; a fine grain terminal now 
shipping more American agricultural 
products overseas than ever before in 
history. 

I’ve seen 1981 cars coming off the as- 
sembly line—the best built, best designed, 
safest, and most durable cars in the world. 


And I recommend that when you get 
ready to trade cars and go to the local 
dealers, give those American cars a 
chance. 


Everywhere I go I see what American 
workers can do if American workers are 
given modern tools and modern plants. As 
has always been the case in this democ- 
racy, the future of America is in the strong 
hands of American workers like you in 
Pittston, Wilkes-Barre, Scranton. It’s a 
good future. It’s a future in which young 
people can make plans and older people 
can retire without fear. It’s a future in 
which America will always remain strong, 
not only politically, militarily, and eco- 
nomically, but morally and ethically as 
well. 


The election this year is extremely 
important to working people. On one side, 
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we have the Republican Party. I remem- 
ber growing up during the Depression 
years in Georgia. The Democrats pro- 
posed a minimum wage—25 cents an 
hour. The Republicans were against it. 
My first job was as a high school grad- 
uate. By then the Democrats, over Repub- 
lican opposition, had raised the minimum 
wage to 40 cents. I remember when Frank- 
lin Roosevelt put forward the idea of 
social security. The Republicans were 
against it; the Democrats passed it. 

Times haven’t changed. This time we 
have a Republican candidate running 
against me who said, this year, and I quote 
him, “The minimum wage has caused 
more misery and unemployment than any- 
thing since the Great Depression.” 

We Democrats, since I’ve been in of- 
fice, have enacted the biggest increases 
in the minimum wage in history, because 
we believe that working people deserve 
decent pay for a day’s hard work. That’s 
always been the case with the Democratic 
Party. 

In this particular metropolitan area— 
Pittston, Scranton, Wilkes-Barre—since 
I’ve been in office, we’ve got 28,000 more 
people at work than the day I was inau- 
gurated, but we still have people who are 
unemployed. 

I know from experience how a family 
feels when the mother or father, the bread- 
winner, are temporarily out of work. On 
one side, you’ve got a Republican candi- 
date running against me who calls recipi- 
ents of unemployment compensation, and 
I quote, “freeloaders wanting a prepaid 
vacation plan.” We Democrats—Fritz 
Mondale, Ted Kennedy, Jimmy Carter, 
most of you—have fought to extend un- 
employment benefits for workers in hard- 
hit industries. 
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On one side, you’ve got a Republican 
candidate who was a major spokesman— 
he traveled around the country; his first 
introduction to politics—in a nationwide 
campaign against Medicare, and who now 
opposes national health insurance. The 
Republican candidate said many times 
that he was for making social security 
voluntary. This would be the end of a 
sound social security system. It would de- 
stroy it. 

We need a President whose views on 
the basic integrity of the social security 
system are not subject to change. 

We Democrats averted the collapse that 
faced social security 4 years ago, when I 
was campaigning for President in Penn- 
sylvania after 8 years of Republican rule 
in the Oval Office. We’re for strengthen- 
ing social security and Medicare and we’re 
for national health insurance. I’m a Dem- 
ocrat in the same tradition as Franklin 
Roosevelt and John Kennedy. We do not 
believe in taxing benefits from social se- 
curity. We will not take away the social 
security beneficiary’s right to have pay- 
ments increase to compensate for the cost 
of living with inflation. 

We have always understood, as Dem- 
ocrats, that the working people of Amer- 
ica have built and made this Nation great. 
They knew it when the labor movement 
itself started right in the coal mines of 
Pennsylvania that it was not a movement 
of freeloaders, but of free Americans 
building a better life for themselves and 
for us, their children. They knew that if 
American workers have a chance with 
tools and modern equipment, if American 
workers could continue to get a fair deal, 
they could maintain the strength and free- 
dom of this country and build a better 
world for people here and everywhere. 

And finally let me say that we Demo- 
crats have pulled this country out of the 
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recession that we faced in 1976. We’ve 
created more jobs in the last 3 years, in 
spite of very serious economic problems, 
on a nationwide basis than ever before 
in any President’s term in history. We 
still have a long way to go. If we stick 
together, we can do it. 

The revitalization program that I have 
proposed will create in the next 2 years a 
million additional new jobs in growing 
and competitive industries. We'll modern- 
ize our basic industries like coal, steel, 
automobiles, encourage high technology 
industry to come into areas like yours to 
use the hard coal, the anthracite coal that 
you have to make clean-burning and eas- 
ily transportable synthetic gas, synthetic 
oil. We’ll make use of these vast coal re- 
sources for a new life for anthracite coal. 
I want to see OPEC oil replaced in the 
world energy markets with Pennsylvania 
coal. 

We've got a long way to go. We’ve 
faced a lot of problems in the past. We'll 
face these that we have today and have 
a better life for all Americans. 

And now, I want to have your ques- 
tions. 


QUESTIONS 


PENNSYLVANIA COAL INDUSTRY 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Dorothy 
Charge. What do you propose to do with 
our coal industry in Pennsylvania? 

Tue PresipenT. Fine. Let me point 
out to you that I’ve only been in office for 
3% years, but during that time we've 
made a lot of progress. We’ve finally got 
on the law books a new energy policy. We 
are making excellent progress. This year 
we will produce more coal in the United 
States than any other year in history. We 
also have a bright prospect for the future, 
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because the kinds of coal in the past— 
some in some parts of the Nation that 
have had very high sulfur; coal in your 
part of the Nation which has low sulfur, 
clean burning, high BTUs, difficult to 
mine, expensive to mine—will now be a 
national treasure that we can use. And 
what’s going to happen is that we’ll take 
the coal mining industry with the modern, 
safe, productive, and convenient coal 
mines—-much different from what they 
were 50 years ago or 30 years ago—com- 
bine high technology with them, create 
jobs that require the highest degree and 
level of training and pay, and let this be, as 
I say, a treasure of benefit to our whole 
country. 

Another point is that we are increas- 
ing our coal exports. We can export now 
every bit of coal that we can transport 
to our sea areas and load on ships. The 
orders are there, and we are now begin- 
ning to put in loading facilities and im- 
prove the railroads and the highways to 
get that coal to port. There’s no doubt in 
my mind that in the next 15 years, we 
can triple the amount of coal we are pro- 
ducing. This year we will produce 850 
million tons of coal in this country. In 
the past, we have never had as much as 
17 million tons of coal produced in a 
week. So far this year, 15 weeks we have 
produced over 17 million tons of coal. 
That’s the kind of production we’ve got 
already, and we’re going to triple it in 
the next 15 years. 

Q. Hooray for Carter. 

Tue Presipent. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. Carter? 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir? 


TAX REDUCTIONS 


Q. President Carter, my name is Ed 
Farrell. I’m a truck driver. Now, I know 
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that you are really trying to bring the 
coal industry back into the country and 
especially northeastern Pennsylvania, and 
I know that deregulation of trucking has 
hurt a lot of truck drivers in this valley, 
but that’s hearsay or forgotten about as 
far as a lot of things are gone. All I want 
to know is, sir, if you are reelected, will the 
middle class continue bearing the burdens 
as far as the taxes are concerned? 

Tue PresiDENnT. There is no doubt in 
my mind that next year, Ed, we will have 
substantial reductions in income taxes 
in this country. About 50 percent of the 
benefits of that income tax reduction 
will go to modernize American factories, 
tools, to create those 1 million jobs that 
I’ve described to you. The other half of 
that income tax reduction will do two 
things: one is to reduce or to match the 
amount that social security benefits would 
have increased, which will be anti-infla- 
tionary in nature, and another element 
that I want to make sure we correct is 
one tax provision that has in the past 
served to destroy American families. Now 
if a man and wife live together and both 
work they pay much higher income taxes 
than a man and woman who live to- 
gether who are not married, both of 
whom work. And I want to remove that 
marriage penalty, which will do two 
things—save people money and hold the 
family together. 

I might point out since this is a political 
year, that my opponent has proposed a 
so-called Reagan-Kemp-Roth proposal— 
a massive reduction in taxes, primarily for 
the rich. 

For instance, a family that makes 
$200,000 a year would have 35 times as 
much tax benefit as a family that made 
$20,000 a year. That’s the kind of proposal 
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that he has put forward, called Reagan- 
Kemp-Roth. It would be highly inflation- 
ary in nature. It would lead to massive 
Federal deficits and the elimination of a 
major part of the Federal Government 
programs that go to serve people about 
whom you are deeply concerned, I know. 
So, a balanced tax reduction not only 
next year, but as a steady predictable thing 
in the future, would remove a major part 
of that unwarranted burden on the 
middle-income working families and, at 
the same time, be anti-inflationary in na- 
ture and, at the same time, create new 
American jobs with modern tools and 
modern plants to keep them at work and 
keep them productive. That’s what I 
want. I believe that would suit you, too. 
THE Present. Thank you, Ed. 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


FEDERAL EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT AND 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 


name is Harold Spike Collins. I have a 
two-part question for you. If reelected, 
will your administration, as it has in the 
past, try to reduce the COLA allowance 
for retired Federal employees from twice a 
year to once a year and only allow 75 
percent of it? And the second part of my 
question is, if reelected, will you still con- 
tinue, as in the past, to try to have the 
Federal employees under the social secu- 
rity system? I think it’s going to be known 
as universal coverage. 

Tue Presipent. Harold, in my judg- 
ment, the COLA should apply on an 
annual basis, yes. The Congress has de- 
cided, for the time being, not to make a 
change. As far as the retirement benefits 
or system for Federal employees, I am not 
in favor of doing away with the retirement 
program for Federal employees and forc- 
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ing those employees to abandon what 
they’ve got and to move into the social 
security system. 

I might point out, however, that those 
of you who are interested in the social 
security system should be deeply con- 
cerned about the four different times when 
my Republican opponent has called for 
the voluntary social security system. That’s 
completely different. I’m going to keep 
the social security system intact, keep it 
sound, keep it out of bankruptcy, make 
sure that the payments are not taxed, 
make sure that the social security pay- 
ments are increased when inflation goes 
up, and also make sure we don’t change 
the age requirements to take away bene- 
fits that people have worked all their lives 
to assure. But at the same time, I’m going 
to protect the public employee. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Q. President Carter, I am very con- 
cerned about the present war between 
Iraq and Iran and how it affects our hos- 
tages. My question to you is, when was 
the last time you have had positive con- 
firmation that all of the hostages are still 
alive and well? 

Tue Present. What’s your name? 

Q. Joe Wallison. 

THE PresipENT. Joe, for almost a year 
now, I don’t believe an hour has gone by 
on any day that I’ve spent, during the 
hours that I was awake, that I didn’t think 
about or even say a prayer for those hos- 
tages. We have been through several 
phases of trying to get the hostages re- 
leased, as you know—working directly 
with the Iranian officials; working 
through intermediaries from other coun- 
tries sending secret missions to Iran, meet- 
ing Iranian officials; either directly or 
through surrogates in other countries; 
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working through the United Nations; 
making public statements; working with 
the Iranian officials—the President and 
the Foreign Minister both of whom agreed 
to release the hostages back in May. 

So far as we know, the best intelli- 
gence information we have from various 
sources, which I can’t describe to you, the 
hostages are all alive and they’re all safe. 
We have a way of communicating directly 
on occasion with three of the hostages 
who are being held in the foreign ministry 
or the department of state building in 
Tehran. I don’t believe that the Iran-Iraq 
war has put the hostages’ lives in danger. 

I have maintained since they were first 
taken two basic principles that are not 
incompatible one with another: first, to 
protect the integrity and the principles 
and the interests of my Nation, and sec- 
ondly, not to do anything as a President 
that would endanger the lives or the safety 
of the hostages or their chance to come 
back to freedom at the earliest possible 
moment. 

We believe that there ought to be an 
end to the hostilities between Iran and 
Iraq and an immediate commencement 
of negotiations to settle the disputed 
boundaries between them. This reflects 
the long-standing policy of our country 
that all territorial disputes should be set- 
tled peacefully and not by aggression. The 
United States remains committed to the 
proposition that the national security and 
integrity of Iran is in the interest of na- 
tional stability. 

We oppose any effort to dismember 
Iran, to cut away part of it and separate 
it from the rest of Iran. I hope and pray 
that now that Iran finally has elected offi- 
cials—they’ve got a President now; they’ve 
got a Prime Minister now; they’ve got a 
parliament elected called a Majles; and 
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they’ve got a speaker of that parliament 
elected—since those officials are now in 
office, there may be a chance for us to 
make some progress—I can’t predict any- 
thing because they're so unpredictable— 
toward having someone speak for the Gov- 
ernment of Iran and realize that they 
have been extremely ill-advised in keep- 
ing those hostages in their country. 

So, we’re doing everything we can to 
end the war. I don’t think it’s affecting 
the lives and safety of the hostages. We’re 
making every effort to get those hostages 
home safe, and I don’t believe that we— 
well, I can say that all of the information 
that we have indicates that the hostages 
are indeed alive and safe. 


ABORTION 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Ann 
Murphy. I’m a wife, mother, and owner 
of a small business. I would like to wel- 
come you to the beautiful Pocono North- 
east, and I would like to invite you to 
go fishing with the Murphy family at your 
convenience. My question, Mr. President, 
is: The poor women of this State have 
lost their freedom of choice. A woman 
with money has a free choice to end a 
pregnancy; however, a woman on welfare 
has no freedom to decide. What will you 
do to help all women have a freedom of 
choice? 

THE Preswent. Thank you, Ann. Ann, 
I hope you don’t withdraw your invita- 
tion to go fishing. 

Q. Oh, no, no. You're invited. 

Tue PresipENT. Ann, I am not in 
favor of abortions, and as President I 
have done everything I could to minimize 
the use of abortions in this country. When 
I was inaugurated I took an oath to up- 
hold the laws of this country and the 
Constitution of our country, so when the 
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Supreme Court makes a ruling concerning 
abortion or concerning anything, it’s my 
duty, regardless of my personal beliefs, to 
carry out the laws of this land. 

You know what the Supreme Court 
ruling is on abortion. I have taken a firm 
position against the use of Federal funds 
to pay for abortions, because people feel 
so deeply and emotionally about this sub- 
ject, on both sides. But it doesn’t seem 
right to me for the Federal Government 
to collect taxes from those who have deep 
religious feelings against abortion and use 
that same tax money to finance abortions. 

I don’t want to mislead the rest of the 
audience. I don’t see the need for a con- 
stitutional amendment on the subject. I 
believe that what the Supreme Court has 
ruled is adequate for our country. 

So, my personal beliefs are deeply 
against the use of abortions. I will oppose 
the use of Federal funds to finance abor- 
tions. But, as President, I have to uphold 
the law the way the Congress passes it 


and the way the Supreme Court interprets 
our Constitution. 
Thank you. 


PENNSYLVANIA INDUSTRIES 


Q. Hello, Mr. President. How are you? 
Tue PresvenrT. I’m fine, great. 


Q. Good. My name is Janet Pupa. 
There is such a lack of industry in our 
area that the people are moving away in 
order to provide for their families. Do you 
have any plans to bring any industry in 
our area when you return to the White 
House for the next 4 years? 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Janet. 

One of the things that has been accom- 
plished in this country in the last 3% 
years is to add a net increase of 84 mil- 
lion new jobs in this Nation, above and 
beyond what we had the day I was inau- 
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gurated. I looked at the statistics this 
morning and 28,000 of those jobs are in 
this area here, around Pittston, Wilkes- 
Barre, Scranton. The unemployment rate 
now in this area compared to when I was 
inaugurated has dropped about 19 per- 
cent. This has been in spite of a recession 
that was brought on by OPEC more than 
doubling the price of oil in just 12 months. 
As a matter of fact, in 1979 the price of 
oil increased more in that 1 year than oil 
prices had increased since oil was first dis- 
covered in Pennsylvania in the 1800’s. 
This shock that went throughout the 
world has prevented adequate growth. 
You might be interested in knowing 
that 670,000 new jobs have been created 
in this Nation in just the last 3 months. 
Housing starts have now been up for 3 
consecutive months. For 6 straight weeks, 
we have added back 4,000 automobile 
workers per week. The first sales of the 
1981 American cars have been extraordi- 
narily good. All of the new, modern cars 
that are being produced have long waiting 
lists for them. The index of leading eco- 
nomic indicators, which is kind of a con- 
glomerate measure of how the economy’s 
doing, has increased more in the last 3 
months than it has in the last 31 years. 
So, the signs are good that the economy 
is improving. I can’t predict for sure 
what’s going to happen in the future. This 
particular part of the Nation is blessed, 
because you have a high level of skilled 
employees, you’ve got a broad diversity 
now, much better than you had 50 or 60 
years ago, of different kinds of jobs that 
you can hold. You’ve got a textile indus- 
try that’s benefiting from our new trade 
policy. In the last 2 years, we have in- 
creased American exports of textile goods 
by $2 billion and, at the same time, we 
have reduced textile imports. This is 
something we’ve not done before, to sell 
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more of our textile goods overseas and to 
buy less from foreign countries. 

The last thing is you’ve got this tremen- 
dous treasure in Pennsylvania of ore, coal, 
steel, and other things that God has given 
us. And with the new technology now 
available to take your coal, for instance, 
and to make clean-burning fuel out of it 
and to use it directly with the modern 
kinds of techniques that are much differ- 
ent from the ones that your parents knew 
or my parents knew, you can have safe 
mining, productive mining, high skills in- 
volved in the technology and a much 
brighter future. 

So, I believe that in every way this par- 
ticular area of our country will be blessed 
now and in the future, because of those 
reasons. I see a good next 4 years for you. 


Q. Thank you very much. 
COAL 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Angelo 
Cefalo. I’m a retired international labor 
leader and traveled the length and 
breadth of this country and foreign coun- 
tries, also. You are now sitting in an area 
which represents the most-producing, an- 
thracite coal field in the world, including 
China and Wales. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Q. During our peak season, we em- 
ployed 180,000 miners and allied workers. 
We mined approximately 60 million tons 
of coal. Your program is an excellent pro- 
gram, but I’m wondering about the tech- 
niques that are necessary to dewater the 
mines and to go into areas which are more 
difficult now than when the coal was 
virgin; whether the Government, with 
your assistance after January 20th, 1981, 
is going to be able to revitalize those who 
are motivated to give life to the coal in- 
dustry. Are we in a position to get the 
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Congress to appropriate the money that is 
required to do this? 

Tue Preswent. That’s a good ques- 
tion, and I think I can answer it. Angelo, 
to a major degree, the Congress has al- 
ready appropriated the money through 
what is known as the windfall profits tax. 
This is a tax on the unearned profits of 
the oil companies. In the next 10 years, 
just for synthetic fuels alone, it will 
amount to $88 billion. This program is 
bigger than the space program that put a 
man on the Moon, the Marshall plan that 
rebuilt Europe, and the entire interstate 
highway system in this country put to- 
gether. 

Of that $88 billion, 75 percent of it will 
go for getting synthetic fuels out of coal. 
There is no doubt that in addition to that, 
we'll have tremendous investments in re- 
search and development—not only how to 
get fuels out of coal, gas and clean-burn- 
ing liquids, but also how to use the anthra- 
cite coal as it comes out of the mine with 
new techniques of combustion. In addi- 
tion, the new mining methods will be 
more convenient, more profitable, and 
also safer. 

The last point is that the rest of the 
world is hungry for American coal to be 
used in Belgium, France, Japan, China, 
and other places. The bottleneck now is 
that we have jumped into this program so 
quickly, and OPEC oil prices have gone 
up so rapidly, that we can’t load and ship 
and put on ships for transport the coal 
fast enough. Now, in Hampton Roads, 
Virginia—Norfolk—the average ship 
from, say, Belgium or France has to wait 
20 to 25 days after it arrives in Norfolk 
before it can get a load of coal. 

It’s just been announced this week, that 
in that area, tremendous improvements 
will be made for the storage of coal where 
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it can be stockpiled, selected, blended to 
match the ship order when it comes in 
and to load that ship rapidly and to un- 
load the hopper cars as they come from 
the mines. All of those things put together 
mean that the kind of mining that created 
a lot of problems around here with safety 
and also with problems with lungs would 
be vastly improved. 

The markets are there, and they'll be 
steady markets. These will not be markets 
that come and go every year; they'll be 
permanent markets. A lot of these foreign 
nations are willing to sign contracts for 10 
and 20 years in the future. 

This month, in about a week, at the 
White House, we’re going to have another 
conference on coal. We’ll have there the 
railroad owners and operators, the ship- 
ping owners and operators, representa- 
tives of all the ports in our Nation on the 
east and west coasts, the foreign buyers, 
the coal mine owners and representatives 
of the miners themselves and, of course, 
the agencies of the Federal Government 
involved in coal production, use, and sale, 
just to make sure that we’ve got every ob- 
stacle ironed out and that those bottle- 
necks that I described to you, like port 
facilities, are eliminated very soon. 

One last point. The miners are ex- 
tremely important and will continue to be 
the root of this tremendous treasure being 
used properly. But the advanced tech- 
nology will require scientists, engineers, 
plant operators, far beyond what has been 
required in the past just to get the coal 
out of the mines and put it on a hopper 
car. This will mean that those industries 
to make the final products will to a major 
degree be concentrated in this area. I 
think it’s a wonderful opportunity. We 
are not overlooking any chance to take 
advantage of it. 
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Q. Thank you and come on back after 
your election. 


Tue Presivent. I look forward to it. 


PRAYERS OF DIFFERENT FAITHS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Avi 
Leiter. In view that you, Mr. President, 
are Baptist, do you agree with the head of 
the churches who said that God does not 
listen to Jewish prayers? I am a religious 
boy and I pray three times a day for the 
welfare of the Americans and Jewish 
people. Do you think that God does not 
listen to my prayers? 

THE Presivent. Avi—how do you pro- 
nounce your first name? 

Q. Ahvee. 

Tue Present. I am a deeply reli- 
gious person, too. There is no doubt in 
my mind that God listens to your prayers, 
just like he does mine. Also, let me say 
this: It’s a mistake for our country to for- 
get about the principle of separation of 
church and state. This is a very emotional 
election year, and we have seen and heard 
statements made this year that cause me 
deep concern. 

When I went to Camp David with 
Prime Minister Begin, a Jew, and with 
President Sadat, a Muslim Arab, the first 
day there didn’t seem to be a chance in 
the world that we would be successful. 
The first thing we decided to do was to 
pray to God, and not only that, but to 
issue a statement to everyone in the world 
who would, to join us in praying to God 
that we could have success there and find 
peace for Israel and for her neighbors. 
That’s what we did the first day. 

We came out of Camp David, 13 days 
later, with a peace agreement. Do you 
remember that? I think that’s proof. I 
think that’s proof that God heard all our 
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prayers, right? There’s no question in my 
mind about it. 
Thank you. 


REQUEST FOR INVITATION TO WHITE 
HOUSE 


Q. Mr. President, welcome to north- 
eastern Pennsylvania. My name is Vincent 
Peperno. I’m a high school teacher from 
Old Forge. I think we need a little break 
in the routine, so I'll ask a question and 
I hope it isn’t too funny. After you have 
been relected in November, will you invite 
me and my family to the White House? 
[Laughter] 

Tue PrEesiDENT. What’s your name? 


Q. My students won’t forget it. Vin- 
cent Peperno. 


Tue Preswent. Is there anybody here 
that knows Vincent Peperno? What kind 
of fellow is he? [Laughter] 


AuDIENCE Mempber. [Inaudible], Mr. 
President, he’s my uncle. [Laughter] 


Tue Presivent. Is there anybody here 
that knows Vincent that’s not kin to him? 


AuDIENCE Memser. [Inaudible]. 


Tue PresIDENT. Yes, ma’am, what 
kind of fellow is he? 


AvuDIENCE Menmper. [Inaudible]. 


Tue Present. That’s all right so far. 
[Laughter] Would you invite him to your 
house? 


AUDIENCE MEMBER. Yes. 


THE PRESIDENT. Vincent, I’ll invite you 
to my house. 


DRAFT REGISTRATION 


Q. Thank you very much. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. Now, in a more 
serious vein, Mr. President, as a high 
school American Government teacher, my 
senior students are quite curious as to 
how you visualize the eighties in relation 
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to the economy and the draft, as these 
are the things that seem to affect them? 
Would you please comment on that? 

Tue PresiwenT. Yes, I will. I’ve al- 
ready spelled out for you all and I need 
not repeat it, to save time, what I envision 
about job opportunities in this area, right? 
You think I’ve done okay on that? 

Q. Yes. 


THE Preswenrt. Well, secondly, let me 
say about the registration for the draft, 
sometimes our Nation, a great nation, a 
strong nation, a peaceful nation, has 
threats against it from the Soviet Union 
or others who violate the peace. When 
the Soviets moved into Afghanistan I had 
a choice to make, as President, about how 
to meet that threat to peace: military 
action, political action, or economic ac- 
tion. I decided on political and economic. 

So, we imposed some kind of restraints 
on trade with the Soviet Union that I 
thought would teach them a lesson and 
not hurt our own people. Secondly, we 
went to the United Nations, and 104 
other countries joined with us in con- 
demning the Soviet invasion. Also, when I 
checked on the registration for the draft 
question it became obvious to me that it 
would save us about 90 or 100 days, if 
our Nation should ever be directly threat- 
ened, to have young men already regis- 
tered for the draft. 

It was not a popular thing to do, as you 
well know. But the Congress passed the 
law and we put it into effect. We expected 
a lot of opposition to the draft, to the reg- 
istration, from all over the country. But 
in the sign-up period, 93 percent of all of 
our young men 18 and 19 signed up on 
time, and now ‘thousands are signing up 
every week to come into compliance with 
the law. 


There is not going to be a draft. In my 
judgment, the registration will help us 
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prevent having to go away from a volun- 
tary military. My preference is to have 
the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, 
staffed with volunteers. We are increasing 
the privileges and the pay scale and the 
re-enlistment bonuses for them, to make 
sure we have a sound personnel base. 

I hope that many of you young men 
and women who are looking for an ex- 
cellent career or a patriotic thing to do 
will take advantage of this opportunity 
and volunteer to serve in the military. I 
did it. I served 11 years in the Navy. I 
went to Annapolis and I was in the sub- 
marine force. It didn’t hurt my political 
career, as you can see, and [I think it 
wouldn’t hurt your political career. 

But we have to have a strong nation, 
resolved, united, willing to defend our- 
selves if necessary. So, the registration is 
not going to lead to a draft. 

Two more things very quickly. Fifteen 
percent of those young people, Vincent, 
who signed up for the registration, said 
they would like to have additional infor- 
mation about a career in the military. So 
I think it’s going to help our recruitment 
of volunteers. 

I don’t have any apology to make for a 
strong defense. When I was inaugurated 
President, for 7 out of the last 8 years 
when the Republicans were in the White 
House, our defense budget went down 
and we were getting vulnerable and in- 
ferior, perhaps, approaching that point. 
Since I’ve been in the White House, every 
year we’ve had a steady, predictable, or- 
derly, well-advised increase in commit- 
ment to a strong national defense, above 
and beyond inflation. 


The last point: We’ve got to stay strong 
militarily. It’s not a reflection on us to 
have excellent weapons and a strong 
military force. The best weapon is one 
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that’s never fired in combat, and the best 
soldier is one that never has to lay his life 
down or shed his blood on the field of 
battle. 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


POLLUTION CONTROL AND MEDICAL CARE 


Q. Hi, President. 


Tue PrEsweENT. Give your name; go 
right ahead. 


Q. Okay. My name is Valencia Wilks. 
I'm from College Misericordia. College 
Misericordia sent me here with two ques- 
tions to ask you. What do you propose 
to do about the pollution in our environ- 
ment and will you increase medical aid 
in the medical aid area? 

Tue Presiwwent. Yes. We are con- 
stantly trying to improve medical care in 
our country, with strong and good Medi- 
care, with extended care for elderly citi- 
zens in particular, working for a national 
health insurance program to be imple- 
mented nationwide in my second term in 
office, and also, of course, to protect the 
prices that are charged to patients and 
others who receive medical care, with 
hospital cost containment. 


The emphasis on the new health pro- 
gram will be to prevent illnesses, to con- 
centrate on out-patient care rather than 
a patient going and staying in the hospital 
for a long time, and to hold down the 
costs and charges made against them. 

As far as pollution is concerned, you 
probably noticed lately what my Republi- 
can opponent has said. I noticed that 
when we came into the airport, the envi- 
ronment was clear, the air was fresh to 
breathe. I guess that the trees and the 
volcanoes took the day off around here, 
because he thinks that’s where all the 
pollution comes from. I noticed the other 
night right after he said that, his plane 
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couldn’t land in Los Angeles because the 
smog was too thick to find the airport. 
[Laughter] 

But we have predicated all of our im- 
provements—and I’m glad you brought 
this up, because I hadn’t thought about it 
earlier. This is a kind of a halfway coal 
audience. You’re interested in the future 
of coal. The worst thing that you could 
do in a coal producing region is to call 
for a lowering of air pollution standards. 
If the coal producers ever said, “You’ve 
got to have polluted air in order to burn 
our product,” the Nation would turn 
against it, and you’d have the same fear 
built up against coal that resulted at Three 
Mile Island against nuclear power. 

Don’t let anybody ever mislead you. 
Every advance that I have outlined to 
you about the future of coal is based upon 
the present air pollution standards being 
kept. We’re trying to shift, now, more 
than 100 electric powerplants away from 
oil and gas, to coal. But we’re doing it 
maintaining the air pollution standards. 
You don’t have to have dirty air in the 
United States to use coal. This is a very 
important point for all those interested 
in coal production to remember. 

So, we'll maintain the quality of life 
in this country, better health care, a better 
environment, and low pollution. 

One of the nicest things in my life is 
the all-too-infrequent times when I can 
come to Pennsylvania and go trout fish- 
ing in some of your beautiful streams. 
And it would break my heart to know 
that those streams, 15 years from now, 
20 years from now, 50 years from now 
would be dead streams, with no fish there 
and no beauty there, because we lowered 
the standards of quality of our 
environment. 


You’ve got precious treasures in this 
State in addition to deposits of minerals 
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that must be preserved, and I hope you’ll 
join in with me in keeping Pennsylvania 
not only prosperous, but a good place to 
live. 


INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION OF 
AMERICANS AND U.S. DOLLAR 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. 
My name is Ann Marie Conroy, and I 
work for the Pennsylvania Welfare De- 
partment. Since this is a neighborly ses- 
sion, if Vincent is going to Washington to 
the White House, maybe you could invite 
his neighbors, too. I’d like to go. 

Recently, I was overseas and I was very 
upset with the treatment of our American 
dollar and the American people in gen- 
eral. I’d like to know what you as Presi- 
dent and we as Americans can do to 
improve our image abroad? 

THE PresipENT. All right, let me try to 
respond to that. The dollar has been very 
strong, stable, and when the international 
financiers and bankers decide which cur- 
rency they want to use as a foundation for 
the future security of their own banks and 
other institutions, they turn three times 
out of four to the American dollar. 

The OPEC oil nations can sell their oil 
anywhere in the world they want to. It’s 
a product that people avidly want. 
They've got a choice of getting paid in 
any kind of currency they choose— 
Deutsch marks from Germany, pounds 
from Great Britain, francs from France, 
yen from Japan. You know what they 
choose—United States dollars. The rea- 
son for that is that our country is 
looked upon in the rest of the world as 
being the most economically sound of all. 
We’ve not only got intelligent, well-edu- 
cated people; we’ve always been on the 
cutting edge of progress. Whenever new 
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ideas come along or technological devel- 
opments, chances are they originated in 
the United States. 


This morning in the paper I noticed 
five more Nobel Prize winners. If I’m not 
mistaken, four of them were Americans. 
Last year, I think almost all of them were 
Americans. 


We've also got the blessings, which 
sometimes we forget, of productive land. 
Saudi Arabian oil is a good resource for 
them, but American soil is much more 
valuable now and in the future. And the 
bankers and industrialists and financiers 
in Switzerland and everywhere else know 
that a thousand years from now America 
is still going to be the breadbasket of the 
world and that we’re going to be using 
our land in an ever more efficient way to 
produce food for our own selves and to 
sell throughout the world. 

Energy. We tend to think that we have 
been somehow deprived and the OPEC 
Arab countries have been blessed. All of 
the Arab OPEC nations combined have 
about 6 percent of the world’s energy 
reserves. The United States by itself has 
got 24 percent, and ours is not just oil and 
gas, but it’s shale oil. We’ve got more oil 
in our shale than three Saudi Arabias. 
We've got more oil in coal than we do in 
shale. So our future, our present, is unbe- 
lievably attractive compared to other 
nations. 

I’ve observed very closely the develop- 
ment of new countries. There’s not a sin- 
gle nation on earth that’s now in the 
embryonic stage of development that 
wants its government to be like the Gov- 
ernment of the Soviet Union. None. But 
a lot of nations are now turning to us as 
examples of the kind of government they 
want. Nigeria, the largest black nation in 
the world, has just put in a democratic 
government, using our Constitution as a 
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basis. Rhodesia, democracy; Ecuador, 
democracy; other countries around the 
world are moving toward democracy. So, 
in politics, in government, economically, 
we are a nation that is admired. 

One other point: Patents are a very 
valuable commodity. Our country gets 
paid from overseas every year $51 billion 
for other people to use the patents on new 
ideas generated in this country. The 
Japanese, the Germans, and everybody 
else have to buy the patents from us, and 
every year it’s growing, the amount of 
money we earn from new patents. 

The last thing is that you talk about 
productivity—how much can a worker 
produce in a day or a week? The most 
productive workers on earth—where do 
you think they live? The United States, 
right? So no matter how you measure 
it—education, minerals, agriculture, type 
of government, freedom, morality, hu- 
man rights, equality, new ideas, it be- 
longs to us. And that, all put together, is 
what really determines the long-range 
value of the American dollar. It’s strong 
now. It’s the favorite currency on Earth, 
and my belief is, it will stay that way. 

Q. Thank you very much. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Q. Welcome, Mr. President. My name 
is Barbara Regan. That’s a name you'll re- 
member. [Laughter] You didn’t have to 
write it down. 

Tue Presivent. I heard both names. 
[Laughter] 

Q. I’m a member of the Back Moun- 
tain Jaycee-ettes. Now, the national Jay- 
cee-ettes have designated this week as 
National Freedom Week, U.S.A. And 
what we’ve been doing is—well, our par- 
ticular chapter has been urging the peo- 
ple in our beautiful Back Mountain area 
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to wear a yellow ribbon, display a ribbon 
on their tree, fly their flag, and do some- 
thing in support of the hostages. 


We sent a letter back, presenting you 
with a ribbon from our club. We gave it 
to one of your staff members, but I guess 
you didn’t get it yet. Do you want to bor- 
row mine? What do you think we could 
do, besides this, in support, to let them 
know that we’re there? 

Tue Preswwent. Okay. The access to 
49 of our hostages is very irregular. They 
are permitted to receive some letters from 
back home and, on a few occasions, they 
have been permitted to make telephone 
calls. And also on a few occasions, the 
Iranians have let ministers or priests go 
into the compound to talk to them on 
special occasions. 


Three of the hostages—Bruce Laingen, 
who was the head of the entire embassy 
staff, and two others are in the state de- 
partment or the foreign ministry of 
Tehran, and they do let diplomats from 
the Swiss embassy or the Spanish embassy 


or others go in and talk to them on occa- 
sion. They take them news, and they are 
from the outside world, and they also take 
them books and some magazines that have 
every now and then been censored. 

The Iranians, so far as I knew, have not 
mistreated in a physical abuse or endan- 
gered the lives of those hostages. As you 
know, not too long ago, one of the hos- 
tages got sick, and they immediately ar- 
ranged for him to be returned to this 
country—a young man from Maine. 

I think everything we can do in the way 
of prayer, in the way of wearing yellow 
ribbons—and I’ve got one at home that 
I wear on occasion, too—in the means of 
letting American people know that our 
hostages are still there, adding our support 
to the United Nations’ effort and to ef- 
forts made through the Swiss and the 
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Belgians and others to reach the Iranian 
officials, to try to make sure this war 
doesn’t spread to other countries—those 
are the kind of things all of us can do 
together. 

Every day we have diplomatic efforts 
being made, directed by me, to try to 
reach the people in Iran who can ulti- 
mately make a decision. Even since the 
war began with Iraq, when Iran’s security 
is directly threatened by Iraqi invading 
forces, their Majles or their parliament 
has still been debating how and under 
what circumstances to release the hos- 
tages. They've appointed, now, a com- 
mittee in the parliament or congress to 
work out some way they could present 
back to the government for the hostages’ 
release. 

I can’t predict to you any progress in 
the foreseeable future, although I pray 
that they'll be released every day. But I 
think the more we can do here to remind 
Americans of the hostages’ plight, inno- 
cent people, the more chance that message 
has got to get through to them. If they 
don’t know it, their parents know it and 
their husbands and wives know it and 
their children know it. 

I would hate for those hostage families 
ever to believe that we didn’t love them 
and care for them. Recently, I have signed 
a bill, this week I’ve signed a bill that the 
Congress passed, excluding those hostages 
from having to pay income taxes and giv- 
ing them other special privileges for their 
families and, when they return, educa- 
tional benefits for their children. So, I 
think the more we do the better off the 
hostage families are, and that word leaks 
back to the hostages, I feel sure. 

It also lets other nations know that 
we’ve not forgotten them. I want the 
Germans and the British and the French 
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and the Algerians and everyone else to 
know that we want those hostages back, 
so that every time a diplomat from one of 
those countries goes to Iran, he’ll say, 
“You ought to let those hostages go.” I 
think the cumulative effect of that might 
make the difference. And I’m very grate- 
ful to you and the Jaycee-ettes for what 
you are doing. Ill be glad to take your 
ribbon when I leave. 

Let me say this in closing. I don’t have 
time for another question; I’m really 
sorry. You can send it to me, and I'll an- 
swer it for you. But I’m out of time, and 
I promised to take just an hour. Let me 
say this in closing. I’ve had a broad range 
of subjects, as you know. One of the nicest 
things about the campaign for a President 
is a chance to get out among people like 
you and to understand your concerns and 
your questions and to try to respond to 
them. 

I want to leave this message with you: 
I’ve been President now for 34% years. I 
campaigned a long time before I was 
elected. I’ve studied history, as well. We 
dwell on, in the newspaper, radio, and 
television, the differences between us, the 
temporary inconveniences, the things that 
concern us, and we have a tendency to 
forget who we are and what we’ve got in 
this country. 

If you compare our present problems 
with what we’ve experienced in the past, 
in the times way back in the Civil War, 
later with World War I, World War II, 
the Great Depression; the social changes 
that took our country apart when we gave 
black people full equality of rights in this 
country; the Vietnam war that tore our 
country apart again; Watergate, that was 
a terrible embarrassment to all Americans 
because of what happened in the Oval 
Office, itself; the CIA revelations—those 
kinds of things have been much more 
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serious problems than anything we face 
now. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that our 
Nation can face these problems success- 
fully. In the past, we have always, if our 
Nation was unified, been able to answer 
any question, to solve any problem, to 
overcome any obstacle. That’s a part of 
the American character. We still have a 
pioneering spirit, and we still have hearts 
filled with compassion. We still have a 
government directly responsible to you. 
And the next 3 weeks is going to be your 
opportunity to shape the kind of future 
that you want for yourself and your family 
and people that you love—for the next 4 
years, perhaps the rest of this century. 

And I hope that you won’t overlook the 
chance that you have to shape America’s 
future. I hope you’ll be a partner with me 
to make sure that the greatest nation on 
Earth, in future years, will be even 
greater. Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in the 
Pittston Area Senior High School gymnasium. 


He was introduced by Robert Casey, former 
Pennsylvania State auditor general. 


Lyndhurst, New Jersey 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 


With Local Residents. October 15, 1980 
Tue Preswent. Senator Bradley and 
Governor Brendan Byrne, Congressman 
Ambrosio,’ friends from Lyndhurst, par- 
ticularly the firemen who’ve just made me 
an honorary member of the post: 

I’m hoping no alarms for the next 30 
minutes, because I would have to do my 
duty if we got a call. [Laughter] 

AupieNce Memser. Can you drive the 
truck? 


*Gabe Ambrosio, candidate for the House 
of Representatives. 
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Tue Present. I’ve already checked 
off. 

AupiENcE MEmsper. All right. 

Tue Presivent. I’m pleased to be with 
you, because of several reasons. One is, 
it’s important for me to see in America 
the spirit that is engendered by volunteer- 
ism, by the fact that people are willing to 
endanger their own safety for the love and 
care of others, a sense of family, because 
I know you have 3 minutes, I think, to 
get here in time of an alarm, and your 
families have to participate in meeting the 
threat to your own community. 

I have had a lot of experience as a sub- 
marine officer, as an engineer officer on a 
submarine, the experimental submarines 
on which I served, going through fire- 
fighters school, and had one very serious 
fire which almost overcame me with acrid 
smoke. I also know the extreme danger of 
firemen. The danger to their lives is per- 
haps as great or greater than any other 
profession in our country. 

I’ve been very interested in seeing the 
U.S. Fire Administration placed under 
the Federal Emergency Management Ad- 
ministration as part of our Nation’s fore- 
most defense forces against natural dis- 
aster or against a disaster from outside. 
And one of the things that I wanted to do 
when I became President is to establish 
a national firefighters academy to train 
people to be better firemen even in the 
future than they are in the past and to 
make sure that this very dangerous pro- 
fession is more safe in the future. 


Last week was National Firefighters 
Week. I called on firefighters, business, 
and the general public to work together to 
detect and to report and to prevent fires. 
It’s the kind of cooperation that’s import- 
ant to a community, and of course, we 
need the same kind of cooperation in 
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keeping our Nation strong—economic- 
ally, socially, politically, morally, ethic- 
ally—to realize the great potential that 
God’s given us in this blessed land. 

Tonight we have the time for some 
questions from you, and I look forward to 
giving the answers as best I can. And I 
don’t know how to go about calling on 
the first person. If you have a question, 
I'll be glad to take it. 


AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 


Q. I'd like to know what the state of 
the hostages are. 

Tue Presiwent. All right. As you 
know, since the hostages were taken, in- 
nocent people, by militants or terrorists 
in Iran, this has been a constant concern 
of mine. No day has gone by, no hour has 
gone by when I was awake that I wasn’t 
thinking about and often praying for 
those hostages. 

I’ve had two goals in mind, as your 
President and as their President: first of 
all, to protect the integrity and the prin- 
ciples and the interests of our own coun- 
try; and secondly, and compatibly with 
it, not to take any action as a President 
that would endanger the lives or safety 
of those hostages or prevent their safe 
return to freedom as early as possible. 
We’ve been through a series of constant 
diplomatic, public and secret, negotiations 
with people in Iran who might possibly 
speak for that country. So far, we’ve not 
been successful except that we have pro- 
tected our Nation’s interests, we have 
served to protect the lives and safety of 
the hostages. 

Now Iran finally has a government. 
They have an elected parliament, a Con- 
gress—they call it a Majles. They’ve 
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elected their own speaker. They have a 
Prime Minister, a President, and they’re 
putting together a Cabinet. As you know, 
Iran is now being attacked by Iraq, an 
invading nation, and their own security 
is at stake. They’re an isolated country. 
They’re a kind of a pariah in the inter- 
national community. Their trade with us 
has been cut off. And they are relatively 
serious in their suffering, just because they 
still hold those 52 innocent people. 


We get fairly good intelligence on Iran 
from varying sources. So far as I know, 
all 52 hostages still in Iran are safe and 
well. We have some ability to talk to three 
of them; Bruce Laingen, who was in 
charge of the diplomatic corps there, and 
two others are in the state department, 
or the foreign ministry of Iran. And I 
think that’s about all I can tell you about 
it. 

Every day from the very beginning, we 
have used every avenue to try to reach 
someone who can speak for Iran. The 
President of Iran and most of their public 
officials now say publicly that they want 
those hostages to be returned here safely. 
The parliament, or the Maijles has ap- 
pointed a committee to work out the 
mechanism by which the hostages could 
be released. I can’t mislead you by saying 
that there’s an immediate prospect, or a 
sure prospect even, that they will be 
released, but my hope and prayer is that 
they will be. And I believe that we have 
made as much effort as possible to secure 
their safe return. 

So, I don’t feel discouraged about it. 
I think we’ve been through worse times 
than we are in right now. And perhaps 
now that they have a government and 
are in danger themselves, we have a better 
chance to get the hostages back than 
before. 


Yes, sir. 
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WATER SHORTAGE AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
IN NEW JERSEY 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Byrne has 
made the statement that in April and 
May of next year, if we continue to have 
the water shortage in north Jersey— 
excuse me, I’m a little nervous—{laugh- 
ter|—the industrial area, we may lose 
some jobs. At what point will the Federal 
Government get involved? And also, can 
they help subsidize the jobless? 

Tue Preswent. I’ve been deeply con- 
cerned about the water shortage in New 
Jersey. I’ve talked to Governor Byrne 
about it, including tonight on the way 
in from the airport. I need to have a 
more direct, permanent relationship with 
the Governor and other officials in this 
State. And I will send Brendan one of 
my top FEMA officials to see you before 
this week is out to work out with you the 
best way to address this water shortage 
if it is a long-term, continuing problem. 

One of the things that everyone in 
New Jersey can do is to comply with the 
conservation measures that Governor 
Byrne has asked, go an extra mile in sav- 
ing water in every possible way. When 
the same thing happened in some com- 
munities, Marin County in California, 
they cut back water consumption in that 
entire county by 60 percent. It just shows 
what people can do if they really try. I 
don’t want to bring up submarines too 
much, but I used to get by on the sub- 
marine with one quart of fresh water per 
day. I’m not asking you to do that, be- 
cause we did have a lot of salt water— 
[laughter|—but I believe that you can 
do more yourselves. 

In the long run, it’s my belief that we 
can continue to care for those who are 
out of work temporarily. Now, we’ve asked 
the Congress—and I’m sure that Sena- 
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tor Bradley and others will continue to 
help us—to extend the unemployment 
compensation benefits if they are needed. 

We’ve turned the corner now on the 
economic problems. The economic index 
figures for the last 3 months are the high- 
est they have ever been in the last 31 
years. For the last 4 months, we’ve had 
a steady increase in housing construction 
starts. And for the last 6 weeks, every 
week we've averaged 4,000 automobile 
workers going back to work, and the new 
American automobile models, as you 
know, are selling as fast as they can be 
produced. I believe that we’ve got a 
good prospect in the future for employ- 
ment in general. 

We have added, as you may know, 
more than a quarter of a million net new 
jobs in New Jersey since I’ve been in 
office. We’ve cut the unemployment rate 
in this State almost in half—because of 
your good work, not necessarily mine. 
And I think we’ll continue that progress. 
We'll do all we can do to help you with 
your water shortage. 

Yes, sir. 


PERSIAN GULF REGION 


Q. Mr. President, if this war between 
Iran and Iraq should escalate in the near 
future, will you commit American troops 
to that area to protect the oil pipeline? 

Tue Present. In the first place, let 
me say that I don’t believe that the war is 
going to escalate to any major degree in 
the near future. We believe that disputes 
between countries over boundaries, inter- 
national boundaries, should be settled not 
by invasion or aggression but by negotia- 
tion. And we are using all of our efforts in 
the United Nations, working with other 
countries, to bring those two countries to 
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the bargaining table to settle this dispute 
peacefully. 

Secondly, we do not intend to inject 
American troops into any sort of land 
war in the Persian Gulf region, barring 
some completely unpredictable circum- 
stances like a Soviet invasion of Iran or 
something of that kind, which I don’t 
think will happen. 

We will take whatever steps are neces- 
sary to keep the Strait of Hormuz open so 
that our country and other nations will 
have access to the countries on the west 
side of the Gulf. This is important to us, 
because we’re getting now between 12 
and 15 million barrels a day of oil—all 
the consuming nations together—from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and also from the 
United Arab Emirates. And that supply 
of oil, if interrupted for an extended 
period of time, would cause severe eco- 
nomic problems and endanger our own 
Nation’s security. 

We have a very large naval task force 
there, with superb fighter planes, to take 
care of our needs to keep that Strait open. 
So, I believe that those forces already in 
place, Navy and Naval Air, will be ade- 
quate in the future. I don’t see any pros- 
pect of any ground forces or troops to go 
in and protect our interests. 


Q. Thank you. 
Tue PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 


UNITED STATES DEFENSE CAPABILITY 


Q. Mr. President, over the past 2 
months the media has reported on our 
defense capability. As the Commander in 
Chief of our military service, I’d like to 
know if we ought to believe that we’re not 
in too good a shape. Are you Coing any- 
thing at the present time to update our 
defense capability right now? [Inaudible] 
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Tue Preswent. Yes, of course. The 
readiness of our defense forces now is 
much higher than it was 3 or 4 years ago, 
when I took over. 

One of the worst things that can hap- 
pen in a political campaign is to dema- 
gogue an issue like the status of our 
Nation’s defense capability. When false 
statements are made that the United 
States is weak, that we’re not able to pro- 
tect ourselves, we’re not able to protect 
our interests in other parts of the world, 
it’s a very serious and damaging false 
statement, for three or four reasons. One, 
it creates concern in the minds of you and 
other Americans: “Is my Nation strong? 
Are we vulnerable? Can we defend our- 
selves?” Secondly, it creates a disturbance 
among our own allies. And third, and 
perhaps most significant, it creates a false 
impression in the minds of potential ad- 
versaries, who might think they can take 
advantage of a nonexistent American 
weakness and in the process commit 
suicide for themselves. 

Our Nation is strong, the strongest 
nation on Earth. I guarantee you that we 
will not let any other nation become su- 
perior to ours in military strength. 

When I came into office, as a profes- 
sional military background and a deep 
understanding of what the Commander 
in Chief ought to do, for 8 years before I 
got in the White House, 7 of those years 
we had gone down every year in the com- 
mitment of our budget funds for defense. 
It had dropped 37 percent in the 8 years 
before I was there, under Republican 
administrations. 

Every year since I’ve been in office, 
we've had a steady increase in commit- 
ment of budget funds for a stronger 
defense—careful, planned, orderly, under- 
stood by the Congress. We’ve strength- 
ened our alliances overseas. And _ this 
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increase has been above and beyond infla- 
tion. I don’t apologize for that. It 
amounts to about 5 percent of our gross 
national product, to keep our Nation 
strong enough to defend ourselves under 
any circumstances. 

I want to remind you that our Nation 
has been at peace—we were talking on 
the way to the airport—for the first time 
in more than 50 years. I can sit here and 
tell you that I have kept our Nation at 
peace and I have not had to launch sol- 
diers into combat anywhere on Earth. 
This is very important. But the peace has 
been maintained because we are strong; 
our weapons, the best on Earth, improv- 
ing every year. 

But don’t forget that the best weapon 
is one that’s never used in combat, and 
the best soldier is one that never lays 
down his life or sheds his blood on the 
field of battle. So, that’s what I want. 
What I want is to keep our Nation strong 
and at peace. And the two go hand in 
hand. 


Yes, I was looking for a woman. 
[Laughter] 


HOUSING INDUSTRY 


Q. I'd like to buy a house some day. 
But with the mortgage rates the way they 
are and the cost of the houses, it seems the 
more I save, the less I have. Will I ever 
have a house? [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. I think I’ll skip the 
women and go back to the gentlemen. 
[Laughter] 

Yes, you will. You know, we’ve 

Q. [Inaudible] 

Tue Presivent. I’m sorry? 

Q. Will 
[Laughter] 

THe Presipent. We’ve done what we 
could to keep the housing industry strong 


you give me a_ loan? 
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since I’ve been in office, in spite of the 
fact that the OPEC oil prices have more 
than doubled last year and inflation and 
high interest rates have swept the world. 
Our interest rates, our budget deficits are 
much lower than most major trading 
countries with whom we do business. The 
American dollar is strong overseas. But 
we have had very high interest rates. 

Last March, as you know, interest 
rates got up, the prime rate got up 19 and 
20 percent. We imposed some credit re- 
straints and put forward a much more 
restrictive Federal budget, and the inter- 
est rates dropped about 1 percent per 
week, for 6 or 7 weeks. Now they have cut 
back up a little bit and now leveled off— 
still too high. 

In the meantime, we have tried to make 
available to the homebuilding industry 
kinds of loans that they didn’t previously 
have and encouraged people to save more. 
What makes money available for long- 
range lending, like homes, is when people 
save. Our country, lately, has not been 
saving much. We’ve been spending about 
96 percent of all we earn. Whereas a coun- 
try like Germany or Japan, they save 15 
to 20 percent of all they earn, we save 4 
percent. That’s one thing. 

Another thing that we’ve done is to 
provide, through the Government, guar- 
anteed loans, subsidized interest rates, and 
also, under certain programs in housing, 
the construction of apartments and homes 
to be rented. This year we’ll have at least 
a 40-percent increase in those homes, 
apartments, where the Government is 
subsidizing or helping to construct those 
homes. 


We've had, as I said, for the last 4 
months a substantial increase each month 


in the number of homes being begun in 
this country. 
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I don’t know how to give you any pre- 
diction about the future. My own judg- 
ment is that the interest rates in this Na- 
tion now are too high, set primarily by the 
banks, compared to the economic status 
of our country. I think they’ve gone too 
high, and I believe and hope that in the 
future they'll come down. I can’t guaran- 
tee it, but I believe that’s true. 

Also, the prime rate needs to be ex- 
amined, because now a lot of loans to 
small business people and also the home- 
owners are made on the basis of so many 
percentage points above the prime rate. 
The prime rate used to mean the rate that 
banks loaned their best customers. But 
now some banks set the prime rate above 
what they lend to their best customers and 
then add 1 or 2 percent or more on top 
of the so-called prime rate for average 
small business people and homeowners 
and so forth. 

The Federal courts are now looking at 
that potential abuse by some banks. I’m 
not trying to prejudge the issue. But I 
think the more the American public fo- 
cuses on those interest rates, to force them 
down to be competitive and to make sure 
that the banks don’t abuse the public, the 
better off we'll be. 

But we’ll continue to do everything we 
can to increase the number of homes being 
built and bought in this country and to 
provide subsidies or help from the Gov- 
ernment to let people like you buy a home 
or, if you prefer, to rent one at a reason- 
able rate. 

The last thing is, the first 3 years I 
was in office we had almost—I think we 
averaged about 1:8 million homes per 
year, which was a very high rate. We are 
now back up to about 11% million-homes- 
per-year rate, which is much better than 
it was before. 


Yes, sir. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


Q. Mr. President, on the problem of— 
[inaudible|—social security, and they’re 
talking about taxing social security— 
[inaudible|—heating the homes. That 
seems to be a problem of—{inaudible]. 
What are you going to do about that? 

THE PreEsiIvEnt. As long as I am Presi- 
dent, I think as long as we have a Demo- 
cratic President, you will never see in- 
come from social security taxed. Also, as 
long as the Democrats are in the White 
House, you will never see the social se- 
curity system be in danger of bankruptcy. 
When I went into the White House as 
President, after 8 years of Republican ad- 
ministrations, as you may well remember 
4 years ago, everywhere I went people 
thought accurately that the social security 
system was about to go bankrupt. The 
Congress acted to put it back on its feet 
financially. 

I’m running against an opponent who 
represents the Republican Party in its 
longstanding historical principles that 
don’t change; except right before an elec- 
tion, sometimes those principles change. 

I remember the depression years. I 
grew up—lI was born in 1924. I remember 
the depression years. I remember the 
minimum wage that was proposed by the 
Democrats—25 cents an hour. The Re- 
publicans were against it; it passed. The 
first job I had—I got out of high school 
as a young man in 1941—the minimum 
wage then had been raised by the Demo- 
crats to 40 cents an hour. The Republi- 
cans opposed it. They called it socialism. 
Still, today, my Republican opponent 
calls the minimum wage the worst cause 
of unemployment and suffering since the 
Great Depression. 
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I know what it means for a family 
to be unemployed—temporarily, hope- 
fully—and to depend on unemployment 
compensation just to keep your kids eat- 
ing food and going to school and buying 
clothes. My opponent has said recently 
that unemployment compensation is only 
a prepaid vacation for freeloaders. 

I know how important social security 
is. On three different occasions in recent 
years, my opponent has called for social 
security participation to be voluntary, 
which means that anybody that wants to 
withdraw from social security can do so. 
It would bankrupt the system within a 
few weeks and destroy social security. It’s 
tied in also with Medicare. My Republi- 
can opponent got his first political experi- 
ence campaigning across this Nation 
against Medicare. That’s how he got in- 
volved in public affairs. 

And finally, you mentioned the cost of 
heating homes for older people. We've 
passed the windfall profits tax, a tax on 
the unearned income of the oil companies. 
Out of that windfall profits tax will come, 
on a permanent basis, money to be al- 
lotted through the Governors to older 
people and poor families to help them 
pay the cost of heating their homes in the 
winter. My Republican opponent was 
against the windfall profits tax. He wants 
to dismantle it now, do away with it. His 
proposal to solve the energy crisis is to 
repeal the legislation that we’ve passed in 
the last 3 years, to abolish the Department 
of Energy, to dismantle the windfall 
profits tax, and to let the oil companies 
handle the energy crisis. 

I could go on and on about the sharp 
basic differences that separate me from 
him and my party from his party that will 
be decided 3 weeks from now. The deci- 
sion that will be made on November the 
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4th will affect every life in this room and 
your families and the people for whom 
you care very deeply, whether it’s the el- 
derly, the working families, our Nation’s 
security, based on freedom from unneces- 
sary influence by the OPEC nations, and 
also other basic elements like the control 
of nuclear weapons and the carrying out 
of the principles that I’ve outlined to you 
so briefly this evening. 
Yes, sir. 


JOHN ANDERSON AND CAMPAIGN DEBATES 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Anderson 
has been recognized as a Presidential can- 
didate. Are you perhaps reconsidering a 
public debate with yourself, Governor 
Reagan, and Senator Anderson? 

Tue PresipenT. Congressman. 

I have repeated today, through a mes- 
sage directly to Governor Reagan, a chal- 
lenge that he meet me in a debate, under 
the auspices of the League of Women 
Voters, at a time or forum that we can 
work out among ourselves. I have ac- 
cepted every invitation I have gotten for a 
two-man debate between me as the Demo- 
cratic nominee and him as the Republi- 
can nominee. He has always refused. I 
hope now, with just a few weeks left, that 
he will accept and we can go ahead and 
have a debate. 

John Anderson, so far as I know, is a 
good man. I don’t know him very well, 
but I think he’s a good man. He ran for 
the Senate, I mean for the—you got me 
talking about the Senate. [Laughter] He 
ran for President as a Republican. He 
entered primaries and caucus States all 
over this country, never won the first pri- 
mary, never won the first caucus, got beat 
in his own home State. And only then, 
after he was defeated in the Republican 
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primary, did he decide to run for Presi- 
dent, with no party, as an Independent. 

I have said before and I believe that 
John Anderson, as far as a Presidential 
candidate, is primarily a creation of the 
press. He doesn’t have a mandate from 
the American people. And I think now, at 
least from the public opinion polls pub- 
lished, he seems to be sliding down. 

I see nothing to be served by having a 
public forum where three candidates are 
on the stage answering questions for an 
hour and a half or two hours from the 
news media. I think it would confuse the 
issue and unnecessarily boost John Ander- 
son, whom I respect, to the same status as 
two men who have fought a rough cam- 
paign through all the primaries and cau- 
cuses and come out with the nominations 
of our own party. I don’t say this knock- 
ing him down, but I do believe that the 
best forum in this last few weeks is be- 
tween me and Ronald Reagan. 

The League of Women Voters set an 
arbitrary standard—I never did argue 
with it—that any candidate to be involved 
in the debate ought to have at least 15 
percent in the public opinion polls. It was 
an arbitrary standard, but so be it. They 
were trying to exclude Barry Commoner, 
who is primarily an environmentalist, and, 
I think, Mr. Ed Clark, who is a Liber- 
tarian. And there are a hundred other 
candidates, you might be interested to 
know, in running for President. But they 
were trying to draw some lines. I don’t 
think any public opinion polls now would 
show John Anderson to meet the League’s 
standards that they set for themselves. I 
didn’t have anything to do with it. 

So, I think under these circumstances, 
this last few weeks, the proper debate that 
would be interesting to the American peo- 
ple is the debate between the two men 
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who have a chance to be elected President 
and who have gone through the process 
of a two-party system and been nominated 
by our parties. 

So, basically I see no prospect of my 
debating with John Anderson. I would 
take any reasonable opportunity, time or 
place or format to debate Governor Rea- 
gan, because I think it would be in the 
best interest of the people to see the sharp, 
stark, differences between me and him. 

Thank you very much, everybody. I’ve 
got to go. I’ve enjoyed it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:01 p.m. at 
the Lyndhurst Volunteer Fire Department. 


Secaucus, New Jersey 


Remarks at a Meeting With New Jersey 
Labor Leaders. October 15, 1980 


That is the kind of introduction I really 
like. If I could just put together in New 
Jersey all the friends of Ted Kennedy and 
all the friends of Bill Bradley, I'll have it 
made, right? [Applause] That’s what I 
want. 

I want to talk to you seriously tonight 
about a matter that’s serious to you, a mat- 
ter that touches the life of every person 
in this room, your families, and the peo- 
ple that you love, and those that look to 
you for leadership in the trade union 
movement. Three weeks from tonight you 
will make a decision in New Jersey that 
will affect the future of this country. 

What Ted Kennedy has pointed out as 
the principle and ideals and commitments 
of my Republican opponent is not some- 
thing new. Some of you in this room are 
as old as I am. I was born in 1924. I grew 
up on a farm in south Georgia during 
the Depression years. I remember when 
Franklin D. Roosevelt put forward the 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


idea of social security. The Democrats 
passed it over enormous opposition from 
the Republicans. The Democrats pro- 
posed a minimum wage of 25 cents an 
hour, finally passed it; the Republicans 
opposed it. I finished high school in 1941. 
My first job at the minimum wage was 
40 cents an hour. The Democrats ap- 
proved that increase from 25 to 40 cents. 
The Republicans were against it. That 
has not changed. 

As Ted Kennedy just pointed out, Ron- 
ald Reagan’s attitude toward minimum 
wage is that the minimum wage has 
caused more suffering, more unemploy- 
ment than anything in this country since 
the Great Depression. He’s advocated four 
different times that social security be made 
voluntary, that anybody that wants to 
withdraw from social security and not 
pay into the social security fund could be 
allowed to do so. This would be the end 
of social security. 

He got his start in politics traveling 
around this country, paid to do it, to fight 
Medicare. That hasn’t changed. Now he 
says that national health insurance ought 
to be defeated. He said that labor law 
reform ought to be defeated, that Davis- 
Bacon ought to be defeated. They asked 
him about OSHA, to protect the safety 
and health of American workers. Some- 
body said it ought to be abolished; his 
response, “Amen.” This is the kind of 
person representing a party whose prin- 
ciples are well known that now is chal- 
lenging me and the Democratic Party and 


‘ its principles to lead this Nation. 


Unemployment compensation is im- 
portant to a family temporarily out of 
work with hungry children, perhaps, and 
needing to meet the vital necessities of 
life. Ronald Reagan says that unemploy- 
ment compensation is a prepaid vacation 
for freeloaders. In the time of Franklin 
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Roosevelt, in the time of Jack Kennedy, 
they pointed out to the American working 
people that for a few weeks before elec- 
tion day, Republicans sounded like 
Democrats. You know and I know what 
Ronald Reagan, who quotes Franklin 
Roosevelt quite often, says about the New 
Deal. He says the basis for the New Deal 
was fascism. These kinds of statements 
have been repeated down through the 
years, sometimes a little bit of change 
right before an election time, but they ac- 
curately express the principles of his party 
and of my opponent. 

This election in New Jersey is extremely 
close. I don’t know yet how it’s going to 
turn out. I’m going to work as hard as I 
have ever worked, because I believe that 
major issues are at stake in the country 
which I love and among the people whom 
I love. 

I’ve been President now for 3% years. 
I sit in the same Oval Office where Jack 
Kennedy sat, Harry Truman, Franklin 
Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, with a heart 
full of understanding and compassion for 
working people. The decisions that come 
to my desk are not the easy ones. If a 
question can be answered easily, you 
answer it, yourself or in your own home, 
or in a county courthouse, or a city hall, 
or a State legislature, or a Governor’s of- 
fice. If it can’t be answered in any of 
those places because it’s too difficult or 
too complex, it comes to the President’s 
desk, and then he has to sit down with 
people like Bob Roe, Bill Bradley, Ted 
Kennedy, and try to work it out for the 
country. The person in that Oval Office, 
however, sets the tone and the attitude of 
government, and as you well know, when 
the situs picketing bill had been passed 
by the Congress and Gerald Ford had 


committed himself to sign it, one man 
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talked him out of it—my Republican op- 
ponent for President. 

Labor is important, working people are 
important, but that’s not all. We need to 
keep our Nation strong militarily, and we 
need to keep our Nation at peace. This is 
also a basic decision which a President 
must address every day. I have not been 
in office 1 day that there hasn’t been 
a troublespot somewhere around the 
world. My predecessors, Democrats and 
Republicans, have tried to solve those 
troubled areas of the world peacefully, 
through diplomatic means, negotiation, 
using America’s tremendous strength, yes, 
but using it without sending combat 
troops overseas. 

My opponent, on many occasions in re- 
cent troubled times, has advocated send- 
ing American Armed Forces into those 
troubled areas in times when our country 
could have been involved militarily— 
North Korea, Ecuador, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Rhodesia, Angola, Pakistan, the Middle 
East. Three times this year he has called 
for the injection of American military 
forces into those troubled areas of the 
world. A sign of strength of a country is 
when with calm assurance we can protect 
our national interest without using Amer- 
ican military forces. 

For 8 years before I became President, 
under two Republican Presidents, 7 of 
those years our commitment to a strong 
national defense went down in American 
budgetary funds—37-percent drop in real 
dollars. Since I’ve been in office, we have 
increased our commitment to defense 
every year, carefully, methodically, pre- 
dictably, responsibly. In real dollars we’ve 
had an increase. I make no apology for 
it, because in my judgment we can only 
keep our Nation strong and at peace to- 
gether. Our country’s the strongest on 
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Earth militarily. We’re going to stay that 
way. 

But let me close by saying two things. 
First of all, we’ve got the most outstand- 
ing weapons and the outstanding fighting 
men and women anywhere. But the best 
weapon is one that’s never fired in com- 
bat, and the best soldier is one that never 
has to lay his life down or shed his blood 
on the field of battle. That is the kind of 
decision that must be made by a 
President. 

I told you earlier, I don’t know what 
New Jersey will do on November 4. 
There’s no way I can predict it accu- 
rately, but if you have ever made a major 
decision in your life, this next 3 weeks you 
will make one. It’s more important than 
the level of your income. It’s more im- 
portant than the qaulity of house that you 
have. It’s more important than which col- 
lege you can send your children. It’s more 
important than the neighborhood where 
you and your wife might ultimately re- 
tire. The future of our country is in your 
hands, perhaps in this State. There is ab- 
solutely no reason why you, working with 
your speaker and others on every pos- 
sible occasion in between five and six 
hundred communities in this State, can’t 
put 25,000 workers out there in the streets, 
in the stores, talking to people and letting 
them know how crucial to the future of 
this country and to your State and to your 
families this election is. 

My election can be in your hands, and 
what you decide the next few hours about 
the degree of your commitment—to raise 
money, you finance it; to designate work- 
ers, you do it; to lead those workers, you 
do it. And make sure that everybody in 
this State that looks to you for leadership 
understands the crucial issues to be in- 
volved—the quality of life of the people 
that you love and the status in the inter- 
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national community of the country that 
you love. 

Those things are at stake. There could 
not possibly be a sharper difference be- 
tween myself and Ronald Reagan and 
between the Republican Party of 1980 
and the Democratic Party of 1980. You 
know what I believe in, you know what 
Ted Kennedy believes in, you know what 
Bill Bradley believes in, you know what 
John Kennedy believed in, you know what 
Lyndon Johnson believed in and Franklin 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman. That’s the 
kind of historical perspective and the con- 
tinuing commitment that is at stake. And 
you remember very well the times of Rich- 
ard Nixon and other Republicans who 
turned their back on the working people 
of this country. 

I don’t want you to turn your back on 
the working people of New Jersey or the 
working people of this Nation. I'll do all 
I can. I need you as partners. And my 
question to you is: Will you join with me 
with an absolute total commitment to see 
a tremendous Democratic victory on No- 
vember 4? That’s my question. [Applause] 
NOTE: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. in 


the Exhibition Hall at the Meadowlands Hil- 
ton Hotel. 


Secaucus, New Jersey 


Remarks at a Democratic National Committee 


Fundraising Reception. October 15, 1980 
I’m deeply grateful to Senator Ken- 
nedy for the warm words of support and 
the introduction that he gave to me and 
for a chance that I had to be with him this 
morning in Massachusetts and again here 
tonight in New Jersey. If I can just have 
all the support on November 4 that he 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


got here in the primary, I will be very 
happy and we'll go over the top, there’s 
no doubt about that. 

As I look around this room I’m very 
grateful too to be here with all you candi- 
dates for Governor of New Jersey in the 
upcoming election. [Laughter] And I’m 
particularly glad to be with my charisma 
instructor—{laughter|—Governor Bren- 
dan Byrne, and with Bill Bradley and with 
Congressman Rodino, Congressman Bob 
Roe, and other distinguished members of 
your delegation. 

Tonight I’d like to talk to you seriously 
for a few minutes about the Presidency 
itself and just two or three issues that I'll 
outline briefly that I think are important 
to you and important to the future of 
our country. 

The office of President is one that’s 
revered by the American people, in a 
strange, sometimes esoteric way, difficult 
to express. It’s the highest elective office 
in any democracy in the world. It’s an 
office which has tremendous power and 
responsibility and also very severe con- 
stitutional limitations. It’s an office where 
troubles concentrate and where difficult 
questions must be answered. It’s the prob- 
lem that comes to my desk that can’t be 
solved anywhere else and the questions 
that can’t be answered anywhere else. If 
a problem or question can be resolved in 
your own life or in your family or county 
courthouse or city hall or State legisla- 
ture or Governor’s office, it doesn’t come 
to me. 

And I live in the White House, where 
all the Presidents except one have lived, 
and serve in the Oval Office, where many 
of my predecessors have served, and I’m 
reminded every day of the enormous re- 
sponsibilities and support and challenge 
that rests on my shoulders. I share a lot 
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with the Presidents that Senator Kennedy 
has named——with Wilson, Roosevelt, Tru- 
man, Kennedy, Johnson. There’s a con- 
tinuity within the Presidency, and par- 
ticularly within the Democratic Party, of 
which I’m an integral part. 

I represent you in trying to shape a bet- 
ter life for Americans, trying to heal the 
differences that lie among us, trying to 
express as accurately as I possibly can the 
image that we have of ourselves, trying to 
protect moral commitments and family 
structures in the heterogeneous nature of 
our country built on a nation of immi- 
grants which still is united, to try to ex- 
press as best I can, on a daily basis, a cer- 
tain confidence without being overconfi- 
dent, a certain strength without abusing 
our great strength, recognizing that we 
have hopes and aspirations not yet realized 
and that we have been blessed above all 
people. 

God has been good to us, and as we 
look back on previous generations, it puts 
in better perspective our present circum- 
stances in life. We hear a lot on the eve- 
ning news, as we read the morning papers, 
about the differences among us—the de- 
bates, the dissensions, the temporary and 
transient inconveniences that afflict any 
people on Earth. But we sometimes lose 
the overlying perspective historically of 
what we are and what we have. When 
compared with the Revolution or the War 
Between the States, the Second World 
War, the First World War, the extreme 
divisiveness of the Vietnam war, the Wa- 
tergate embarrassments, the Great De- 
pression, the sociological revolution that 
afflicted this country when we gave blacks 
and other minority groups equal rights, 
our present challenges fade into relative 
insignificance. But still Americans have 
to stop every 4 years and inventory what 
we are. 
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Ours is a nation of sound beliefs and a 
sure and certain future. We’re not awed 
or fearful about the years to come, be- 
cause we can look back and say what we’ve 
accomplished and the origins of the prog- 
ress that we’ve made. We look at OPEC 
oil and say the Arab countries have a 
great lock on the economic future of the 
world. Collectively, they control about 6 
percent of the world’s energy resources. 
Our country alone controls 24 percent. 
Oil, gas wells—we’ll drill more this year 
than ever before in history. Coal—we’re 
producing more American coal this year 
than ever before in history. We’ve got 
three times as much oil in our shale alone 
than Saudi Arabia. And more coal than 
we have shale. Arab oil, yes; American 
soil, much more. 

Ours is a country that has a certain 
unity of purpose that transcends the dec- 
ades and generations. We make steady 
progress. We receive each year, in this 
country, over $51 billion in payments 
from other modern countries just to use 
American patents, and that figure grows 
annually. The Japanese pay us untold 
billions of dollars just to use the new ideas 
that still spring forth from the ingenious 
minds of Americans. We say, “Well, now- 
adays it’s a little worse.” The last 3 
months only, we’ve had a greater increase 
in our economic indicators than we’ve had 
in the last 31 years. 

Other nations look on us with admira- 
tion. I don’t know of a single nation on 
Earth, no matter what its basic philosophy 
might be, that wants to emulate the Gov- 
ernment of the Soviet Union. But we’ve 
seen, just the short time I’ve been in office, 
keeping high the banner of human rights, 
that many other countries are abandon- 
ing military dictatorships and totalitarian 
commitments and moving toward democ- 
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racy. We’re opening up vast areas of the 
world to friendship and trade and better 
economic lives for us all and better peace 
and stability and to enhance our security. 

The greatest black nation on Earth, Ni- 
geria, 4 years ago wouldn’t let the Secre- 
tary of State of the United States cross 
their borders. Now they’re among our 
staunchest allies. Their President was here 
not long ago—elected in free and open 
democratic elections with a government 
patterned after the Constitution of the 
United States. And recently, we’ve 
opened up a new trade, new advice, new 
counsel, new cooperation, in a peaceful 
way, | billion people in the People’s Re- 
public of China, the largest nation on 
Earth. And we haven’t lost, at the same 
time, trade advantages which are grow- 
ing by leaps and bounds with the people 
of Taiwan. 

We’ve seen a harnessing of new con- 
cepts brought about to us by the new en- 
ergy challenges. That has not struck, 
again, awe or despair in the American 
people. Not too long ago, as you know, 
in the revolution of Iran the world lost 
about 4 million barrels of oil per day. We 
had long gas lines, and the American eco- 
nomic system was placed into consterna- 
tion. A lot of political furor was apparent 
in the communities of our country. Re- 
cently, because the Congress has acted so 
courageously in giving us an energy pol- 
icy, for the first time, we lost 4 million 
barrels of oil again when Iran and Iraq 
began their conflict. There was hardly a 
tremor in our country because in that 
short interval of time, we have slashed 
imported oil. In the last year alone, we 
have cut our oil imports over 35 percent, 
and today we’re importing 2 million bar- 
rels of oil less per day than we did just 
a year ago. That’s tremendous achieve- 
ment. 
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That's tremendous achievement, 
brought about not by me, not by the Con- 
gress, but by you. And it gives us not only 
economic security, but it gives us political 
and strategic security, because we are less 
subject now to blackmail and we are much 
more able now to shape our own foreign 
policy, cementing our ties with Israel and 
other allies around the world, without the 
fear of influence by those on whom we’ve 
excessively depended in the past for their 
oil. 

Finally, let me say this: Ours is a coun- 
try where people have a chance to partici- 
pate in government. The stark differences 
that exist between myself and my Republi- 
can opponent in my lifetime have never 
been equaled. Those differences exceed 
even the ones, in my judgment, between 
Barry Goldwater and Lyndon Johnson in 
1964. I won’t go down a litany tonight of 
those sharp differences concerning the 
minimum wage and social security and 
the control of nuclear weapons and the 
general concept of what our Nation 
ought to be, about afflicted people and 
older people and people who need health 
care. You’ve heard it before, and I’ve said 
it several times during this day. But I 
would like to point out to you that just a 
small investment of your time and effort 
can change the course of this country in 
less than 3 weeks from tonight. 

In 1960 if 28,000 people had voted 
differently in the State of Texas and just 
a few thousand had changed their minds 
or not gone to the polls in Illinois, John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy would never have 
been President of our country. And in 
1968, if just a few thousand Democrats 
like you around this country had given 
more support to a great Democrat, Hubert 
Humphrey, and if the issue hadn’t been 
clouded by third party candidates or can- 
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didates with no party, then Richard Nixon 
would never have been President and 
Hubert Humphrey would have carried on 
the great tradition of Jack Kennedy and 
Lyndon Johnson. We’ve got a similar situ- 
ation this year, where well-meaning people 
have not yet faced the awesome responsi- 
bility on the shoulders of those whose 
commitments and principles are compati- 
ble with the Democratic Party. 

Three weeks from tonight our country 
will make a judgment. One of those pro- 
found judgments is the most awesome of 
all: What will be done with nuclear weap- 
ons? Every President since Harry Tru- 
man has moved steadily forward with 
SALT agreements to have equal, limited, 
confirmable, and gradually reducing levels 
of atomic arsenals. 

My Republican opponent has said let’s 
withdraw the SALT treaty that has been 
negotiated by myself and by Gerald Ford 
and by Richard Nixon, and he advocates 
the possibility of a nuclear arms race and 
the playing of a so-called card against the 
Soviet Union. This statement causes me 
deep concern, because it changes the basic 
attitude of American people, if imple- 
mented, from one putting a lid and a 
commitment to reductions of nuclear 
weapons into one that’s a radical depar- 
ture from the philosophy of every Presi- 
dent who’s served since the Second World 
War. 

The issues are profound, and the future 
of our country will be affected profoundly 
by the decision made in just 3 weeks. 

I’ve come here tonight to thank you 
for your investment in this campaign, in 
the future of the Democratic Party, and 
in the future of this country. You will 
help to shape the kind of life that will 
be lived by the people that you love and 
by the Nation that we all love. I’m grate- 
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ful to you. You’re my partners. I will do 
the best I can the next 3 weeks to win, 
but I cannot win without you. As gener- 
ous as you've been tonight, that is not 
enough. There is not a single person in 
this room that can’t shape the opinion 
and inspire the participation of hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, even tens of thousands 
of residents of this State of New Jersey 
in the next 3 weeks. 

My hope is that you will commit your- 
self to this political campaign above and 
beyond what you’ve done tonight finan- 
cially. Many of you have a long history 
of support and participation, sustaining 
and guiding and carrying to victory the 
Democratic Party. There is no doubt in 
my mind that if you’ll do the same thing 
the next 3 weeks, and a few others like 
you around this Nation, when the returns 
come in on November 4, we'll have a 
bright future ahead of us, a future based 
upon the principles which you and I es- 
pouse. And we will whip the Republicans 
as they’ve never been whipped before in 
this general election to come. 

Thank you very much. God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:54 p.m. in 
the Meadowlands Ballroom at the Meadow- 
lands Hilton Hotel. 

Following the reception, the President re- 
turned to the White House. 
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October 9 

The President met at the White House 
with Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs. 
October 10 

The President left the White House for 
a weekend stay at Camp David, Md. 
October 12 

The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David. 
October 14 


The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
—Vice President Mohamed Hosni 
Moubarek of Egypt. 
October 15 


The President met at the White House 
with Dr. Brzezinski. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of 
the White House Press Office which are not 
included in this issue. 


Released October 9, 1980 


Announcement: Federal assistance for the de- 
velopment of small hydroelectric projects 


Released October 10, 1980 

Fact sheet: Refugee Education Assistance Act 
of 1980 

Fact sheet: Martin Luther King, Junior, and 
Boston African American National Historic 
Sites 

Fact sheet: Maine Indian Claims Settlement 
Act of 1980 
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CHECKLIST—Continued 
Released October 11, 1980 


Announcement: Federal assistance to Miami, 
Fla., residents 

News conference: on 1980 campaign issues— 
by Press Secretary Jody Powell and Stuart 
E. Ejizenstat, Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs and Policy 


Released October 12, 1980 


Advance text: radio address to the Nation on 
the Nation’s economy 


Released October 13, 1980 


Advance text: remarks at a meeting with civic 
and community leaders in New York, N.Y. 


Released October 14, 1980 


Fact sheet: Privacy Protection Act of 1980 

Advance text: remarks on the Nation’s economy 
at the National Press Club 

Fact sheet: Staggers Rail Act of 1980 

News conference: on Jewish issues—by Vice 
President Walter F. Mondale 

News conference: on 1980 campaign issues— 
by Lloyd N. Cutler, Counsel to the President, 
and Anne Wexler, Assistant to the President 


Released October 15, 1980 


Advance text: 
Boston, Mass. 


remarks to senior citizens in 





ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 9, 1980 


H.R. 7831 Public Law 96-400 
Department of Transportation and Related 
Agencies Appropriation Act, 1981. 

Public Law 96-401 
An act relating to certain leases involving 
the Secretary of the Interior and the North- 
ern Cheyenne Indian Reservation. 

Public Law 96-402 
Uniformed Services Survivor Benefits 
Amendments of 1980. 

H.R. 7670 Public Law 96-403 
An act to amend title II of the Social Secu- 
rity Act to make necessary adjustments in 
the allocation of social security tax receipts 
between the Federal Old-Age and Survivors 


ACTS APPROVED—Continued 
Approved October 9—Continued 


Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis- 
ability Insurance Trust Fund. 

Public Law 96-404 
An act to authorize the Three Affiliated 
Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation to 
file in the Court of Claims any claims 
against the United States for damages for 
delay in payment for lands claimed to be 
taken in violation of the United States Con- 
stitution, and for other purposes. 

Public Law 96-405 
An act to authorize the Blackfeet and Gros 
Ventre Tribes to file in the Court of Claims 
any claims against the United States for 
damages for delay in payment for lands 
claimed to be taken in violation of the 
United States Constitution, and for other 
purposes. 

Public Law 96-406 
An act to extend the provisions of the Gen- 
eral Exchange Act, as amended, to certain 
lands in order that they may become parts 
of the Umatilla and Wallowa National For- 
ests, and for other purposes. 


Public Law 96-407 
An act granting the consent of the Congress 
to Hewson A. Ryan to accept the office and 
title of Honorary Consul of Honduras. 

H.R. 7130 Public Law 96-408 
An act to designate the building known as 
United States Court House and Federal 
Building in Syracuse, New York, as the 
“James M. Hanley Federal Building”. 

H.R. 7309 Public Law 96-409 
An act to designate the Federal building in 
Portland, Oregon the “Edith Green Federal 
Building”. 

H.R. 7544 Public Law 96-410 
An act to designate the United States Fed- 
eral Building in New Haven, Connecticut, 
as the “Robert N. Giaimo Federal Building”. 

H.R. 7588 Public Law 96-411 
An act to redesignate the United States Post 
Office and Courthouse Building in Con- 
cord, New Hampshire, as the “James C. 
Cleveland Federal Building”. 

H.R. 7770 Public Law 96-412 
An act to name the Environmental Research 
Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, the “Andrew 
W. Breidenbach Environmental Research 
Center”. 
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ACTS APPROVED—Continued 


Approved October 9—Continued 


Public Law 96-413 
An act to designate the United States Fed- 
eral Building in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as 
the “William S. Moorhead Federal 
Building”. 

H.J. Res. 472 Public Law 96-414 
An act designating October 19, 1981, as a 
‘Day of National Observance of the Two 
Hundredth Anniversary of the Surrender of 
Lord Cornwallis to General George Wash- 
ington at Yorktown, Virginia.” 

Public Law 96-415 
An act to designate the Indian Health Fa- 
cility in Ada, Oklahoma, the “Carl Albert 
Indian Health Facility”. 

H.J. Res. 560 Public Law 96-416 
A joint resolution to proclaim March 19, 
1981, as “National Agriculture Day”. 

Approved October 10, 1980 

Public Law 96-417 
Customs Courts Act of 1980. 

Public Law 96-418 
Military Construction Authorization Act, 
1981. 

S.J. Res. 201 Public Law 96-419 
A joint resolution to provide for the designa- 
tion of a week as “National Lupus Week”. 

H.R. Public Law 96-420 
Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act of 
1980. 

S.J. Res. 82 Public Law 96-421 
A joint resolution to designate the week com- 
mencing with the third Monday in February 
of 1981 as “National Patriotism Week”. 

Public Law 96-422 
Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980. 

Public Law 96-423 
Federal Railroad Safety Authorization Act of 
1980. 

Public Law 96-424 
An act to repeal a provision of the Refugee 
Education Assistance Act of 1980. 
: Public Law 96-425 
Automobile Fuel Efficiency Act of 1980. 

Public Law 96-426 
An act to name the Federal Building located 
at 444 Southeast Quincy, Topeka, Kansas, 
the “Frank Carlson Federal Building”. 

H.R. Public Law 96-427 
Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance 
Act of 1980. 

H.R. Public Law 96-428 
An act to establish the Martin Luther King, 


ACTS APPROVED—Continued 


Approved October 10—Continued 


Junior, National Historic Site in the State 
of Georgia, and for other purposes. 

S. 3044 Public Law 96-429 
An act to designate the United States Fed- 
eral Building in Hartford, Connecticut, as 
the “Abraham A. Ribicoff Federal Building”. 

Public Law 96-430 
An act to provide for the establishment of 
the Boston African American National His- 
toric Site in the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, and for other purposes. 

Public Law 96-431 
An act to amend title 5, United States Code, 
to provide that military leave be made avail- 
able for Federal employees on a fiscal year 
rather than a calendar year basis, to allow 
certain unused leave to accumulate for sub- 
sequent use, and for other purposes. 

28) | ee Public Law 96-432 
An act to amend the Act of July 31, 1946, 
as amended, relating tc the United States 
Capitol Grounds, and for other purposes. 

H.R. Public Law 96-433 
An act to amend the Securities Investor Pro- 
tection Act to increase the amount of pro- 
tection available under such Act to cus- 
tomers of brokers and dealers, and to provide 
for the applicability of the Right to Finan- 
cial Privacy Act of 1978 to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 


Public Law 96-434 
An act to authorize the Assiniboine Tribe to 
file in the Court of Claims any claims against 
the United States for damages for delay in 
payment for lands claimed to be taken in 
violation of the United States Constitution, 
and for other purposes. 

Public Law 96-435 
An act authorizing the Secretary of the In- 
terior to accept the conveyance of the 
United First Parish Church in Quincy, Mas- 
sachusetts, and authorizing the Secretary to 
administer the United First Parish Church 
as a national historic site, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved October 13, 1980 


Public Law 96-436 

Military Construction Appropriation Act, 
1981. 

H.R. 5546 Public Law 96-437 

An act to amend the United States Grain 

Standards Act to permit grain delivered to 
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export elevators by any means of conveyance 
other than barge to be transferred into such 
export elevators without official weighing, 
and for other purposes. 

Public Law 96-438 
An act to amend the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act. 

Public Law 96-439 
An act to amend the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954 to authorize three additional judges 
for the Tax Court and to remove the age 
limitation on appointments to the Tax Court. 


S. 2961 


Public Law 96-451 
An act to amend the Federal Boat Safety 
Act of 1971 to promote recreational boating 
safety through the development, administra- 
tion, and financing of a national recreational 
boating safety improvement program, and 
for other purposes. 

Public Law 96-452 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals Reorganiza- 
tion Act of 1980. 
Private Law 96-62 
An act for the relief of Viktor Ivanovich 
Belenko. 





S. 1790 Public Law 96-440 
Privacy Protection Act of 1980. Approved October 15, 1980 


Public Law 96-441 H.R. Public Law 96-453 





H.J. Res. 568 


H.R. 6440 


An act to rename the National Collection of 
Fine Arts and the Museum of History and 
Technology of the Smithsonian Institution 
as the National Museum of American Art 
and the National Museum of American His- 
tory, respectively. 

Public Law 96-442 
Manassas National Battlefield Park Amend- 
ments of 1980. 
Public Law 96-443 
An act to authorize and request the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation designating 
October 12 through October 19, 1980, as 
“Italian-American Heritage Week”. 

Public Law 96-444 
An act to transfer certain employees of the 
Architect of the Capitol to the Sergeant 
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate. 
Public Law 96-445 
An act to establish priorities in the pryment 
of claims against the People’s Republic of 
China. 


Public Law 96-446 
An act to authorize the acceptance and use 
of bequests and gifts for disaster relief. 

Public Law 96-447 


Civil Rights Commission Authorization Act 
of 1980. 


Approved October 14, 1980 


Public Law 96-448 
Staggers Rail Act of 1980. 
H.R. Public Law 96-449 
Hostage Relief Act of 1980. 

Public Law 96-450 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 1981. 


Maritime Education and Training Act of 


Public Law 96-454 
Household Goods Transportation Act of 


Public Law 96-455 
An act to amend section 17 of the Act of 
July 5, 1946, as amended, entitled “An Act 
to provide for the registration and protec- 
tion of trade-marks used in commerce, to 
carry out the provisions of certain interna- 
tional conventions, and for other purposes”. 


bp i sccntanasiomanaoaass Public Law 96-456 


Classified Information Procedures Act. 

Public Law 96-457 
An act to extend certain authorities of the 
Secretary of the Interior with respect to 
water resources research and development 
and saline water conversion research and 
development programs, and for other 
purposes. 

Public Law 96-458 
Judicial Councils Reform and Judicial Con- 
duct and Disability Act of 1980. 

Public Law 96-459 
Maritime Appropriation Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 1981. 

Public Law 96-460 
Chesapeake Bay Research Coordination Act 
of 1980. 

Public Law 96-461 
National Bureau of Standards Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Years 1981 and 1982. 

Public Law 96-462 
Federal District Court Organization Act of 
1980. 


Public Law 96-463 


"Used Oil Recycling Act of 1980. 
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Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left the White House on Thursday morning, 
October 16, for a trip to Connecticut and New York. Releases 
and announcements issued after the President’s departure 
will be printed next week. 
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